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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
…Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” And he
said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come.” And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord
say to his servant?” and the commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take off
your sandals from your feet, for the place you are standing is holy.”…
from Joshua 5:13-15
Be still, and know that I am God.

from Psalm 46:10

In 2017, I’ve been having a refresher course in the reality that I am slow, inefficient and clumsy.
From my own frustration at implementing goals from 2016 to the significant disappointment in
my ministry expressed by many in the 2017 to reports of the conversations at the October
congregational meeting to conversations at Session, I’ve had lots of reminders. It comes as no
surprise to me that I am a flawed pastor! I’ve lived with myself for a long time. I know that I’m
slow and inefficient, and despite long hours, rarely can keep up with the needs either of person to
person ministry or of organization to present the product be it in preaching or writing or praying.
I know that sometimes my memory rivals that of a gnat – and that’s when I write things down.
But for whatever reason, this has been a season of being hit with it again and again. And to my
chagrin, the message I believe I’ve been repeatedly hearing from the Lord is to embrace it,
something I haven’t heard so clearly since decades ago when I led a junior high ministry.
I want to be clear that I am NOT saying that the disappointment is invalid, and I DO promise that
the Session (myself included) is intentionally and prayerfully seeking ways to address the
concerns that will include open and frank forums and conversations with all who want to
participate. I am a believer in what I call a holy discontent which the Holy Spirit stirs in us to
lead us into Godly change. It’s an important time for us as a church. However, this month’s
Parsonal Ponderings is not about those things, though it may be inspired by them.
Embracing my slowness, inefficiency and clumsiness as gifts – or at least intentional realities –
from God is difficult, counter-intuitive and humbling. Those characteristics don’t fit very well in
a Type-A, technologically racing culture, and I’m not sure they fit well in any culture. But they
do come with some potential benefits.
For me, one of them is an inability to hold grudges or to condemn. I am too aware of my own
reliance on forgiveness and grace. (I also can’t remember the details of why I’m offended.) At
an earlier age than most, I was able to entirely relate to the frustration many seniors have with
short term memory challenges. Another is a willingness to keep plowing through the muck of
brokenness and inadequacy - because that is where I live. Another positive is that I don’t
intimidate many people with my quick wit or outstanding competence. More people think, “I
can probably do at least as well,” and so some give it a try.
Ironically, when I embrace my slowness, etc., there is sometimes both greater peace and greater
fruitfulness. I’m not entirely sure why, except that, as that other Paul learned, the Lord says,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (II Cor. 12:9)
Sometimes in the very things we like least about ourselves are the gifts that God intends to use.
Joyfully, Pastor Paul

Laughter Is Good for the Soul
father wanted to read the paper, but was being bothered by his little daughter, Susie.
Finally, he took a sheet out of his magazine, on which was printed the map of the world.
Tearing it into small pieces, he gave it to Susie, and said, "Go into the other room and see
if you can put this together."
After a few minutes, Susie returned and handed him the map correctly fitted together. The
father was very surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly.
"Oh", she said, "on the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got Jesus in His
place, then the world came out all right."

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle
We'll meet the 18th of January at 6:30, place to be determined. Barbara will have our study and
Beth will do our devotion. Chrismon tree will be taken down on Tuesday, January 9th at 7:00pm.

Missions
Thank you to everyone who donated to the warming tree this year! A huge success! The items
were delivered to the Guilford County Mental Health department. They were extremely grateful
for all the donations! You guys rock!
We just finished our last quarter for Pennies for Hunger. We all are very blessed, and our
congregation has always stepped up to the plate to help those in need. The missions committee
sincerely thanks everyone who has supported every program in 2017. We could not have reached
all our goals without you!
Hard to believe a new year is upon us! Below is a list of activities pending for the new year. If
you are interested in joining our committee, we meet every 3rd Monday at 7 pm.
We are still researching information for a mission trip/outreach for 2018. If you have any ideas
to help our community, please let us know. God has commissioned his children to spread the
love, joy and hope of our Father’s Love to everyone. How Great is Our God!
2018 Committee Activities
FebruaryAll month food drive
MarchPennies for hunger
AprilOne Great Hour of Sharing offering
Mayto be determined
Pentecost offering
JunePennies for hunger
Julyto be determined
AugustBack to school food drive at Food Lion Stoney Creek location
September- Yard/Bake Sale
Pennies for hunger
OctoberPeace and Global Witness offering
Crop walk
Warming tree
November- Hand of hope collection
DecemberJoy Gift offering
Pennies for hunger

Security Task Force
The session has approved a security task force to evaluate Bethel's security and make emergency
plans accordingly. Tony, Bill and I attended a seminar provided by the Guilford County Sheriff's
Department a few weeks ago and found the information provided very useful. The task force is
in the beginning stages and will need volunteers to help keep our church safe. A meeting date has
not been set yet for January but will post in the bulletin when available. If you are interested in
joining the task force please contact Sherri Amoriello.

Session
The following actions were voted on by the Session at the Dec. 3rd meeting:
1. Approved the new Elders of Class of 2020 for ordination and installation- Ralph Alexander,
Marilyn Hartis, and Sharon Smith
2. Approved Jan. 7, 2018 for ordination and installation service for new Elders
3. Approved examination of Scott Amoriello by Session on Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017 at 10:15 AM
in Fellowship Hall
4. Approved by email vote the transfer of Larry and Jackie Gerringer to Peace Lutheran Church.
5. Approved motion to authorize movement of unused Memorial funds and Bethel BBQ
proceeds to General Fund for the beginning of 2018
6. Approved Christmas gifts for church staff members
7. Approved motion to establish a task force of church members headed by Elder Sherri
Amoriello to research Church Security Measures and make a proposal to the Session.
The following action was voted on by the Session at the Dec. 10th meeting:
1. Approved Scott Amoriello as Elder for the Class of 2019.

Stewardship & Finance
The figures for the month of November are as follows:
Giving:

$6,973.30

Expenses:

$6,650.87

The figures for the year-to-date time period are as follows:
Giving:

$95,077.81

Expenses:

$96,067.65

In November our giving was slightly higher than our expenses and we have spent more than our giving
for 2017 through November. Our Fall Festival was very successful with all the support from members
and friends and we made $8,322.23. We are thankful for your continued faithful support of the
programs and needs of Bethel Presbyterian Church. Thank you for providing the support needed to do
building maintenance, provide ministry to our congregation and community and the devotion to our
worship services for the glory of our Lord.
2018 will bring new challenges and every member will be needed to support the ongoing work of our
church. Please continue to be diligent in your giving of time and resources to meet these opportunities
to glorify our Lord. Bethel Presbyterian Church needs you at our morning services, Sunday school,
committee meetings, workings and activities offered to assist in our growth spiritually. Together, we are
God’s church working for His glory.

Worship and Music
BEGINNING 2018 WITH THE WORSHIP/MUSIC COMMITTEE
As this committee begins its work for a new year, we know that we need our God to walk with
us and help us as we work for Bethel and its congregation. Let us offer the following prayer:
O Loving God, we come once again to a Christmas season and Epiphany that holds so much
promise for the work you are doing in our world. We lift thankful hearts for another church year
where we will be afforded the opportunity to serve you as we are challenged with endless
responsibilities that will require your strength to help us do all that you call us to do. Guide our
thoughts and our actions as we work together as your church in this community to accomplish
much in your most holy name. Let us show our appreciation to all who answer your call to serve
Bethel by working on committees, helping to usher and greet, welcome the stranger in our midst,
and offer hospitality in a number of ways. Continue to bless us as we strive to serve you through
the work you call us to do knowing that anything we do in your name will truly be blessed. Give
us sound judgment as we make decisions that will benefit all of our congregation and encourage
us to reach out to share your love and compassion with the world. Bless our church leaders and
guide their decisions that we may all work together in unity throughout our faith community.
We pray this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.

(Worship and Music continued)

This committee met on December 14 to finish up our yearly business and to start thinking about
the New Year. Greyson reported that he has completed the move of music to a more convenient
location and is working through the folders of music to see what can be used during 2018 choir
performances and worship services. Thanks were given to Greyson for this work and for leading
our choir, working with a group playing choir chimes, and securing musicians to play during
special performance times such as the Christmas cantata.
Discussion took place regarding the use of two ushers instead of four and the group would like to
try using only two on the First Sunday in the fellowship hall and then see how the response is
before we make any other decision. It was noted that our attendance averages 40-50 and
Greyson has hardly begun the offertory before the ushers are at the back ready to come forward.
Ushers/Greeters for January will be: Howard and Peggy Dawson, Betsy Ashworth, and Linda
Seawell. John and Jackie Burney have agreed to serve in February but we need two more to
volunteer, please.
January 7, Baptism of the Lord Sunday will be our first communion date of 2018. Discussion
was held regarding the fact that our new Worship Section of the Book of Order suggests that we
have communion more often but our group expressed the thought that we wanted it to have
special meaning and that could be lost if we had communion too often. A suggestion for
communion dates and special service dates were discussed and Paul will share the committee’s
thoughts as the session holds its retreat in January and makes the final decision.
This committee will continue to meet on the second Thursday of each month and we would like
to encourage others to join with us in our work. Some of the members who served this year will
be going to other committees and we thank them for their work this past year.
Special thanks to all who have worked with this committee this year and we ask that you keep
our work in your hearts and prayers.

How to Face the New Year
Face it with an open Bible.
Face it with confidence in Jesus Christ, your Lord and Savior.
Face it resolved to stand by your church.
Face it with your heart right with God.
Face it with a resolution to witness to others who need to profess Christ as Lord and Savior.
Face it with a prayer that God will direct your footsteps throughout the entire year.

DID YOU KNOW…
McLeansville Lions Club
It is time for Brunswick stew. The McLeansville Lions Club is cooking Brunswick stew the first
Saturday of January and February. Please call 336-697-1600 to pre-order or stop by the
McLeansville Lions Club on the first Saturday between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm to get your stew.

Clothed in White snowy
Have you ever been pleasantly surprised when looking through the window to see snow falling?
A dull and dreary day was unexpectedly and suddenly transformed into an exciting and beautiful
winter wonderland. Bare and seemingly lifeless trees were turned into marvelous works of art as
they were decorated with brilliant white snowy highlights.
Our own lives are like that. Like the seemingly
lifeless trees, we were once dead in our
sins (Eph. 2:1). We were spiritually separated
from God and His kingdom. But then we were
cleansed of our sins through faith in Jesus, and
were made alive (Col. 1:13). No longer dark
and bare trees, we were clothed in white. We
had been given the brilliant clothes of those who
are in Christ (1 Cor. 6:11). We had become
beautiful works of art.
Also, as we are delighted to see a beautiful winter scene, so God is delighted to see His work in
our lives. We who once were unsightly, being his enemies, have been marvelously transformed
by His grace into children of God (Rom. 5:10, John 1:12).
May we allow the transformation in our lives to be a testimony to others of God's work. For the
celestial snow that has fallen on our lives can fall anywhere. It can fall on other lives, changing
souls. May we testify with our words and our actions that God loves to change lives as His
salvation falls like snow on believing hearts (2 Cor. 5:20).
Steven Halter, CBNeet

Hear Our Prayers O Lord!
Facing or recovering from surgery: Ann Greeson-shoulder (at Ashton Place), Bill Hartis-knee
(12/26); Gary Pegram-leg surgeries/infection (motorcycle crash)
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Robert Alcon; Sonny & Eva Allen, Donna
Bennett-back; Paul “Bubba” Breem, Herman Dawson, Glenda Gerringer, Samantha Hancocksurgery & pregnancy; Marilyn Hartis
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Dot Apple-cancer, Karen
Lowe Blalock-early Alzheimers, Lee Bumgarner-lung cancer, Bobby Chappell-pancreatic
cancer, Judy Covil-cancer, Sharon Flowers-Stage 4 cancer, Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; Molly
Johnson-lung cancer, Charles Long-heart/cancer, Erna Lorenzen-cancer; Margaret Maguire;
Henri Mazzoli-inoperable cancer & experimental treatment, Dan McClintock-brain cancer,
Debbie Moore-cancer; Rodney Ramey-cancer, Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol, Mike
Rivenbark-cancer, Sue Ryan-cancer, Jimmy Sloan-cancer; Joyce Summers-MS
Grieving: Family and Friends of: Teresa Green, Vickie Henshaw, Brian Addair; David Baker
(widow Amy is Jim & Sue Flippin’s niece)
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, Ann Greeson,
John Key, Eileen Lowe, Mary Norman; Bill Overman
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & family & all leaders, All affected by violence;
ending hunger; persecuted believers; help for those dealing with fires (including So. Cal.) and
other disasters, all who don’t know Jesus, military personnel; employees in ownership transition
of Dean’s Office Machines
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Happy 70th!
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April
One Great Hour of Sharing

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

