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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
“You will find, my child, that Love rarely reaches out except it does it with a broken
hand.”
(as remembered from The Singer by Calvin Miller)
“…God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
(Romans 5:8)
There is an interesting convergence of calendar dates around Lent and Easter this year.
The start of Lent, Ash Wednesday, falls on Valentine’s Day. Easter, the climax of the
season, lands on April Fool’s Day.
These match-ups speak ironic truths about love:
Romantic love by itself turns to ashes.
The pure and sacrificial love of God, in the world’s terms, is foolish.
Most marriages nowadays begin in the flush of romantic love. Families pay thousands to
celebrate the romance with princess and prince-like clothing and settings, and traditions
focused on the “firsts” of marriage – first kiss, first dance and so forth. In themselves,
there is nothing wrong with these. They are beautiful and fun and full of hope. But about
half of marriages in this country fail. The romance turns to ash.
The world sees the solution as foolishness. Love that sacrifices before it is returned or
even known?! Love that keeps on loving and sacrificing even if it is never returned?!?
Love that bears all things and never fails?!?! In the world’s eyes, this is the road to
abuse, and so it was for Jesus, to be sure.
Let me be clear that I am not saying that people ought to take abuse in a marriage or any
relationship. Jesus did that so that we don’t need to be abused. Jesus suffered the abuse
of the world he loves, not out of need or some unhealthy desire but by the choice to do in
love what only God can do.
And by his loving sacrifice on the cross, Jesus has turned the equations upside down.
The ashes of broken romance can be remade into true and joyful love as self-centered
pleasure-seeking is replaced by Christ-centered blessing-giving.
The foolishness of God is shown to be wiser than the wisdom of humanity as the
sacrificial love of God through Christ transforms Jesus’ Bride into pure beauty, and a
shared holy love that never ends.
Joyfully,
Pastor Paul

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle
Sherri Amoriello is the new chairperson for the ladies.
Don’t let the cancellation of January’s meeting due to snow, illness, and unexpected life issues
stop you from attending February’s meeting. It will be held February 15 at 6:30 PM. Location
has not been decided but welcome anyone who would like to volunteer. Our study will be about
Abigail as we continue learning about the women in the Bible. Join us for Bible study, food and
fellowship!

Education
Betsy Green continues to be the Session representative.
The Education Committee’s first meeting of the year was January 4th. Betsy Ashworth and
Steven Stiles were selected as Co-Chairpersons for 2018. Annual events were planned for the
year along with some new and exciting events and outings. (Stay tuned for announcements!)
The hope of the Education Committee is to instill a love of learning and growing in our Christian
faith at every age. Members of the congregation are always welcome to attend meetings and
bring new ideas and suggestions with them!
The month of February always brings Valentine’s Day to mind. A day set aside to “celebrate
love” is the perfect time to spread the news of the greatest love of all! This short paragraph sums
it up nicely:
Jesus condensed the Ten Commandments into two:
"Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength; and love others as yourself.” Mark
12:30-31
Our natural tendency is to love only those who love us, which Jesus said is no credit to us.
The selfless love He described can be expressed only with supernatural help from God's
Spirit, but it offers the world an undeniable witness of God's transforming love and power.
Jesus said the love we have for one another will prove to the world that we are his followers.
John 13:35

Evangelism
Ralph Alexander is the new Session representative.
The Chili & Concert on March 17th was approved. Southern Sunday Band will perform as we
enjoy a good bowl(s) of chili! This is the group led by Donna and Bobby Chappell who
performed at the outdoor worship service last October. The church and community loved the
chili many of you donated for last year’s event. We hope you will be willing to help us out
again. A sign-up sheet will be posted mid-February. Providing a pre-game meal for Eastern
Guilford’s football team will be either August or September as another outreach project. We are
looking for new ways to spread God’s love to those who don’t know him or searching for a
church. Have any ideas? Share them with us or better yet, join us on the second Wednesday of
the month at 1:00 pm in the Education Building! March Beacon articles are due February 18th
and anyone is welcome to submit!

Ministry
Marilyn Hartis is the new Session representative.
Please join us for Bethel's annual Fat Tuesday Pancake dinner that will be served beginning at
6:30 PM on Tuesday, February 13th.
We need griddles and electric skillets for preparing the pancakes, sausage and
bacon. Preparation will begin around 4:00 for anyone willing to come cook. Please let Beth or
Marilyn know if you are interested in the fellowship of preparation or if you have griddles or
skillets we can use. Hope to see you for pancakes and fellowship!
Please be thinking about and praying about joining the congregational ministry committee in
planning and executing the activities in service to Bethel Church and our community for
2018. We have tentative dates for meals, visiting, and other areas of support for our church, but
we would like to hear from you. You may have additional and better ideas. Please share. We
appreciate your support. Thank you.

Missions
Barbara Thompson is the new Session representative.
February Food Drive
Missions will be kicking off a month-long food drive to benefit McLeansville Elementary
School. We have listed items the school has requested a need for. Please help us feed the
children and keep them warm during the winter! A box will be placed in the Vestibule for the
donated items.
Spaghetti sauce
White rice
Instant mashed potatoes
Capri Sun juice boxes
Ramen noodles (most prefer chicken)
Spaghetti
Dry pinto beans
We are also in need of hats, gloves, and clean used coats.
2018 Proposed Committee Activities
February March April May June July August September October November December -

Food Drive at Bethel Church all month long
Pennies for Hunger Quarterly Collection during Sunday Service
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Pentecost Offering
Pennies for Hunger Quarterly Collection during Sunday Service
To be Determined
Back to School Food Collection at Food Lion
Bethel Annual Yard Sale and Bake Sale
Pennies for Hunger
Peace and Global Witness Offering
Crop Walk
Warming Tree Collection
Hands of Hope Collection
Pennies for Hunger
Joy Gift Offering

Mission Committee will meet Feb. 18th at 2:30 PM. All other monthly meetings will be held on
the second Sunday at 3:00 PM.

Property
Tony Andrews continues to serve as the Session representative.

Security Task Force
Sherri Amoriello is this new committee’s leader.
The session has approved creating a Security Task Force to keep our Church safe. We are still in
the beginning stages of who, what, when and where. I will keep you posted as much a possible
once I confirm this information. I did want to let you know Guilford County Sherriff’s
Department is scheduling to conduct a security assessment of our campus March 3rd. I gathered
some information from the seminar the Sherriff sponsored in December. I will need your help on
who would be available to volunteer for special tasks if a crisis arises. Hopefully the Good Lord
Will Bless our Church and never have to enact these procedures. Please let me know if you are
interested in volunteering for these special tasks or if you want to be on the committee.

Session
Jim Flippin is Stated Clerk for Session this year.
The annual Session Retreat and Session Meeting was held on January 13 in the Bethel
Fellowship Hall. The Retreat included training, worship, and discussion about the work of Bethel
Presbyterian Church and the church universal. Elders presented committee calendars and
activities relating to Bethel for 2018 and discussed committees and activities at Bethel. The
stated Session meeting started at 2:00 pm. Highlights of motions approved were the following:
 Bethel Church calendar was updated with activities and meeting dates for 2018.
 Sharon Smith was approved as chairperson of the Bethel Presbyterian Church
Corporation.
 Sherri Amoriello was approved with Betsy Ashworth as alternate for the February 20
Salem Presbytery meeting.
 First Sunday Refreshment Committee will secure Bethel ushers/greeters for the month.
 Scott Amoriello will be the keeper of the “Bethel Wish List”.
 Added U.S./Christian flags for Bicentennial Garden and one rectangular table (6 ft.) to the
wish list.
 Pastor’s vacation, study and time away schedule was approved.
 Called meeting of the session for January 21 at 2:00 pm to address the 2017 evaluation.

Stewardship & Finance
Sharon Smith is this committee’s Session representative.
The figures for the month of December are as follows:
Giving:
$10,252.00
Expenses:
$9,917.78
The figures for the year against a budget of 103,208 are as follows:
Giving:
$105,329.81
Expenses:
$105,985.43
Bethel experienced additional maintenance to the manse, church and other buildings, more
church and community activities, meals for neighbors, refreshments for grieving families and
help for community people and schools than originally budgeted. With all the work of
committees and members, your giving kept up with the expenses. The BBQ, yard sale, and
memorial giving are additions to the numbers so Bethel finished with money still in our checking
account. What a blessing for both our work for the Lord and the gifts provided for us to sustain
these efforts!
2018 will bring new challenges and opportunities for every member to support Bethel’s work.
Please continue to be diligent in your giving of time and resources to meet these opportunities to
glorify our Lord. Bethel Presbyterian Church needs you at Worship and Sunday school,
committee meetings, workings and church activities to assist in our growth spiritually and to
present the glory of Christ to our community. Together, we are God’s church working for His
glory.

Technology
Scott Amoriello will represent the Session working on technology needs.

Worship and Music
Sherri Amoriello is returning to this committee as the Session representative.
The Worship/Music Committee of Bethel Presbyterian Church met on Thursday, January 11 at
7:00 pm in the Parlor. There were five members present. The meeting opened with a unison
prayer. Minutes were read from the December 14 meeting and Old Business was discussed:
 Comments were received concerning our December regular and special services. Advent
booklets ordered, and smaller themed bulletin covers were well received. It was
suggested that more planning go into our Hanging of the Greens Service so that those
taking part in the service would know when they come forward and do their part. Many
positive comments were received about the readings involving the Advent wreath and the
meaning of the Chrismons on our tree in the sanctuary. The night Christmas Eve service
was well attended, and a number expressed they were “ready for Christmas” after that
special service which included Holy Communion and candle lighting. The month
concluded with a service of carols and readings that involved the entire congregation and
was well attended.
 Sue noted that a list of names and addresses has been completed for our invitations for
Homecoming 2018. This listing includes family names and those who are not able to
attend regularly or are homebound.
 Under New Business, it was noted that Jerry will be kind enough to continue his care and
preparation for services in the sanctuary. A copy of the liturgical colors for the church
year will be placed near the pulpit in case others are preparing for a Sunday when he
must be away.
 Ushers/Greeters for February will be John and Jackie Burney, Rita Harris and Sam
Ferguson.
 Sherri was welcomed back to this committee as the session liaison. Officers elected for
the committee for 2018: Sherri-chairperson and Sue-secretary. Voucher signers will be
Sherri and Jerry. Pastor Paul and Greyson shared information with the committee and the
meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Sherri. This committee will continue to
meet second Thursday of every month at 7:00 in the Parlor and other members would be
welcome.

2018 COMMUNION SERVICES 2018
Date
Feb 11- Transfiguration of the Lord
March 29 - Maundy Thursday
April 1- Easter Sunday
May 27 - Trinity Sunday
July 29 - Midsummer
Oct 7 - World Communion Sunday
Nov 25 - Christ the King/Reign of Christ
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Jan 6 - Baptism of the Lord

Bread
Marilyn
Barbara
Betsy
Barbara
Sharon
Marilyn
Sharon
Betsy
Sherri

Juice
Tony
Ralph
Scott
Tony
Jim
Barbara
Scott
Jim
Ralph

SPECIAL SERVICES 2018
FEB 11
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
FEB 14
ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 25
PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 29
MAUNDY Thursday
APRIL 1
EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE & REGULAR
MAY 10
ASCENSION OF THE LORD
MAY 13
MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 20
DAY OF PENTECOST
MAY DAY SERVICE
MAY 27
TRINITY SUNDAY
JUNE 10
BETHEL HOMECOMING
JUNE 17
FATHER’S DAY
SEPT 23
EVANGELISM SUNDAY
OCT 7
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCT 14
AUTUMN LEAF OUTSIDE WORSHIP
NOV 11
VETERAN’S DAY
NOV 25
CHRIST THE KING/REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
DEC 2
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT/HANGING OF THE GREENS
DEC 24
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
FIRST SUNDAY IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 2018
February 4
Congregational Ministry
March 4
Property
April 1 Easter
Worship and Music
May 6
Stewardship and Finance
June 3
Missions
July 1
Worship and Music
August 5
Technology
September 2
Worship and Music
October 7
Education
November
Evangelism

God's Valentine Gift
God's Valentine gift of love to us
Was not a bunch of flowers;
It wasn't candy, or a book
To while away the hours.

He gave us sweet salvation and
Instruction, good and true-To love our friends and enemies
And love our Savior, too.

His gift was to become a man,
So He could freely give
His sacrificial love for us,
So you and I could live.

So as we give our Valentines,
Let’s thank our Lord and King;
The reason we have love to give
Is that He gave everything.
By Joanna Fuchs

Laughter Is Good for the Soul

Kids Say the Funniest Things
HOW
DO
YOU
DECIDE
WHO
TO
MARRY?
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she
should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip AcomingAlan, age10
No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God
decides it all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. Kirsten, age 10

Hear Our Prayers O Lord!
Facing or recovering from surgery: Madeleine Baity-heart, Jimmie Flippin-knee (1/24), Robert
Harpe-blood clots+A-fib, Gary Pegram-leg surgeries/amputation, Jay Terrell-back
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Frances & Robert Alcon, Sonny & Eva
Allen, Donna Bennett-back, Paul “Bubba” Breen, Erica Burgess-concussion, possible brain
cancer, Herman Dawson, Staley Dawson-leg; Sue Flippin-stress fracture; Glenda Gerringerhospital in Charlotte, Jackie Gerringer-concussion and fractures from fall, Kristy Hakes-E. coli,
Samantha Hancock-surgery & pregnancy, Judy & Steve Hankins-California crud; Reita Tuttleblood pressure
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Dot Apple-cancer, Karen
Lowe Blalock-early Alzheimers, Bobby Chappell-pancreatic cancer, Judy Covill-cancer, Gail
Hooks-pancreatic cancer, Molly Johnson-lung cancer, Charles Long-heart/cancer, Erna
Lorenzen-cancer, Margaret Maguire, Dan McClintock-brain cancer, Debbie Moore-cancer, Jeff
Perkins-MS, Rodney Ramey-cancer, Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol, Mike Rivenbark-cancer,
Sue Ryan-cancer, Jimmy Sloan-cancer; Joyce Summers-MS
Grieving: Friends and family of: Cara Hankins Scott, Henri Mazzoli; Ed Ramey
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, Ann Greeson,
John Key, Eileen Lowe, Mary Norman; Bill Overman
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & family & all leaders, all affected by violence;
ending hunger; persecuted believers, help for those dealing with winter weather or mud slides, all
who don’t know Jesus, military personnel, employees in ownership transition of Dean’s Office
Machines; situations in Iran and N. Korea

February
Food Drive

March
Pennies for Hunger
3 -Campus Security Assessment
25th-Palm Sunday
29th-Maundy Thursday
rd

April
One Great Hour of Sharing
1st-Easter Services
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Ushers: John &
Jackie Burney,
Sam Ferguson
and Rita Harris

Thursday
1

Education
Committee
7 PM

Friday
2

Saturday
3

Ground Hog
Day
4

5

First Sunday
Worship in
Fellowship Hall
Ministry-snack
provider
11

6

Peggy Carlton

Finance
Meeting 7 PM

Kaki Brown

Tyler Lackey

13

LouAnn Smith

Fat Tuesday
Pancake
Supper
6:30 PM

Transfiguration

of the Lord
Communion
(Marilyn/TonyPreparers)

Property
Meeting 7 PM
19
Presidents’
Day

Beacon
Articles Due
(by noon)

20

14

Happy
Valentine’s
Day

9

10

Evangelism
Meeting 1 PM
21

Salem
Presbytery
Meeting
Sherri
Amoriello-

Scott
Amoriello
Mission
Meeting 7 PM

26

27

Ralph Spear

15

16

17

John Nix
Charlie &
Helen Sheets

Joe Brown

Representative

Mission
Meeting
2:30 PM
Session
Meeting 6 PM
DevotionsSherri
Amoriello
25

8
Worship
Meeting 7 PM

12

18

7

28

Phil & Barbara
Thompson

Companions
Circle 6:30 PM

22

23

24

