
 
PARSONAL PONDERINGS 

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, 
since you also are in the body.      Hebrews 13:3 
 

‘And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer, ‘Truly I 
say to you, as you did it to the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.’ 
          Matthew 25:39-40 
 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel,] so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that 
my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  Philippians 1:12-14 
 

At Thanksgiving, one of the things that Christians in the USA often rightly give thanks for is our 
freedom to gather and worship freely.  Throughout human history, that is a relatively unusual 
freedom to enjoy.  And in much of the world today, it is limited or absent.  In fact, numerically, 
we are living in the period of the greatest persecution of Christians ever, and in recent decades 
more Christians have lost their lives because of their faith than in the whole rest of the two 
millennia since Christ’s ascension. 
 

November 4 is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, and we will participate 
in our worship.  Christians who have been imprisoned or otherwise persecuted – including the 
recently released Presbyterian pastor Andrew Brunson of Black Mountain, North Carolina – and 
their families have often said that the prayers of fellow believers are immensely important and 
encouraging to them.  It speaks to them of not being forgotten, and also leads to powerful and 
sometimes miraculous events for those under persecution.  Numerous times, this has included the 
coming to Christ of witnesses to the persecution, including persecutors themselves, as they are 
impressed by the faithfulness and character of Christians under persecution. 
 

On our prayer list are two women under death sentences that can be carried out at any time.  Asia 
Bibi (50) has been periodically on our prayer list as she has been imprisoned on death row under 
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.  As even the judges in the Pakistani court have expressed frustration 
with the lack of evidence provided by her accusers, it is difficult to know exactly what happened 
some 9 years ago.  She is accused of speaking disparagingly of Mohammed; she may have 
simply offered a drink to a Muslim woman.  She has been in prison ever since, despite being a 
wife and mother of (then) young children.  She is waiting for the verdict of her final appeal.  
 

Newly on our list is 15-yr-old Leah Sharibu of Nigeria, the only remaining captive of 112 girls 
taken in a Boko Haram raid in February.  Because she will not recant her Christian faith, her 
captors say she will be killed.  Meanwhile Christians in Nigeria are inspired by her example.  Let 
us pray! 
 

Joyfully in Jesus Christ, who suffered for us, who still suffers with us, and who sets us free, 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

 Email: bethel.ch@bellsouth.net 
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FALL FESTIVAL AND BAR-B-QUE 

SATURDAY-NOVEMBER 10 

 
It’s that time of the year again!!!  Our Fall Festival and Bar-B-Que will be held this year on 

November 10 from 4 PM to 7 PM. 

EAT IN AT FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Our meal is an all you care to eat meal which includes bar-b-que, pintos, slaw, hush puppies, 
drink, and your choice of any homemade desserts.  The meal will be served in the Fellowship 
Hall starting at 4. 

ADULTS $10.00  CHILDREN 10 AND UNDER $5.00 

TAKE OUT AT SHELTER 

BAR-B-QUE BY THE POUND $7.00 PER POUND 

Take Out Plates will be available at the Shelter starting at 4 PM also.  Plates at the Shelter 
include Bar-B-Que, slaw, pintos, and hush puppies. 

PLATES $9.00  DESSERTS $1.00 EACH 

SIDE ORDERS OF PINTOS, SLAW AND HUSH PUPPIES $1.00 EACH 
 

PRE-SOLD SHOULDERS 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ORDER A WHOLE SHOULDER, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR PICK UP ON SATURDAY AT 2 PM.  THEY CAN BE ORDERED WHOLE OR 
CHOPPED.  TO ORDER PLEASE CALL TONY ANDREWS AT 336-908-4150 NO LATER 
THAN THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1st, AS THEY WILL NEED TO BE ORDERED ON THE 
2nd. 

WHOLE $50   CHOPPED $55.00 

BAR-B-QUE SAUCE $4.00 PER BOTTLE 

 

Golden Gang 

Golden Gang will meet at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall to slice and wrap desserts for the BBQ 
meal.  Sue Flippin will provide lunch for us at 11:30.  All types of desserts will be welcomed as 
some will be sliced and others left whole to sell in the Country Store. 

 
 

Laughter Is Good for the Soul 
 In All Things Give Thanks  

 

 

4-year-old boy who was asked to return thanks before Thanksgiving dinner. The family 
members bowed their heads in expectation. He began his prayer, thanking God for all his 

friends, naming them one by one. Then he thanked God for Mommy, Daddy, brother, sister, 
Grandma, Grandpa, and all his aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food. He 
gave thanks for the turkey, the dressing, the fruit salad, the cranberry sauce, the pies, the cakes, 
even the Cool Whip.  
      Then he paused, and everyone waited--and waited. After a long silence, the young fellow 
looked up at his mother and asked, "If I thank God for the broccoli, won't he know that I'm 
lying?" 



 
Session 

The Bethel Presbyterian Church Session meeting for September 16, 2018 was rescheduled to  
September 30, 2018 due to hurricane Florence. The session meeting was opened with a time of 
prayer and worship. The meeting’s highlights and motions approved follow: 

 Request for the worship service on June 30, 2019 include celebrating Bethel's first 
two pastors (Paisley Family ministers) and followed by a covered dish fellowship 
meal (prepared by Bethel members) for both congregation and Paisley Family 
Association was approved. 

 Draft of the 2019 budget was reviewed by the session and approved to be presented to 
the congregation. Session approved having a congregation meeting to review the 
budget and pastor's call and the annual Bethel Corporation meeting on November 4. 

 Motion was approved for action to close one section of the Fellowship Hall for two 
weeks prior to the annual Yard/Bake sale be postponed until the session planning 
meeting in January. 

 Motion was approved to refer the Mission Committee's request to not have First 
Sunday worship in the Fellowship Hall on the Sunday before the annual Yard/Bake 
sale to the Worship and Mission committees during the session planning meeting in 
January. 

 Session recognized the efforts of John Terry in getting approval and placement of 
Bethel Presbyterian Church signs on state roads. 

 Session reviewed the substitute motion being presented by Rev. Paul Rhodes and the 
session of Bethel for racial justice and reconciliation.   

Next session meeting is October 28, 2018. 

Stewardship and Finance 
Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
The figures for the month of September are as follows: 

 Giving: $9,500.00 

 Expenses: $8,159.64 

Wow, our numbers look good, but these numbers are misleading. The "Giving" includes 
approximately $3,600 from our yard sale. Thanks for your hard work on the yard sale so we 
could meet our expenses for September. While our planned activities are continuing for Bethel 
Presbyterian Church, we must be aware of our giving and pray about the service and work of 
Bethel Presbyterian Church.  The budget for 2018 is $102,258.00 and our giving to the general 
fund through September is $61,895.50. October through December are usually good months for 
giving but we have a lot of catching up if we are going to meet this year's expenses and budget. 
We will need to receive $3,105 per week to meet the 2018 budget.  

The budget for 2019 was presented to the congregation on October 21 for their review and 
questions. A Stewardship letter and 2019 pledge card was sent to you for your prayerful 
consideration and completion. November 4 is Dedication Sunday and an opportunity for you to 
identify your pledged gift to God for 2019. If you are unable to return this pledge card on 
November 4, please drop the card in the offering plate at a later service. This is an important step 
in your stewardship with God and we ask you to pray for God’s guidance in the creation of your 
plans for the work and worship of Bethel Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Missions Committee 
1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God's varied grace: 
Volunteer Opportunity – 
McLeansville Elementary School needs you! Would you like to mentor a child? Do you want to 
make a positive impact in a child’s life? Would you like to help a child grow and cultivate 
curiosity? These are some of the questions McLeansville Elementary is posing to their 
surrounding community. 

 A mentor is someone who plays a role of a teacher, coach, advisor or just a friend. In addition to 
motivating and inspiring young students, mentoring has been shown to have some of the 
following positive benefits: 1. lower dropout rates, 2. increase graduation rates, 3. enable 
healthier relationships and lifestyle choices, 4. encourage higher educational aspirations, 5. 
enhance self-esteem and self-confidence, 6. improve behavior and interpersonal skills and 7. 
decrease the likelihood of initiating drug and alcohol use. Mentoring takes place during school 
hours. Only a few hours a month can really make a difference in a young child’s life.  

To become a mentor, you will have to complete an application, register with Guilford County 
Schools and be able to pass a background check. 

If you have questions or are interested in becoming a mentor, please contact Barbara Thompson 
(336-456-3684). 

Hands of Hope – 
Hands of Hope is a holiday gift-giving program to spread cheer to 
patients of Moses Cone Behavioral Health in Greensboro and Central 
Regional Hospital in Raleigh.  The Missions Committee has joyfully 
sponsored a collection of items for this program for several years; 
however, due to recent conversations with our contact at Cone, their 

plans for this program are not final as of October 15th. We will keep you posted as Cone’s plans 
evolve. If the program proceeds as usual, we will post information on requested items and place 
collection boxes for them in the vestibule.  

 

 

Thankful! 
“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least 
of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’    
      Matthew 25:40 

 “Thank you” to everyone wo called, visited, sent cards, provided food, gave memorials 
and prayed for my family due to the death of Bill. 
It has been uplifting to us to have Bethel folks caring for us.  We are truly blessed. 
    Sylvia Overman and Family 

 Thank you to all who served people affected by storms on many states, and our 
neighbors during power outages.  Whether we know about it or you served silently, God 
bless you! 
 

 Welcome Jaxon Holt Andrews who weighs 6 lbs. 12 oz and is 19 inches long. He and Mom are 
doing great as are new Daddy -Benjamin, and big brother-Hunter and big sister-Mackenzie! 
Grandpa Tony predicted he'd be born on October 21st, and he was! There's no living with 
Grandpa now!!  Of course, we know Grandma-Beth can handle the grandson and husband. 

 

 
 



 

Property Committee 
1 Corinthians 3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ.  
Thanks again to those of you who faithfully continue to support the work of the Property 
Committee on our work days.  Without your help we could not keep our campus looking the way 
it should.   

There are several projects we would like to do but have not been able to get them done. This is 
due to not having enough people to come out to help.  The committee has stopped meeting 
monthly because we had no one showing up for the meetings.  So, Tim and I just meet when we 
need to.  I say that to ask for your help!  If you are interested in becoming a part of the Property 
Committee, please see Tim or Tony to let us know.  We would be happy to have you join us! 

I also need your help with a couple of things.  In the last month I have found the Fellowship 
Building, the Ed. Building and the Church left unlocked after we have had programs here at the 
Church.  I have also found the lights and air left on.  We need to make sure that the doors are 
locked, lights cut off, and heat/air adjusted when we leave the property.  Please, when you leave 
make sure that these things are done. 
 

 
Facing or recovering from surgery:  Paula Hoeger, Susan Kramer-lower leg amputation, Sarah 
Oakes-hip cancer (10/24); Sylvia Overman-ankle replaced  
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Jay Brookshire(11)-bone infection, S.G Gannon-
tumor, Judy Hankins-left eye blindness, John Nix-hip/back, Kimberly Rowell-head-on with truck; 
Gerald Williams-psoriatic arthritis 
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Cindy Adkins-stage 4 breast 
cancer; Bill Aldridge, Eula Mae Carter-breast, lung & kidney cancer, Sheila deVitry, Barbara 
Durham-cancer, Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer, Larry Idol-chemo, Rose Jeschke-hospice, Molly 
Johnson-lung cancer (chemo helping), Charles Long-cancer return, Dan McClintock-brain trouble/ 
uncertain cause, Cindy McLean-hospice, Debbie Moore-cancer, Becky Mullins, Sarah Oakes-cancer 
in hip, Jeff Perkins-MS, Taylor Petty(new mom)-thyroid cancer, Rodney Ramey-cancer, Ed Rich, Jr.-
cancer-new protocol, Sue Ryan-cancer, new chemo, Jimmy Sloan-cancer, WR & Jean Smith; Lane 
Teague-lung cancer 
Grieving: family & friends of Ed Bigham, June Collins, Lois Godfrey; Ledewey “Trippi” Allen  
Homebound:  Annie Alcon, Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, John Key; Eileen Lowe 
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & all leaders, all affected by violence, ending 
hunger, persecuted believers including Asia Bibi & Leah Sharibu (condemned to death for Christ by 
captors), all who don’t know Jesus, military personnel & families, farmers, caregivers, work of the 
Elder Nominating Committee, Earl Rutledge-missionary returning to dangerous situation in 
Nicaragua, All who suffer from  TS/Hurricanes Florence & Michael, All who suffer from 
recent/current floods, earthquake & tsunami, justice & wisdom in Supreme Court; Steven Stiles’ 
students including one with tumors 

 

December 
2-Advent/Hanging of the Greens 

9-Christmas Program 
Pennies for Hunger 
23-Joy Gift Offering 

24-Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion 
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The Evangelism Committee  

A letter of appreciation has been sent to John Terry from Jimmie Flippin, Clerk of Session, 
thanking him for his efforts in the placement of the new signs showing the way to our Church. 

The committee has been busy developing and updating the Bethel Church Brochure and plan to 
have it available for each of us to have it to pass out at all opportunities as we meet others. Our 
objective is to create an interest in our Church and take God’s Message to as many as possible.  

 


