
PARSONAL PONDERINGS 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:  Rejoice!  Philippians 4:4 (KJV) 

Nancy and I were greeted with a sea of orange and black when we attended church last week.  I 
wondered how we’d landed in Oregon State territory on the way from Charlotte to Columbia.  
Orange canopies and black canopies flanked a modern-looking white building.  An orange and 
black sign instructed us to put on our four-way flashers to indicate we were visitors and then 
people wearing orange shirts directed us to close-in parking.  Individuals in black t-shirts sported 
the white phrase, “first time?” Richard introduced himself, gave us an orange VIP card and 
walked with us to the front of the building where a group of 15 adults and then a group of 20 
middle schoolers wearing white t-shirts with black lettering, “WELCOME” waved and smiled 
and said hello as we walked into the church.  The music was loud with instrumental 
accompaniment; Nancy accepted the offer of orange ear plugs to dampen the sound.  Lisa 
Harper, a gifted, theologically sound guest speaker gave the message, “My Redeemer Lives.” 
The message was based on Job. A take-away thought for us was the God wants us to be honest in 
our pain and to know his redemption in all situations.  

Pain is part of living.  Our hearts ache as we miss Glenda Gerringer, Billy Overman and others.  
Our bodies hurt from diseases such as cancer and arthritis.  Our sense of well-being is shattered 
by the loneliness and confusion that accompanies dementia.  We know the pain of 
disappointment.  Yet through all of this, we are blessed.  We aren’t alone.  God is with us in our 
anguish.  We are not without hope.  We can rejoice. We can lean in and know the comfort of his 
everlasting love.  He holds us in the palm of his hand.  At Bethel, we know the additional 
blessing of fellow believers who share a word of sympathy, encouragement or hope and who 
provide care in practical ways.  

May you be strengthened by the joy of the Lord as you face trials and tribulations.  Let me, your 
Elder-shepherd and each other know how we can best pray for you and show our care.  

With heartache and yet joy on the journey, 

Pastor Paul 
P.S.  I encourage you as you are away from home this summer to seek out opportunities for 
worship and fellowship.  The Evangelism and Worship Committees look forward to hearing 
about your worship experience and ideas that might be used at Bethel.   

 
Laughter Is Good for the Soul 

Child Art 
The Sunday School teacher asked her class to draw a picture of their favorite Bible story. 
One little boy drew a picture of four people on an airplane. "That's very nice," she said to 
him, "but what is it about?" 

"That's the flight to Egypt." said the little boy. 

"Oh, I see. That's Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. But who is the fourth person?" 

"That's Pontius the Pilot." 
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COMMITTEES 
 

Companions Circle 
Sherri Amoriello-Chair 
CALLING ALL BETHEL LADIES! Mark your calendars! The ladies group will begin 
September 20, 2018. Please join our lively group for fellowship, great food and conversations 
how to become a better woman of God. If you are interested in attending, please see Sherri 
Amoriello for a study book. We meet every 3rd Thursday at 6:30 pm location and hostess 
changes monthly. Many blessings.   

Education 
Betsy Green-Chair 
Rally Day – Weekend Events  
      Let’s go to the ballpark!  Everyone is invited to the Greensboro Grasshoppers vs. Delmarva 
Shorebirds baseball game on Saturday, August 25 at 7:00pm. We will be honoring this past 
year’s Sunday School teachers and youth/students with complimentary tickets. Yay!  Please let 
Linda Seawell or Betsy Green know if you would like to attend.  

     On Sunday, August 26, the Sunday School teachers for the 2018-2019 year will be 
commissioned during the morning worship service.  Please consider sharing the teaching 
responsibilities in the Adult, Young Adult or Youth classes.   

Sunday School at Bethel 
The Adult and Young Adult classes have been meeting together this summer in the Ladies’ 
Parlor at 10:00am every Sunday morning. Dennis Green and Steven Stiles are teaching the Adult 
class.   Please join us now as we study the book of Hebrews. 

(The Young Adult class will begin meeting again September 2, in the Fellowship Hall). 

Elder Nominating 
Serving as a Ruling Elder 
The main task of a spiritual leader in the church is to lead others to seek and do God’s will. 
Sometimes people take up this role of leadership eagerly. Others become spiritual leaders only 
with reluctance. Moses is perhaps the most famous example of a reluctant spiritual leader. He 
was not looking for a new occupation when he met God at the burning bush. He argued with God 
about his credentials and his competence for the job. Like Moses, some perspective elders may 
feel unworthy and unqualified for their call. When we feel this way, it is empowering to know 
that, as the old saying goes, God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called.                                                                                          
by Joan Gray 

Evangelism 
Ralph Alexander-Session & Chair 
We did not meet in July, but our next meeting will be on August 8, at 1:00 pm. We will be 
completing our plans for Eastern Guilford football team meal and will continue the process of 
updating our Bethel Church Brochure.  If you have any information, historical or current photos 
or comments that will benefit this process, please, share them with us. We welcome any and all 
ideas. We need help in our pursuit of methods to improve our outreach programs, so they work 
for God and our Church and community. We also invite anyone interested in joining our 
committee or just attending the meeting, please come, you are welcome. 

In the meantime, keep an eye on the front yard sign and the various bulletin boards, for 
inspirational messages and other words of wisdom, as well as updates on various activities. If 
you have any information that you would like to share, please advise us and we will post it for all 
to see.   

Remember: T A T O P    “Think About The Other Person”. 

Ministry    Marilyn Hartis-Session/Co-Chair Beth Andrews-Co-Chair 
 

 
 



Missions      Barbara Thompson-Session & Chair 
Highlights of July 8th Meeting 

 3rd Quarter “Pennies for Hunger” donations totaled $147. 
 August Food Drive at Food Lion slated for August 18 is awaiting Food Lion Approval. 

If approved, volunteers will be needed to staff hourly time slots. Hours of the drive are 
9am to 1pm. Sign-up Sheet for volunteers to staff the table at the store will be posted as 
soon as the date is finalized. 

 Discussed and voted on updates for the 2019 Committee proposed budget line items 
amounts. 

 Decided on 2 actions items for the July Session Meeting Agenda concerning storage of 
donated items for the Annual Yard/Bake Sale 

Missions Committee members would like to remind all members of the upcoming Bethel 
Annual Yard/Bake Sale to be held on Saturday, September 8, 2018. This is an “all hands-on 
board” project and the committee will soon be posting sign-up sheets for volunteers. Some 
activities involved in managing the sale include such jobs as cashiers, talliers, floaters, sorters, 
pricers, setup, cleanup, and as always bakers of delicious goodies for the Bake sale, and crafters 
of items for the Country Store. Please be thinking about how you can help to make this the best 
Yard/Bake Sale yet! Church members may begin storing their items for the Sept. 8th Yard Sale 
behind the curtain on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. 

Property      Tony Andrews-Session  Tim Smith-Chair 

Security Task Force    Sherri Amoriello-Session & Chair 
We are continuously praying for direction to help keep Bethel and God’s children safe. The 
committee met over the summer and discussed various ideas, working on some plans, hope to be 
implemented soon. We will update the congregation when more information is available. In the 
meantime, each member can be a force by being aware of our surroundings, welcoming guests 
with warmth and hospitality. If you notice anything suspicious or an area that needs attention, 
please notify Pastor Paul, Tim Smith, Tony Andrews, Bill Hartis, Dennis Green and Sherri 
Amoriello. Please continue to pray for our new security task force ministry. Each child of God is 
precious and deserves protection from evil in our world. With your help Bethel can be the 
beacon of shelter in case of any emergencies within our community.   Thanks be to God.  

Session      Jim Flippin-Session Stated Clerk 
The Stated Session Meeting was held on July 22, 2018.  The session meeting was opened with a 
time of prayer and worship. The meeting’s highlights and motions approved follow: 

 The painting of the Fellowship Hall doors and outside windows is completed. Thanks to 
all who gave to the ice machine and allowed the excess dollars to be used for this project. 

 Sharon Smith will be the commissioner to the August 18 Presbytery meeting. 
 The session accepted a monetary gift that is to be used for the upkeep and maintenance of 

the flag poles. 
 Session authorized the Missions Committee to organize and clear out the picnic shelter 

shed to provide yard sale storage. Any committees that have items in storage in the shed 
are encouraged to identify those items, so they can be moved and not tossed out or put up 
for the yard sale. 

 Session authorized the Missions Committee to close off one section of the Fellowship 
Hall after August 26 to begin sorting for the Yard Sale. 

 Session approved the disposal of the Fellowship Hall piano which has a cracked sound 
board and cannot be tuned. Anyone interested in the piano, please talk to Betsy Ashworth 
or Sherri Amoriello. 

 Thanks to John Terry, the DOT has approved our establishment of new church signs. Be 
on the lookout for the placement of the new signs.  

 Christian Education is sponsoring a Baseball Party at the Grasshoppers on August 25. 
Save the date. 

 Discussion of our Shepherd groups identified several members that need our prayers and 
visits. Please keep our shut-ins in your thoughts and prayers. 

Next session meeting is August 19. 

 



Stewardship & Finance     Sharon Smith-Session & Chair 
The figures for the month of June are as follows: 
 Giving: $6,532.00 
 Expenses: $7,080.11 
Thank you for your continued support of Bethel’s activities with your tithes and offerings. Our 
giving to expenses this month was a little short but your loving care of fellow members and 
community friends was tremendous. The budget for 2018 is $102,258.00. To meet this budget, 
we need giving of $2,353.23 per week. With Bethel behind in giving to budget in 2018, please 
do not forget Bethel while you are on vacation or attending reunions, family gatherings etc. 
God’s work at Bethel continues even while we are away. 

Technology       Scott Amoriello-Session & Chair 

Worship and Music   Sherri Amoriello-Chair 
The Worship and Music committee met on July 12, 2018 at 8 pm. Those in attendance:  Sherri, 
Greyson, Bonnie, Ben, Jerry, Anna, Sue. Visitors:  Education Committee members Steven, 
Linda, Tracey, Betsy 
 There were no minutes from the last meeting as email and phone had been used to 

conduct necessary business. 
 Sherri called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  She welcomed newest 

committee member Bonnie and guests visiting with us from the Education Committee 
and explained that we were meeting together to begin planning for the holiday season.  
There will be a cantata performed for Christmas that will have speaking parts, so 
members of the congregation will be invited to take part in the program.  A date of 
December 16 has been set for the cantata.  Positive comments were made about the 
Christmas Eve service that took place last year and how moving it was with the service 
ending on the front porch as the entire church sang Joy to the World.   

 This committee has responsibility for First Sunday refreshments again September 2 and 
responsibility for providing ushers/greeters this month. 

 The committee spent time discussing how our budget has been used during 2018 and 
giving thought to our request for 2019.   

 The group considered purchasing of some type of folder to hold special congregational 
music that is now being left in the racks or on the pews.  The group recommended the 
purchase of 3-brad folders with pockets in either dark blue or red to match books already 
in racks.   

 Group discussed purchasing Damp Rid crystals to be placed in the back of the sanctuary 
to absorb moisture that is again causing hymnals to mildew. 

 Greyson reported that work continues getting the music library in order.  He is also 
looking at Christmas music and hopes to begin practice with choir chimes in August or 
September, so we can have these instruments used during the holiday season.  He also 
noted that we could certainly use additional choir members all year long.   

 Group discussed a music group who play recorders to make plans for the October 
Autumn Leaf Outside worship service.   

 Comments were shared regarding the variety of music being chosen for use in services 
and Greyson was thanked for all the work he continues to do. 

Hard to believe there are only a few months left of 2018! Amazing how time flies! The Worship 
committee is excited to begin preparations for the remaining 2018 calendar and urges each 
member of our congregation to volunteer their gifts. All events will be leading up to our Lord 
Savior Jesus Christmas coming birth. Be on the lookout for more information how you can 
become an inspirational participant and joyfully express to our community How Great is Our 
God! 

SEPT 23 EVANGELISM SUNDAY 
OCT 7  WORLD COMMUNION DAY 
OCT 14 AUTUMN LEAF OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
NOV 11 VETERAN’S DAY 
NOV 25 CHRIST THE KING 
DEC 2  HANGING THE GREENS 
DEC 24 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  



 
Facing or recovering from surgery: Brenda Brown-back (7/16); Courtney Bumgarner-arm; 
Matthew Rickard & brother-kidney transplant; Marlene Sockwell-back; Ruth Wilkes-broken arm 
(fall) 

Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Frances Alcon-sepsis; Sonny Allen-eye 
healing; Brenda Brown-MRI; John Burney-cellulitis, Daniel Hutchinson; Larry Idol-testing; 
Sandy Kearns; John Key-mini-stroke; Stella, Chester & whole Mahaffey family; John Paisley; 
Debbie Stiles – auto-immune issue;  

Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Bobby Chappell-pancreatic 
cancer; June Collins; Libby Cobb Deal-pancreatic cancer; Barbara Durham-cancer; Rick 
Godfrey-weeks to live; Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; Rose Jeschke-hospice; Molly Johnson-
lung cancer (chemo helping); Charles Long-cancer return; Dan McClintock-brain trouble, 
uncertain cause; Cindy McLean-hospice; Debbie Moore-cancer; Becky Mullins; Jeff Perkins-
MS; Rodney Ramey-cancer; Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol; Sue Ryan-cancer; Jimmy Sloan-
cancer; WR & Jean Smith; Lane Teague-lung cancer 

Grieving: Family & friends of Billy Overman, Dawn Shank; Glenda Gerringer 

 

 

Always pray to have eyes that 
See the best in people, 

A heart that forgives the worst, 
A mind that forgets the bad, 

And a soul that never 
Loses faith in God. 

 

 

  September     October 
      8-Yard/Bake Sale    7-World Communion 

   14-Golden Gang Lunch             Peace/Global Witness Offering 
   16-Pennies for Hunger          12-Golden Gang Lunch 

       14-Autumn Leaf Service    
      21-Congregational Meeting 

       28-Dedication Sunday 
 
        November                 December 
       9-Golden Gang                    2-Advent/Hanging Peace/Global  

     10-Bethel BBQ                                              of the Greens 
      11-Veteran’s Day                           16-Christmas Program 
  13-Presbytery Meeting       Pennies for Hunger 
  25-Christ the King Communion  23-Joy Gift Offering 

    24-Christmas Eve 
Candlelight/Communion 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Ushers 
Worship 

Committee 

Back to School 
Food 

Collection 

May place 
yard sale items 
on the stage! 

1 
Choir 7 PM 

 

2 
Education 

Meeting 7 PM 
 

Sue Flippin 
& 

Lois Miles 

 

3 
Pam Ring 

 
 

Jackie & John 
Burney 

 

4 
 

5 
First Sunday 

Worship 
Fellowship Hall 

Technology 
Committee-

Snacks 
 

Eva Allen 

 

6 
Finance 

Meeting 7 PM 
 

Eileen Lowe 
& 

Lynne Rich 

 

7 8 
Evangelism  

Meeting 1 PM 
 

Choir 7 PM 

 

9 
Worship 

Meeting 7 PM 

10 
Golden Gang 
Lunch 11:30 

AM 

11 
Tony Andrews 

 

12 
 

13 
Nancy Rhodes 

 

14 
 

15 
Choir 7 PM 

 
Hannah Deal 

 

16 
Fred Ashworth 

& 
Katelyn 

Amoriello 

 
 

Mission 
Meeting  

17 
Chuck Deal 

 

18 
Salem 

Presbytery 
Meeting 

 
 

19 

 
Session Meets 

7 PM 
Devotions 

Ralph 
Alexander 

20 21 22 
Choir 7 PM 

 

23 24 25 

26 
Rally Day 

 
Beth Andrews 

 

27 28 
Steve Hankins 
Tim Smith & 

Darren Stroud 

 

29 
Choir 7 PM 

 

30 31 
Kay Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 


