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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
“The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.”
Zephaniah 3:17
How often do you imagine God rejoicing over you? I’ll admit that the image is a stretch for me. Yet
there is nothing hesitant or reserved about God’s rejoicing over you and me in Zephaniah 3:17!
Here he is right in the middle of us. He’s not on the sidelines, watching benevolently. He’s not on a
distant throne, watching critically. He’s right among us, close as he can get, because that’s where he
wants to be. What is he doing? He’s rejoicing! What gives him joy? You do! I do! We make him
glad!?! How differently he must see me from the way I view myself!
My experience, both with myself and with the many people I have conversed with or counseled with
through the years, is that for most of us, learning to accept ourselves takes work. Learning to affirm
ourselves is even more challenging, and we learn to mix it with acknowledgement of our failings and
weaknesses to come up with a “realistic” sense of our selves. Humanly that is probably healthy, even
Biblical. But that’s not how God views us, according to Zephaniah. His balance is to rejoice over us
with gladness and to exult over us with loud singing!
In our family, particularly Nancy’s side, we have a tradition of singing Happy Birthday over the phone
when we’re not physically together for the celebration. We sing loudly and enthusiastically, but not
often very well. In fact, just the other day was my nephew’s birthday. Knowing he was with friends, I
texted Happy Birthday and offered to call and sing, rather than just barging in. His delicately worded
response: “I think I’m alright but I appreciate the offer.”
I don’t think that’s how we’ll respond when we hear God singing over us… I can’t yet imagine God
wanting to sing over me, but I have his promise, and you do too if you too are adopted into his family
through Christ. I think that when God begins to sing, even the angel choirs will fall silent to listen in
awe. I think the words and notes of God’s song will wash over us and we will each know that we are
unimaginably glorious, beautiful, and above all, beloved. And we will see with our own eyes God’s
exultation, God’s gladness, and God’s rejoicing!
We’re not there yet. We’re still being transformed; it’s not yet been revealed just how we will be. Still,
we can live today in the knowledge of what we are becoming and of how God in our midst already
rejoices over us with gladness. What will happen if we look at ourselves, and one another, and treat
ourselves, and one another, as those over whom God rejoices, exults, and sings loudly?
Joyfully,
Pastor Paul

Companions Circle
Sherri Amoriello-Chair

Education
Betsy Green-Session Betsy Green & Stephen Stiles-Co-Chairs
Andrew Bryant Overman graduated from Clover Garden School on May 24, 2018. He is the son of
Matthew and Rhonda Overman and the grandson of Bill and Sylvia Overman. Congratulations and all
the best to Andrew from his Bethel Church family!

Evangelism
Ralph Alexander-Session & Chair
Eastern Guilford Football Pregame Meal-September 28th is the date set to once again feed the football
team and coaches prior to their Friday night football game. This activity allows us to reach out to the
community and to support our schools.
Bulletin Boards-Please check out all of the boards to see what activities are coming up at Bethel. The
committee wants to make these boards available to communicate between all of us including any
visitors. If you have any message you want to share, please prepare it, and we will post it for all to see.
Bethel Church Brochure-We are in the process of updating our brochure/pamphlet so we can use it as a
viable tool for sharing our Mission with each other and the community at large. If you have any ideas,
historical pictures or comments that will benefit this process, please, share them with us.
Front Yard Sign-In an effort to provide external awareness and member reminders, of our current
activities, we need to keep this sign updated with latest messages and if you have any thoughts as to the
words we should use, to post there, please let us know.
Next Meeting-Our next meeting will be on June 13th at 1:00 pm. All are invited and we welcome any
ideas, which will help us in our active pursuit of methods to improve our outreach programs so they
work for God and our Church and community.

Ministry
Marilyn Hartis-Session/Co-Chair Beth Andrews-Co-Chair
June 8th at 11:30 is the next Golden Gang luncheon. Please contact Jim and Sue Flippin to save a seat!

Missions
Barbara Thompson-Session & Chair
The Missions Committee met on May 13 in the church Parlor. Members decided to fund the following
charity organizations for the 2018 budget year.
1. Mission Hope – Awarded 4 Stars by Charity Navigator, for over 20 years Mission Hope has
helped transform villages in some of the most remote and hard to reach areas on the planet.
People in these areas are unable to meet their most basic needs for reasons beyond their control.
Mission Hope’s strategy is to work with local village leaders and churches to assess needs and
provide solutions to them. Their aim is to work in a holistic way to lift people out of poverty, out
of disease and closer to Jesus Christ and a life that is thriving instead of just getting by.
2. Voice of the Martyrs – VOM was founded in 1967 by Richard Wurmbrand who is the subject
of the book and movie, both entitled “Tortured for Christ”. A Lutheran Pastor in Romania, he
was imprisoned and tortured for 14 years by the Communist. VOM is dedicated to serving
persecuted Christians worldwide. VOM engages in the following efforts: 1) encourages
Christians to fulfill the Great Commission in areas where they might be persecuted for sharing
the Gospel, 2) provides practical relief and spiritual support to families of Christians martyrs, 3)
equips persecuted Christians to love and to win to Christ those who are opposed to the gospel in
their part of the world, 4) undertakes projects of encouragement, helping believers rebuild their
lives and Christian witness in countries where they have formerly suffered oppression, and 5)
promotes the fellowship of all believers by informing the world of the faith and courage of
persecuted Christians, thus inspiring believers to a deeper level of commitment to Christ and
involvement in His Great Commission. VOM distributes Bibles to persecuted Christians. They
think that every believer should have access to a Bible and that this goal is achievable in our
generation.
3. Presbyterian Reformed Ministries International (PRMI) – The central training of PRMI is to
help you cooperate with the Holy Spirit in whatever ministry you may have, in whatever part of
the world you may live, believing that empowerment by the Holy Spirit results in more effective
ministries. Their initiatives are

(Mission’s continued)

1) Prayer - PRMI teaches ways to pray, how to grow as an intercessor, to deepen your prayer life, to
find opportunities to serve and help connect you with intercessors around the world, 2) Leadership
development – teaches the dynamic of cooperating with the Holy Spirit to build the
church, employ healing prayer ministry and extend the Gospel to the ends of the earth, 3) Growing
the Church and 4) Mission outreach – For items 3 & 4 –To teach evangelism and missions in the
power of the Holy Spirit and to reveal how to listen for and discern the leading of the Holy Spirit.
All this is for us to take part in the Great Commission.
The Missions Committee made a $250 donation to the Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro
for the “East Greensboro Tornado Relief Fund”.
On Sunday June 17, Pennies for Hunger donations will be collected. Please bring your pocket change
or piggy bank coins to help feed hungry people locally and around the world. Currently, money for
foreign hunger projects goes to Sister2Sister International in Kenya.

Property
Tony Andrews-Session Tim Smith-Chair
Future Property Committee meetings will be held following worship as needed.

Security Task Force
Sherri Amoriello-Session & Chair

Session
Jim Flippin-Session Stated Clerk
Due to the tornado, the Stated Session Meeting for April 15 was moved to April 29, 2018. The meeting
was opened with a time of prayer and worship. The highlights and motions approved follow:
 Rev. Rhodes stated that the Annual Report has not been completed. All reports are to be sent to
Rev. Paul Rhodes.
 Jimmie Flippin will be the commissioner to Presbytery on May 15.
 Treasurer’s report- Expenses are slightly lower than budget and giving is down considerably
from last year. This is a trend that we must monitor for possible actions in the future.
 The FAMILY MEETING date is May 6 and the proposed format and process were discussed and
approved.
 Congregational meeting for Elder Nominating Committee was approved for June 24.
 Security Plan discussion was delayed due to Sherri Amoriello be home with a concussion.
 Discussed using wall boards and easels for messages and activities instead of taping or using
push pins. We are trying to save the walls from additional repairs.
 Session reviewed committee activities and Shepherd reports.
 Communion will be served on May 27 and Tony Andrews and Jim Flippin will prepare the juice
and bread.

Stewardship & Finance
Sharon Smith-Session & Chair
The figures for the month of April are as follows:
Giving:
$7,255.00
Expenses:
$7,913.61
Giving to expenses was much closer for April then previous months. Thank you for continued support.
The budget for 2018 is $102,258.00. To meet this budget, we need giving of $2,247.35 per week. Bethel
is still behind in giving to budget in 2018 and committees are holding down spending where possible.
Please continue your support of Bethel’s work and activities during 2018 and do not let the weather or
absence defer your giving to Bethel.
With Tim Smith’s change in jobs, there is a change in how Bethel will be handling copier supplies and
maintenance on the copiers. Tim and Sharon Smith have agreed to continue to coordinate these
activities. If you have a problem with the copiers, call Tim at 336-601-8167 and he will help with the
problem and/or coordinate maintenance for the machine.
The ice maker has broken again. Maintenance for the machine is occurring multiple times per year at a
cost of approximately $200 per call. The machine is 20 years old and parts are hard to find. The Property
Committee is looking into the purchase of a new machine at a cost of approximately $2,300. If you
would like to donate to this project, please mark your gift as ice machine and drop it in the offering plate
on Sunday.

Technology
Scott Amoriello-Session & Chair

Worship and Music
Sherri Amoriello-Chair
What Does It Mean to Serve God?
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”
(Joshua 24:15). What does that mean?



It means to do what he says in a way that
makes him look supremely valuable in
himself.
It means to submit to him in a way that
makes him look thrilling.

There are ways to submit to God that only make him look threatening, not thrilling. There are ways to
do what he says that only call attention to the fact that he is an authority, not a treasure.
That kind of service is not the service God commands. What’s the difference? The difference is that
God has told us not to serve him as though he needed anything.
“Nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind
life and breath and everything”. “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many”. “God is seen as glorious when all our serving is moment-by-moment receiving
from God’s supply.” Both these texts put all the emphasis on God’s giving to us when we serve.
So, the kind of service that makes God look valuable and thrilling is the kind that serves God by
constantly receiving from God. The key text to describe this is 1 Peter 4: 11“Whoever serves, [let it be]
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies — in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.”
God is seen as glorious when all our serving is moment-by-moment receiving from God’s supply.
We receive this supply by faith. That is, we trust moment by moment that what we need, in serving him,
he will supply (“life, breath, and everything”). This is the opposite of being anxious. Such serving is
happy. And it makes God look no less authoritative, but infinitely more desirable. This is the glory he
means to have. The giver gets the glory. Therefore, “serve the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2).
Do you hear the Holy Spirit calling out to you? Speaking to you to volunteer in any capacity of Worship
Services? The committee would like to fulfill the requests our congregation has made on the 2017
Bethel evaluations, ie larger Choir, more inspiring services, Worship assistants, etc. Well, to do this, we
need your help! Please seek your soul, keep an open mind, heart and ear for the Holy Spirit calling out to
you!
Thank you to everyone who made our May Day service a joyful success! The Holy Spirit is present at
Bethel Presbyterian Church! Please join us at our monthly meeting every second Thursday 7 pm in the
parlor.
Attenion prayer warriors! If you are intertested in receiving prayers via email, please send me a message
to samoriello71@gmail.com .
Let us Pray: Lord, I come to You this very moment knowing You have already swooped in and filled
my broken places with Your healing presence as quickly as the words of repentance left my mouth.
Thank You God. Lord, pour out your favor on me as I seek with all my heart to live in full relationship
with You. Lord, I ask for an extra level of protection from the lies and thoughts of self-doubt the enemy
will try to deceive me with. In the name of our risen Savior I ask for Your presence to be so powerful
that every thought of being a failure will be defeated before it can ever take root. Let me only hear the
words of Your Holy Spirit whispering to my soul ‘You are mine and you are precious to me’. Amen.
June Ushers: Jerry Nix, Donna Bennett, Phil Thompson, and Barbara Thompson
First Sunday Refreshment
June 3
Missions
July 1
Worship
August 5
Technology

Sept. 2
Oct.
Nov.

Worship
Education
Evangelism

(Worship Continued)
2018 Communion Services Dates and Preparers
Date

Bread

July 29 - Midsummer
Oct. 7 - World Communion Sunday
Nov. 25 - Christ the King
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight
Jan. 6 - Baptism of the Lord

Sharon
Marilyn
Sharon
Betsy
Sherri

Juice

Jim
Barbara
Scott
Jim
Ralph

Special Services 2018
June 10
Bethel Homecoming
June 17
Father’s Day
Sept. 23
Evangelism Sunday
Oct. 7
World Communion
Oct. 14
Autumn Leaf Outside Worship
Nov. 11
Veteran’s Day
Nov. 25
Christ the King
Dec. 2
Hanging of the Greens
Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

July
VBS
13-Golden Gang Lunch
29-Communion

August
10-Golden Gang Lunch
18-Presbytery Meeting
26-Rally Day
Back to School Food Collection

October
November
7-World Communion
9-Golden Gang
12-Golden Gang Lunch
10-Bethel’s BBQ
14-Autumn Leaf Service
11-Veteran’s Day
21-Congregational Meeting
13-Presbytery Meeting
28-Dedication Sunday
25-Christ the King Communion
Crop Walk
Peace/Global Witness Offering

September
8-Yard/Bake Sale
14-Golden Gang Lunch
16-Pennies for Hunger

December
2-Advent/Hanging
of the Greens
7-Golden Gang Lunch
16-Christmas Program
Pennies for Hunger
23-Joy Gift Offering
24-Christmas Eve
Candlelight/Communion

Facing or recovering from surgery: Jax Cates-successful 1st brain surgery; Marlene Sockwell-back; Phil
Thompson-eye; Ashley Smith’s friend’s baby-successful surgery but may have damaged vocal chords;
Bill Hartis-thyroid (5/15)
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Sonny Allen-eye infection; Jackie Burney; John
Burney-back; Howard Dawson; Glenda Gerringer-transplant screening; Daniel Hutchinson; Sandy
Kearns; Stella, Chester & whole Mahaffey family;
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Bobby Chappell-pancreatic cancer;
Joann Danley-ALS; Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; Molly Johnson-lung cancer (chemo helping); Charles
Long-cancer return; Dan McClintock-brain cancer; Debbie Moore-cancer; Becky Mullins; Jeff PerkinsMS; Rodney Ramey-cancer; Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol; Sue Ryan-cancer; Jimmy Sloan-cancer;
WR & Jean Smith; Joyce Summers-MS
Grieving: friends and family of: Diane Perkins, Mary Loman, Rodney Modlin
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, John Key, Eileen Lowe, Bill
Overman; Margaret Maguire
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & family & all leaders; all affected by tornado; all
affected by violence; ending hunger; persecuted believers including Rev. Andrew Brunson & Asia Bibi;
all who don’t know Jesus; military personnel; situations with Syria & N Korea; farmers; caregivers;
gratitude & guidance for Bethel; Mitch on the way to Italy; Carissa on the way to CA

Laughter Is Good for the Soul
Car Issue
A young boy had just gotten his driving permit. He asked his father, who was a minister, if they could discuss
the use of the car. His father took him to his study and said to him, "I'll make a deal with you. You bring your
grades up, study your bible a little and get your hair cut and we'll talk about it."
After about a month, the boy came back and again asked his father, if they could discuss use of the car.
They again went to the father's study where his father said, "Son, I've been real proud of you. You have
brought your grades up, you've studied your bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut."
The young man waited a moment and replied, "You know Dad, I've been thinking about that. You know,
Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had long hair!", to which is
father replied, "Yes, you're right, and they also WALKED everywhere they went!"
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Monday

Ushers
for June are:
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Phil Thompson;
Barbara
Thompson

Collect Pennies
for Hunger

3

4

6 PM
(Jim Flippin
devotions)
10

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Stephen &
Ashley Smith

5

Charlie Sheets
11
Finance
Meeting 7 PM

6
Choir Practice
7 PM

7

13

14

Education
Meeting 7 PM

Sonny & Eva
Allen
12

Evangelism
Meeting 1 PM

Worship
Meeting 7 PM

Choir Practice
7 PM
Rev. Vance
Lowe

8

John &
Natasha Nix

9
Golden Gang
Lunch
11:30 AM

15

16

Jeffrey Allgeyer

Dennis Green

22

23

Carolyn McLain

Marilyn Hartis
Anita Broom
Mission
Meeting 3 PM
17

18

19

20
Choir Practice
7 PM

21

Scott & Anna
Amoriello

Kristy
Gerringer
Misha Rhodes

Pennies for
Hunger

Annie Alcon
24

25

Linda Seawell

26

Cole Amoriello
Nicole Bowers
Michele Terry

27
Choir Practice 7
PM

28

29

30

Joe & Julie
Allgeyer
Joe & Susan
Brown

Inez Dunn
Sylvia
Overman

