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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
There’s another family of skunks over at the Bethel manse…
(Oh, what a line for the comedians among us to play with!)
Maybe 10 days ago, Misha mentioned that he had seen a skunk in our yard during the day. Memories of a
rabid mother skunk 5-6 years back made me caution him to stay away – good advice with regard to
skunks rabid or not! A few days later, however, we saw a couple of skunks in the yard in the very early
evening, and I realized that these were juvenile skunks. I wondered if they were wandering while
Momma Skunk slept. I clapped my hands loudly from a safe distance, and the skunks made their way
back into the storage tent beside our shed. I wasn’t surprised – a number of skunks seem to have chosen
the back of the tent or the shed as dens over the years without bothering the human family that shares the
property. We have the day; they have the night. It is a good sign that these skunks are still afraid of us.
To make a long story shorter, after a few days of skunk appearances, I knew there were 4 skunk kittens
coming out regularly around 5-7 pm to hunt grubs, etc., and that unless they were clearly rabid, Animal
Control won’t do anything about them. I learned from Internet research, Tony, that it is NOT true that
skunks can’t spray until they’re 3-4 months old. They just don’t control it well until then. I also learned
that an adult skunk had been killed by a car across from our property. I guess that was Momma Skunk.
Her babies are just old enough to start foraging on their own, but not quite old enough to know that
“nocturnal” means “after dark”.
Unfortunately, this was occurring just as I wanted to retrieve a mower from the back of the tent. One
evening, when I counted all four skunks out in the yard, I realized that I could reach into the back of the
tent and get the mower while the tent was clear. Quickly I went to do so, and just as quickly was
surprised to meet skunk kitten #5!
Fortunately, there was no spraying – we saw each other just far enough away for each of us to retreat.
But I was reminded of the danger of assuming that just because I haven’t seen something doesn’t mean
it’s not there! So now, though I have never counted more than 5 little skunks outside at a time, for all I
know there might be a dozen taking turns.
I wonder how often we miss God because we make the same kind of assumption. “I haven’t
seen/heard/felt God work in the ways I’ve sensed before, so he must not be doing anything.” “I can’t
imagine any solution to the problem I’m facing, so there’s nothing God can do.” Written down, it seems
as silly as it is, but when I honestly listen my own inner thoughts, I find that my hopes, expectations, and
decision-making is far too often based on what I see now instead of the infinity of who God always is.
Creation out of NOTHING. Can there be anything too hard for God?!? Perfect justice fulfilled by perfect
love on a cross. Is there anything too extreme for God’s love!?! Let’s live joyfully expecting God to do
what we can’t even imagine.
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the
power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20–21(ESV)
Joyfully in Jesus, Pastor Paul

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle
Sherri Amoriello-Chair
Education
Betsy Green-Session & Co-Chair Stephen Stiles-Co-Chair
You're all invited to join Pastor Paul for discussion of a video series called Crossing the
Waters by Leslie Leyland Fields, an author, speaker and Alaskan salmon fisherwoman. We'll
begin this Saturday at 4 pm for an hour, and plan to give about 45 minutes to video and
discussion with about 15 minutes for the practice of prayer. Other Saturday dates are June 16,
June 23, June 30, July 7 and July 21 (No study on July 14).

Evangelism
Ralph Alexander-Session & Chair
Please keep an eye on the front yard sign and the various bulletin boards, for current updates and
new information on activities and messages. If you have any information that you would like to
share, please prepare it, and we will post it for all to see.
Our next meeting will be on August 8 at 1:00 pm and all are invited. We will be completing our
plans for Eastern Guilford football team meal and we will continue the process of updating our
Bethel Church Brochure. If you have any information, historical pictures or comments that will
benefit this process, please, share them with us. We welcome any and all ideas, which will help
us in our active pursuit of methods to improve our outreach programs, so they work for God and
our Church and community.

Ministry
Marilyn Hartis-Session/Co-Chair Beth Andrews-Co-Chair
During the month of June, the Missions Committee served refreshments for Diane Perkins' memorial
service, took meals for neighbors to 37 persons and helped with the meal for Homecoming. Nineteen
members of the Golden Gang ate lunch at Village Grill in Burlington.

Missions
Barbara Thompson-Session & Chair

Property
Tony Andrews-Session Tim Smith-Chair

Security Task Force
Sherri Amoriello-Session & Chair
The session has approved creating a Security Task Force to keep our Church safe. We are still in
the beginning stages of who, what, when and where. I will keep you posted as much a possible
once I confirm this information. The task force will need your help on who would be available to
volunteer for special tasks if a crisis arises. Hopefully the Good Lord Will Bless our Church and
never have to enact these procedures. Please let me know if you are interested in volunteering
for these special tasks.
(Continued on next page)

Responding to an attack:
 Evaluate the situation:
o Is help available?
o What state of mind is your attacker in?
 Stay alert:
o Listen and observe carefully
 Goals:
o Escape
o Survive
Decide how to respond:
 Be realistic about your ability to protect yourself
o Screaming, hitting, biting may help you escape, but it could also expose
you to greater harm
o Do what comes naturally and do it immediately
 Remember each emergency is different
How to respond to an active shooter:
 Evacuate:
o Have an escape route and plan in mind
o Leave belongings behind
o Keep your hands visible
 Hide out:
o Hide in an area out of the active shooter’s view
o Block entry to your hiding place and lock doors
 Take Action:
o As a last resort and only when your life if in IMMINENT danger
RUN- AWAY FROM THE GUNSHOTS
HIDE- FIND COVER
FIGHT- DEFEND YOURSELF AND OTHERS
When officers arrive on scene:
 Remain calm and follow officers’ instructions
 IMMEDIATELY raise hands and spread fingers
 Keep hands visible at all time
 Avoid quick movements towards officers such as holding on to them for safety
 Avoid pointing, screaming and yelling
What you should tell responding officers:
 Location of the active shooter
 Number of shooters
 Description of shooters
 Number and type of weapons held by the shooter (s)
 Number of potential victims at the location
Remember:
 Always be alert
 Be aware of your surroundings
 Report any suspicious activity or person
 Express your concerns
 Always be prepared for the unexpected
 DON’T BECOME COMPLACENT!!
When responding to the emergency:
Security (4 people):
______________________________________________________________________________
Emergency response medical:
______________________________________________________________________________
Caretakers for congregation:
______________________________________________________________________________
Safe meeting location:
______________________________________________________________________________

Session
Jim Flippin-Session Stated Clerk
The Stated Session Meeting was held on June 3, 2018. The session meeting was opened with a
time of prayer and worship. The meeting’s highlights and motions approved follow:
 The email motion from the Property Committee for the purchase of the ice machine was
noted. The email vote was unanimously approved.
 Rev. Rhodes handed out Bethel’s Annual Report. Comments and thoughts on the
distribution to the congregation were to be sent to Rev. Rhodes.
 Jimmie Flippin presented a report on the May 15 meeting of Salem Presbytery.
 Rev. Rhodes presented a revised vacation and time away schedule which was approved
by the session.
 The Bethel Family Meeting on May 6 was discussed with Larry Hooker from Presbytery.
After a long discussion using the information from the Family Meeting, the session
moved to send a letter to the congregation thanking them for their efforts and letting them
know the session is working on the next steps.
 Session approved Aidan Dorsey’s Eagle Scout ceremony in the Fellowship Hall.
 Committee activities and reports were discussed.
 Communion will be served on July 29 and Barbara Thompson and Sharon Smith will
prepare the juice and bread.

Stewardship & Finance
Sharon Smith-Session & Chair
Stewardship and Finance Committee
The figures for the month of May are as follows:
Giving:
$8,587.82
Expenses:
$9,632.73
You have continued your support of Bethel’s work and activities with loving care for families in
mourning, meals for neighbors, and care for the sick. Thanks for your support and your time and talents
and the money you give. The budget for 2018 is $102,258.00. To meet this budget, we need giving of
$2,260.30 per week. With Bethel behind in giving to budget in 2018 and the start of the summer
months, please do not forget Bethel while you are on vacation or attending reunions, family gatherings
etc. Bethel’s expenses continue even while you are absent.
The ice maker was broken, and you stepped up to provide the money to purchase a new machine. The
new machine cost $2,460.95 and Bethel received $2,850.00 in gifts toward the purchase of the machine.
Thanks for your generous gifts which are so graciously appreciated and mean so much to the work and
activities at Bethel.
Bethel Maintenance Committee would like to use the extra $389.05 for painting that needs to be done
at the church. If anyone that gave money for the ice maker feels their money should be used otherwise,
please contact Tim Smith or Sharon Smith, so they can discuss the use of your gift at Bethel.

Technology
Scott Amoriello-Session & Chair

Worship and Music
Sherri Amoriello-Chair
June Meeting
 Discussed positive and negative thoughts regarding homecoming service.
 Discussed what is going well and/or not going well with worship services, inspiration,
music?
 Discussed gifts for Bethel’s men appreciation
 Worship committee has first Sunday refreshment July 1st, we are responsible for
securing Ushers
 We will not meet in August, we can email important concerns
 Amanda Anderson interested in being a backup pulpit supply 2019 as needed
 Begin discussions for the Christmas season
First Sunday Refreshments
July 1-Worship
Aug. 5-Technology
Sept. 2-Worship
Oct. 7-Education
Nov.-Evangelism

Communion
Date
Bread
Juice
July 29-Midsummer
Sharon
Jim
Oct. 7-World Communion Sunday
Marilyn
Barbara
Nov. 25-Christ the King/Reign of Christ
Sharon
Scott
Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Candlelight
Betsy
Jim
Jan. 6-Baptism of the Lord
Sherri
Ralph
Special Services
Sept. 23-Evangelism Sunday
Nov. 25-Christ the King
Oct. 7-World Communion
Dec. 2-Hanging of the Greens
Oct. 14-Autumn Leaf Worship
Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Candlelight
Nov. 11-Veteran’s Day
Choir
Calling all singers and ringers! Are you looking to contribute in new way at Bethel Presbyterian
Church? Right now, we are looking to add to our handbell ringers and choir singers. You do not
need any experience, only the desire to participate! We are looking ahead to our Christmas
program and having more musicians would give us some more options for the music we
choose. Please see Greyson or Pastor Paul if you have any questions.

Laughter Is Good for the Soul
ittle Rodney, 4 years old, walked down the beach, and as he did, he spied a matronly woman
sitting under a beach umbrella on the sand.
He walked up to her and asked, "Are you a Christian?" "Yes." she replied.
"Do you read your Bible every day?" She nodded her head, "Yes."
"Do you pray often?" the boy asked next, and again she answered, "Yes."
With that he asked his final question, “Will you hold my quarter while I go swimming?"

DID YOU KNOW…
Thank You!
To the entire Bethel Church and Congregation,
Thank you for the wonderfully ornate Study Bible. I’m sure it will be of much
use to me as I walk my own path of life that God has sent me on. Once more,
Thank you for the delightful gift and for always being there.
Scarlett Jarrett

Facing or recovering from surgery: Courtney Bumgarner-arm; Howard Dawson-lip
cancer(6/11); Barbara Durham-cancer; Bill Hartis-thyroid (5/15); Mildred Honeycutt-shoulder;
Marlene Sockwell-back; Ruth Wilkes-broken arm (fall)
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Sonny Allen-eye healing; Mike Brownheart; Jackie Burney; Glenda Gerringer-transplant list; Daniel Hutchinson; Sandy Kearns; Stella,
Chester & whole Mahaffey family; Debbie Stiles – auto-immune issue;
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Bobby Chappell-pancreatic
cancer; June Collins-new cancer meds; Joann Danley-ALS; Barbara Durham; Gail Hookspancreatic cancer; Molly Johnson-lung cancer (chemo helping); Charles Long-cancer return; Dan
McClintock-brain trouble, uncertain cause; Debbie Moore-cancer; Becky Mullins; Jeff PerkinsMS; Rodney Ramey-cancer; Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol; Sue Ryan-cancer; Jimmy Sloancancer; WR & Jean Smith;
Grieving: family & friends of Gary Roberts

August
10-Golden Gang
18-Presbytery Meeting
26-Rally Day
Back to School Food Collection
October
7-World Communion
Peace/Global Witness Offering
12-Golden Gang
14-Autumn Leaf Service
21-Congregational Meeting
28-Dedication Sunday

Sunday
1

November
9-Golden Gang
10-Bethel’s BBQ
11-Veteran’s Day
13-Presbytery Meeting
25-Christ the King Communion

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

9

10
NO
Finance
Meeting

Donna Smith

Pastor Paul
Study Leave

Pastor Paul
Study Leave
22

16

George Smith
&
Pat McGee

Pastor Paul
Study Leave
17

Pastor Paul
Vacation

Friday
6

7

NO
Education
Meeting

Howard &
Peggy Dawson

Worship
Meeting
7 pm

13
Golden Gang
Lunch
11:30 AM

Pastor Paul
Study Leave

Pastor Paul
Study Leave

Pastor Paul
Study Leave

18
Choir 7 PM

19
Paul & Nancy
Rhodes

20

21

26
Bryce & Mitch
Amoriello

27

28

NO
Evangelism
Meeting

12

Saturday

14

Choir 7 PM

Pastor Paul
Study Leave

Frances Alcon
&
Sam Ferguson

23

24
John Terry

25
Choir 7 PM

Pastor Paul
Vacation

Session 6 PM
29
Communion

5

11
NO
Property
Meeting

December
2-Advent/Hanging
of the Greens
16-Christmas Program
Pennies for Hunger
23-Joy Gift Offering
24-Christmas Eve
Candlelight/Communion

Thursday

Choir 7 PM

Missions
Meeting
3 PM

15

Wednesday
4

Ralph
Alexander

8

September
8-Yard/Bake Sale
14-Golden Gang
16-Pennies for Hunger

30
Pastor Paul
Vacation

31
Pastor Paul
Vacation

July Ushers
Amoriello
Family

Skunk Family Planning

For those who are wondering about my plans for the 5 (or more) young skunks mentioned in the Parsonal
Ponderings, Plan A is to give them a few more weeks to mature and to lose their fear of the dark, and then
to encourage them to find new lodgings. A skunk-deterrent recipe that I found on the Internet was also
recommended by Doris & Ralph Alexander who have used it to good effect. When the time comes, I
expect to make a lot of the concoction and spray it strategically so that the little darlings don’t just move
across the parking lot!
Plan B probably involves professionals.
In the meantime, look around you while walking at Bethel in the evening. If you see one (or 5) in your
way, I find that a loud clap (from a safe distance) gets their attention, and another one or two gets them
moving for cover. Leave a clear path for them to my storage tent or shed. If Tony Andrews gives you
wildlife advice, make sure he demonstrates it successfully before you try it.
Joyfully, Pastor Paul

