
PARSONAL PONDERINGS 
Your Session made a significant difference in a Salem Presbytery decision in 2018.  While 
many, I believe, were blind-sided and dismayed by a motion brought to the presbytery at its 
April meeting, it was your Session that took the lead in helping to redirect the action. 

The motion brought to the presbytery by the Peace and Justice Task Force was intended to 
support justice in race relations, a good and important goal.  Yet the action proposed by the 
motion was to endorse the secular political group “Black Lives Matter” - a movement and group 
fiercely praised by some and opposed by others for their vision and/or tactics.  While I’m 
confident that everyone at the presbytery meetings would affirm and defend the statement “black 
lives matter”, not all agree with how the group “Black Lives Matter” interprets the statement or 
proposes to live it out.  But in the current political and social climate, it seemed that to vote 
against it would be a racist vote.  It looked like when the vote would be taken at the November 
presbytery meeting, the vote would be overwhelmingly for the endorsement despite the concerns, 
out of fear of being perceived as racist, but then essentially ignored by all but a small group who 
enthusiastically supported it.  A dubious public statement would be made and there would be 
little or nothing of tangible good to come of it. 

But your Session was unwilling to settle for such an outcome, and bold enough to risk the 
negative perception.  When I reported the motion to be voted upon, as well as the concerns that 
some of our African-American friends at Lloyd Presbyterian Church had with it, your Session 
quickly understood the issue.  And when it became clear that none of the other church sessions 
were willing to take the lead in seeking a different outcome, your Bethel Session decided to act.  
We submitted a substitute motion that not only recast the issue in terms of our Christian call and 
the ministry of reconciliation we have through Christ, but also called each congregation of the 
presbytery to find some way to take a step toward racial reconciliation and justice that is 
appropriate to their own situation.  And we persuaded the presbytery leadership to allow our 
substitute motion to be made known to the churches in advance of the voting meeting, and to be 
discussed in the forums that were scheduled to discuss the original motion. 

The Holy Spirit took what he had inspired us to do and ran with it.  Before the November vote, 
the authors of the original motion had re-written it to address several of our concerns, and in fact, 
borrowed a significant part of our wording.  On the floor of the presbytery another change was 
made to make it absolutely clear that the presbytery affirms that black lives matter, yet without 
endorsing any secular or political group.  There were many steps along the way, and your 
Session considered and approved three versions of the substitute motion as well as having 
several of us participate in the forums and being broadly praised for modeling a new and better 
way to work through contested issues. 

When it came to the actual vote, our substitute motion was defeated by a significant majority.  
However, that was largely because the main motion had been changed to address most of our 
concerns as well as to take more of the tone and a fair amount of the wording of our substitute 
motion.  Though we lost the vote, we accomplished our purpose, and the result was a 
consciously Christ-centered call and pathway to move forward with practical results in racial 
reconciliation and justice based on founded in the grace, power and love of God.  To him be the 
glory!   

Pastor Paul 
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Dear Bethel Family, 
Thank you so much for the generous monetary gift you gave to me at Christmas. I'm grateful for 
the opportunity you give me to take care of our beautiful buildings. I'm also grateful for the ways 
you all help take care of them as well. Thank you for showing your appreciation to me in such a 
thoughtful way. May God bless us all in this new year as we work and fellowship together!         
Love,          
Tim Smith  

Dear Bethel Congregation, 
Thank you so very much for your very kind visits, gift baskets, delicious meals, cards and many 
prayers for Mom!  She loves you all very much as well as her church!  These past 5 ½ years have 
seen many challenges/changes, however, the blessings and love she receives from Bethel have 
been lifesaving and sustaining through these times!   
Thank you again! 
Eileen Lowe and Joyce Summers 

 

 
  

 

 

Laughter Is Good for the Soul 
 Birthday Gift 

 

 

fellow was very much in love with a beautiful girl. One day she told him that the next day was 
her birthday. He told her he would send her a bouquet of roses... one for each year of her life.  
 

      That evening he called the local florist and ordered twenty-one roses with instructions that they 
be delivered first thing the next morning.  
        
      As the florist was preparing the order, he decided that since the young man was such a good 
customer, he would put an extra dozen roses in the bouquet.  
        
      The fellow never did find out what made the young girl so angry with him. 
 



Bethel Committees 
      Committee               Chair        Session Representative 
  Christian Education          Steven Stiles   Eva Allen  
Congregational Ministry       Marilyn Hartis                     Marilyn Hartis 
      Evangelism      Ralph Alexander        Ralph Alexander 
       Missions     Barbara Thompson      Barbara Thompson 
       Property        Tony Andrews           Sharon Smith 
Stewardship & Finance       Sharon Smith           Sharon Smith 
     Technology      Scott Amoriello         Scott Amoriello 
 Worship & Music         Betsy Green            Betsy Green 
       Security                  Steven Stiles 

 
 

 

Worship Committee 
The Worship committee met on Thursday, January 10th at 7:00pm.  Betsy Green was elected 
chairperson/session liaison & secretary for 2019.  The calendar of special services and 
communion dates were set for the new year.  If you have an interest in learning more about the 
Worship Committee, please join us on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in the Ladies 
Parlor.  

SPECIAL WORSHIP & COMMUNION DATES 
MARCH 3 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
MARCH 6 ASH WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 14 PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 18 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
APRIL 21 EASTER SUNDAY  SUNRISE _6:30am_   REGULAR _11:00am_ 
MAY 12 MOTHER’S DAY / GRADUATES HONORED 
MAY 19 MAY DAY SERVICE 
JUNE 2 ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
JUNE 9  DAY OF PENTECOST / BETHEL HOMECOMING 
JUNE 16 TRINITY SUNDAY / FATHER’S DAY 
JUNE 30         PAISLEY FAMILY 50th REUNION / ALL CHURCH CELEBRATION 
SEPT 22 EVANGELISM SUNDAY 
OCT 6  WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
OCT 13 AUTUMN LEAF OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
NOV 10 VETERAN’S DAY  
NOV 24 CHRIST THE KING/REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY 
DEC 1  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT / HANGING OF THE GREENS 
DEC 24 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

 2019 COMMUNION DATES 
MARCH 3 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD (1st Sunday/Fellowship Hall) 
APRIL 18 MAUNDY THURSDAY (Fellowship Hall) 
APRIL 21 EASTER SUNDAY 
JUNE 16 TRINITY SUNDAY 
AUG 11 MIDSUMMER COMMUNION 
OCT 6  WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY (1st Sunday, Fellowship Hall) 
NOV 24 CHRIST THE KING/REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY 
DEC 24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE (Sanctuary) 
JAN 5, 2020 EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD (Sanctuary) 

 



Stewardship & Finance 
Here are the numbers for the month of December: 
      Giving:        $14,052.00 
      Expenses:    $10,231.83 
The numbers for the whole year are: 
      Giving:        $101,403.37 
      Expenses:      $99,813.29 
WOW! If you're not impressed with those numbers, you should be! The finance committee is 
impressed with them, and even more importantly, we are extremely grateful for those numbers! 
As you can see, our giving was above our expenses for December as well as for the year. In fact, 
we came within $854.63 of meeting our budget for 2018! Each one of you helped do that!! You 
gave of your treasure, and you did it from the heart!  Beyond your regular giving, you gave to 
special offerings throughout the year, you gave to purchase a new ice machine for the fellowship 
hall, and you supported the yard and bake sale and the barbeque. There's another number we 
want to share with you. The gift in kind number for 2018 was $8,438.86! If you're not familiar 
with what gift in kind means, that's when people turn in receipts for items, they bought for the 
church but do not want to be reimbursed for those expenses. Instead you're given credit on your 
giving record for that amount. That means for those who turned in those receipts you saved the 
church that $8,438.86! For all these numbers that you've read, the finance committee says a great 
big heartfelt THANK YOU!! We are thankful to God for His faithfulness to this congregation 
and for your continued faithfulness to Him and His church through the giving of your time, 
talent, and treasure. "We can do all things through Him who strengthens us", and you all give 
evidence to that Bible verse through your giving and your doing! 

Another thank you we need to extend is to Linda Seawell for being the church treasurer and to 
Tim Smith for being the church financial secretary.  Both have been doing their respective 
volunteer positions for many years, and they both do an amazing job at what they do!! This 
committee thanks them, and we'd like for you to thank them as well.  

Again, thank you to each one of you who does so much and gives so much so that we can 
continue to work and minister in God's name.  

Property Committee 
We had our first meeting of the year on January 15th. We had 9 people in attendance, which is a 
blessing, and one for which we are very grateful. We had a great meeting with some very good 
planning. It's very much at church like it is around our houses...there's always things that need 
our time and attention. We've come up with  a pretty good list of things that need to be addressed 
and done. Some of the items on the list are already being addressed. We'll print a list in the 
March Beacon of those items that some of you may be able to help address as well.  

We know that we are so blessed here at Bethel with our beautiful grounds and buildings. We also 
know that we need to be good stewards of all God has given to us to do all we can to preserve it 
for those who will come after us. That's always the goal of the Property committee, and with 
your help, we can do just that! If you're interested in helping us achieve that goal,  please join us 
for our next meeting on Tuesday, February 12th at 7 pm.  

 
Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee held its first meeting of 2019 on Thursday, January 10, 2018 at 3:30 
pm in the Bethel Church Parlor. The following members were present: Charlie Sheets, Helen 
Sheets, Phil Thompson, Barbara Thompson and Pastor Paul Rhodes. Barbara Thompson was 
elected Chairman and Secretary of the committee.  

Meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 3:30 pm in the Education 
Building’s Parlor. Any church members who are interested in Outreach are welcome to join us. 
The next meeting date is February 14th. 

Proposed activities were discussed, and dates were assigned to each. The committee will be 
searching for some “hands-on” projects to sponsor for participation by our church membership. 
We encourage the congregation to send us ideas they may have. 

 



(Missions continued) 
The following Special Offerings will be collected during the church year: 

Pennies for Hunger Sundays of:   Denomination-wide Offerings: 
March 10     “One Great Hour of Sharing” on April 21 
 June 9       “Pentecost” on June 9 
September 22      “Peace and Global Witness” on October 6  
December 15     “Christmas Joy” on December 22 
 

In addition to the Special Offerings other activities include: 
February All-Month Food Drive – will be held on 02/17, 02/24, 03/03 and 03/10 for 
McLeansville Elementary School food pantry. 
August Food Lion Back to School Food Drive – tentatively planned for August 17 for 
McLeansville Elementary School food pantry.  
Bethel Annual Yard/Bake Sale – Saturday September 14 
Warming Tree Collection (non-monetary) –October all month 
Hands of Hope Collection (non-monetary) –November all month 

Session 
The Session meet on the 12th of January for a Retreat and Scheduled Session meeting. The 
following actions taken were:  

 2019 Session Goals 
o Incorporate more contemporary worship music 
o Improving prayer ministry 
o Training and encouraging use of Sharing Lives Evangelism 
o Inventory strengths of congregation, denomination and church 
o Making sure Bethel is kept in the public's eye doing the work that God has 

commissioned us to do. 
 Salem Presbytery Meeting 

o The Presbytery will be voting on amending the Book of Order.  If you have any 
question about the proposed changes you can read them at, 
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/proposed_amendments_t
o_the_constitution2018_121018.pdf 

o Representative-Steven Stiles & Alternate-Eva Allen 
o If you have any concerns, thoughts, etc. about the amendments, please feel free to 

discuss them with Steven. 
 Approved the Calendar for 2019, to include, Pastor Paul's vacations and study leaves, 

Committee meetings, special events and Communion. 

Evangelism Committee 
The committee met on January 9th and discussed plans for this year. We will meet on the second 
Wednesday at 1:00 pm of every month except February and December. Jackie Burney has 
advised us that after many years, she will no longer be able to continue to serve on this 
committee. She will be missed, and we thank her for all she has done and continues to do. She 
will continue to publish the beacon each month.  We now have only four active members of our 
committee and would ask that anyone interested, to please join us.  

We have been busy developing and updating the Bethel Church Brochure and plan to have it 
available for each of us to have it to pass out at all opportunities as we meet others. We now have 
the photo for the front of the brochure and are taking it to the next step. There are a few new 
opportunities which came from the Session meeting and we will address them as they are further 
defined. Our objective is to create an interest in our Church and take God’s Message to as many 
as possible. 

Our first event this year will be the “Chili & Concert” and will be held on either March 23rd or 
30th.  We will hold a special meeting on January 23rd to finalize our plans. 

The next event under planning is the meal for the Eastern Guilford High School football team 
which is normally held in August or September.  

  

 



Congregational Ministry 
Please joint us at 11:30 AM, Friday, February 8th  for fellowship and  our Golden Gang lunch at 
Sal’s Italian Restaurant in Burlington.  Sal’s has added fried fish to their buffet on Friday’s menu 
and has asked that we let them know approximately how many are interested in the buffet or how 
many would be ordering from the menu.  To meet their earlier deadline, please let me know 
(336-508-4660 or mdhartis2062@gmail.com) by Sunday, February 3rd if you think you will be 
attending and whether you might want the buffet or menu.  This is just an estimate, so if 
something changes please join us anyway.  

Christian Education 
The Education Committee met on Thursday, January 3, 2019.  The first order of business was to 
elect a Chairman.  Steven Stiles was elected chairman with Eva Allen being the Session Liaison.  
Adult Sunday School class will continue with Steven Stiles and Dennis Green as teachers.  The 
class picks back up studying the Book of Acts following a break of Advent lessons in December.  
Pastor Paul is planning a short course of lessons on “What it means to be Presbyterian”.  This 
will take place at the 10:00AM Sunday School class time.  TBA  

We are planning a field trip to the Museum of the Bible in DC possibly with multichurches, the 
date to be determined.  We decided on these following events for this year: 

          April 20th – Saturday, Easter Egg Hunt and Drama 
          May 12th – Sunday; Graduation and Mother’s Day 
          July 13th – Saturday, VBS? One day? 
          August 25th – Sunday, Rally Day 
          December 15th or 22nd  Sunday, Goody Bags for young people after Christmas program       

 

 

Hear Our Prayers O Lord! 
Facing or recovering from surgery:  Marilyn Hartis-eye; Lynda Hinshaw-disc & nerve; John Nix-hip 
replacement delayed by blood clot surgery; Don Meadows-multiple surgeries due to car accident;  
W.R.Smith-hip  
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Jay Brookshire(11)-bone infection; Brenda 
Brown; Alan Flippin-infection; Judy Hankins-left eye blindness; John Key-rehab; John Nix-hip/back; 
Ben Miles-leg pain; Peggy Montgomery-2 collapsed vertebrae; John Paisley-fall & stitches;  
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Cindy Adkins-stage 4 breast; Bill 
Aldridge; Eula Mae Carter-breast, lung & kidney cancer; Sheila deVitry, Barbara Durham-cancer; 
Gene Hackney-cancer; Paula Hoeger; Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; Larry Idol, Rose Jeschke-
hospice; Molly Johnson-lung cancer (chemo helping); Charles Long-more bad days than good with 
cancer return; Debbie Moore-cancer;  Sarah Oakes-cancer in hip; Jeff Perkins-MS; Taylor Petty(new 
mom)-thyroid cancer; Rodney Ramey-cancer; Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer; Sue Ryan-cancer, new chemo; 
Jimmy Sloan-cancer; WR & Jean Smith; Bobby Stack-brain tumor; Lane Teague-lung cancer; Sheila 
(Bonnie’s friend)-cancer 3rd round; Gerald Williams-psoriatic arthritis 
Grieving: family & friends of William Crooks 
Homebound:  Annie Alcon, Frances Alcon, Inez Dunn, John Key, Eileen Lowe 
Salem Presbytery churches:  First Pres. of Reidsville; Lloyd Pres. (W-S); Stoneville Pres. 
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & all leaders of the world; all affected by 
government shutdown and border issues; all affected by violence; ending hunger; persecuted 
believers including Leah Sharibu (condemned to death for Christ by captors) and the families of those 
killed or imprisoned for their faith; all who don’t know Jesus; military personnel & families; those in 
battle; farmers; caregivers; work of the Elder Nominating Committee; Winter storm Harper & 
aftermath; Racial justice & reconciliation; Patricia McKinney-confusion & transition to nursing 
home; teachers and students before, during and after Christmas holidays; those on all sides affected 
by government shut-down and by immigration issues; buyer for Jerry’s restored historic house; those 
traveling including Pete Rhodes & friend through storm area 



 
        March              April     May 
Transfiguration of the Lord-3                 Palm Sunday-14                 Mother’s Day-12 
    Communion-3   Maundy Thursday-18         May Day-19 
 Ash Wednesday-6       Easter Sunday-21    
Pennies for Hunger-10       (Sunrise Service at 6:30 AM) 
  Chili & Concert       One Great Hour of Sharing-21 
 

          June               July            August 
   Ascension of the Lord-2              Communion-11 
  Pentecost/Homecoming-9          Food Lion Back to               
    Pennies for Hunger-9                  School Food Drive-17 
Trinity Sunday/Communion-16   
     Father’s Day-16 
 

     September         October                            November  
   Yard/Bake Sale-14                 World Communion Sunday-6     Veteran’s Day-10 
 Evangelism Sunday-22        Peace & Global Witness-6    Christ the King-24 
 Pennies for Hunger-22        Autumn Leaf Worship-13       Communion-24    
     Warming Tree         Hands of Hope 
 

          December 
      Advent/Hanging of Greens-1 
           Pennies for Hunger-15 
                Joy Offering-22 
         Christmas Eve Candlelight Service-24 

 
1 John 3:18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

Romans 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 

 
Mark 12:28-30   And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 

and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important 
of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.’ 
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