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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
My elder son led his old man on a young man’s journey last week. It may take me another
couple of weeks to recover.
What had been originally a simple “Dad flies to Las Vegas to help Pete with a leisurely drive to
Valparaiso, Indiana” became:
 Pete flies Las Vegas to Rochester, MN, to do an engineering presentation at the Mayo
Clinic
 Dad flies Raleigh to Vegas via Houston to drive Pete’s car from Vegas to Denver in less
than a day
 Pete flies to meet Dad in Denver, and together they drive to St. Louis
 Fly St. Louis to Dallas to Houston to stay for about 7 hours
 Fly Houston to Dallas to Tokyo (for about 3 hours) to Singapore
 About 36 hours in Singapore. Two hotels, about a combined 9 hours sleep, while
covering a good deal of the nation of Singapore
 Fly Singapore to Hong Kong to Los Angeles through customs.
 Continue to Houston, to spend 4 hours at the airport overnight
 Fly together Houston to Charlotte, then dad to Raleigh and Pete to St. Louis to get his car
and drive 6 hours to Valpo.
 At every airport, Pete’s goal was to first get to one or more airport clubs, and to get to
every possible gate in each airport.
My son, the airline transportation fanatic!
It was wild, and I came back limping, yet I wouldn’t trade the trip for anything. It was a strange
yet wonderful experience for both of us as the roles were reversed, with Pete in charge of all
arrangements and navigation, and Paul following trustingly along. Pete is really good at this!
But he assumes much better sleep on flights than I could manage. Yet during many of those
wakeful hours, we conversed about Pete’s growing up and my parenting, acknowledging
mistakes, affirming the good, and being grateful for the man he has become. With marriage
coming soon, there won’t be many more such concentrated opportunities for a while at least, if
ever, and we both cherished the time.
I don’t have any great theological insights yet to share out of this wandering pondering, but I was
given a taste of what the other Paul –the apostle - may have felt when he wrote about giving
thanks whenever he prayed for the Ephesians, Philippians or Colossians because of the way they
were growing “to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
Joyfully in Him,

Pastor Paul

Laughter Is Good for the Soul
A Letter Home
ear Dad, $chool i$ really great. I am making lot$ of friend$ and $tudying very hard. With all
my $tuff, I $imply can`t think of anything I need, $o if you would like, you can ju$t $end me a
card, a$ I would love to hear from you.
Love, Your $on.
The Reply:
Dear Son, I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics, and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even
an hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you can
never study eNOugh.
Love, Dad

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle Sherri Amoriello-Chair
Meetings will begin in Sept 20th, please confirm participation in case new books are needed. I
will be happy to host the first meeting at 6:30 pm and lead the study if someone is willing to do a
devotional. Please confirm 336-382-0419 or samoriello71@gmail.com

Education Betsy Green-Session & Co-Chair Stephen Stiles Co-Chair
"Back to Church Sunday"
Sunday, Sept. 16th is "Back to Church Sunday", a national event to encourage people to
attend a Sunday worship service. Please invite friends, family and strangers, too! We have
fliers available which may be used anytime to invite folks to join us at Bethel.

Evangelism Ralph Alexander-Session & Chair
This is the fifth year Bethel has reached out to our local high school to show our support. Once
again, we will prepare and serve a pregame meal to Eastern Guilford High football team on
September 28. The head coach noted last year that Eastern has had winning seasons once we
began this service!
We need your help. A sign-up poster will be placed in the front door of the Fellowship Hall or
Vestibule. Areas you can help us are listed below. Please talk to those who helped served in the
past and you’ll hear how polite and appreciative the players and coaches are. We have been told
the students start asking early when they will come to Bethel! We will set up and start preparing
at 2:00 pm. The team will arrive between 4:00 and 4:15 pm. Thank you in advance for any help
you can offer and for showing God’s love towards this team!
Items or Service Needed (Sign up list will be available first Sunday in September)
Bake/bag cookies (gift bags)
Bake cakes (desserts)
Set up tables/chairs
Put placemats/napkins/plasticware on tables
Decorate tables
Grill chicken
Serve meat or vegetables
Help fill gift bags
Serve drinks
Cut cakes & place on plates
Clean up
Donate individually wrapped candy (bite size)

Ministry Marilyn Hartis-Session/Co-Chair Beth Andrews-Co-Chair
Missions

Barbara Thompson-Session & Chair
Highlights of August 16th Meeting
 August Food Drive at Food Lion - August 18 from 9am to 1pm.
 The quarterly offering for “Pennies for Hunger” will be collected on September 16,
2018.
 Discussed all aspects of the Bethel Annual Yard/Bake Sale to be held on September 8th.
 Reviewed list of types of jobs for volunteers for the Yard Sale.
 Sign-up sheet will be posted in Sanctuary vestibule.
We had a very successful food drive at Food Lion on Saturday, August 18th. We collected both
groceries and cash donations which were used to buy additional groceries. Other donations are
still coming in from church members. Many thanks to the volunteers who hosted our table at
Food Lion! Donations will go to stock the food pantry at McLeansville Elementary School.
Annual Yard/Bake Sale Sept. 8th - Missions Committee encourages members to sign up for the
different volunteer opportunities. This is an “all hands-on board” project so please select tasks
you will enjoy doing and are vital to this project. Some of the activities include such jobs as
cashiers, talliers, floaters, sorters, pricers, setup and cleanup, as always, we need Bethel’s great
cooks to bake their specialties for the Bake sale (cakes, pies, cookies, etc.) and we’ll also need
breakfast biscuits to go along with the coffee that will be selling. Please be thinking about how
you can help to make this the best Yard/Bake Sale yet! Donated items can be placed on the stage
in the Fellowship Hall. We will be able to start our preparations early this year. Following Rally
Day activities on August 26, we will be able to begin using a section of the Fellowship Hall, in
addition to the stage area, for sorting and pricing donated items. We will be announcing a
schedule of when the Fellowship Hall will be open for workers to set up for the sale. Please save

(Missions continued)
your plastic grocery bags and bring them to the church. Let Missions Committee members know
if you have large items to donate and need help getting them to the church. For questions contact
Barbara (whitleybaw@yahoo.com, 336-456-3684) or Charlie Sheets (csheets4@triad.rr.com,
336-449-5358).

Property Tony Andrews-Session Tim Smith-Chair
Security Task Force
Sherri Amoriello-Session & Chair
Preparing and comparing costs on various supplies to help keep Bethel safe. In the meantime,
please always be aware of your surroundings and always greet new people with enthusiastic joy.
Next meeting will be scheduled for September 22nd 5:30 pm for anyone who would like to join
the committee and still help plan an "in case of emergency". We are in the process of arranging
CPR training this fall. Look for information soon.

Session Jim Flippin-Session Stated Clerk
The Stated Session Meeting was held on August 19, 2018. The session meeting was opened with
a time of prayer and worship. The meeting’s highlights and motions approved follow:
 Changed the date for the Christmas Cantata to December 9.
 Treasurer’s Report shows that giving is continuing to be lower than last year by over
$12,000. Present giving levels are not meeting expenses for 2018.
 The Session moved to participate in national “Back to Church Sunday” on September
16. Information emphasizing September 16 will be developed and distributed at the
yard sale and to Bethel membership.
 NC Highway Department has approved Bethel’s request to put up additional signs.
 2017 Financial Audit has been completed with no discrepancies found. Thanks to
Doris and Ralph Alexander and Linda Seawell for all their efforts in completing this
audit.
Next session meeting is September 16.

Stewardship & Finance Sharon Smith-Session & Chair
The numbers for July are as follows:
Giving:
$ 6,830.75
Expenses: $ 8,236.78
That means that our expenses ran $ 1,406.03 over our giving for July.
The numbers for January-July are as follows:
Giving:
$ 45,551.50
Expenses: $ 52,402.66
That means that our expenses for the first 7 months of the year ran $ 6,851.16 over giving for
those 7 months. With those numbers in mind, that means we need to collect $ 2,578.00 each
week for the rest of the year in order to meet our 2018 budget of $ 102,258.00.
Unfortunately, there is more concerning news from our committee. Our giving for the first 7
months of this year is down $ 12,613.60 from the first 7 months of 2017. This information
concerns both this committee and the session. There are no easy or quick fix answers to this
problem. One thing we know we can and need to do is PRAY! God has had a plan for Bethel for
206 years, and we believe that He still has a plan for us today.
As this committee begins to prepare a budget for 2019, we are very concerned about how and
where we may need to decrease our spending. We cannot spend money that we do not have.
Please know how grateful we are for your continued support of our mission and ministry here at
Bethel through the giving of your time, talents, and monetary resources. Each one of you is
appreciated for all that you do and give. Please be in prayerful consideration concerning our
financial condition and as we begin our 2019 budget preparation.

Technology Scott Amoriello-Session & Chair
Worship and Music

Sherri Amoriello-Chair

Our committee did not meet in August, we will have a meeting Sept 13th 8 pm. Please join
us as we will continue to plan for the outdoor festival in October and advent/Christmas
season. We would love to hear your ideas!

DID YOU KNOW…
Pastor Paul’s Study Hall
Fall 2018 Topics
Once again, anyone who wishes is welcome to drop in to Pastor Paul’s Study Hall from 4-5:30
pm most Saturdays. (We’ll be otherwise occupied November 10 – Bethel BBQ, December 22 &
29 and possibly one or two other Saturdays if announced.) This is a time your pastor sets apart
for his own exploration of Scripture and Biblical topics, using tools such as videos and video
series and books in addition to the Bible itself, and I welcome your participation in learning
together. We’ll meet in the parlor (Plan A) or Fellowship Hall when preferred.
Pastor Paul’s Study Hall is an outgrowth of the special time Jim Bodkin and I had when he
couldn’t come to a group study of James due to health. Instead, he and I met at his home a few
days ahead as I prepared for each group study session, and our mutual conversation added much
insight for the group study. I expect that some of the studies we do this fall will find their ways
into sermon series and group studies over the course of 2019-20.
About 20-30 minutes of each study hall will be dedicated to prayer, and training in the practices
of prayer. By its nature, the schedule is flexible and from time to time we’ll add a week or two
due to lively discussion, or maybe consolidate when we say everything worth saying more
quickly than expected! However, here’s the initial plan:
September 1, 8, 15: The God Who Speaks. We’ll attack this single 92-minute video about the
historicity, reliability and authority of the Bible in 3 parts of about 30 minutes each, giving
ourselves time to discuss and to check the facts. At least 23 high-powered Biblical scholars
contributed to this video, including Josh McDowell, R.C. Sproul, and Ben Witherington III.
September 22-October 27: Galatians. This will be a chapter by chapter (verse by verse) Bible
study, enhanced by short videos by Kyle Idleman on each chapter.
There are four remaining studies on my list, probably two of which we can do before Christmas.
Three are video based:
 Common Man, Uncommon Life: a series put together by several Christian men who are
also Navy Seals
 Whisper – How to Hear the Voice of God: a 4-part series by Mark Batterson with his
book to match
 The Heart of Man: a cinematic exploration of the story of the Prodigal Son with
particular attention to sexual brokenness, contributed to by several excellent story-tellers
including my favorite authors John & Staci Eldredge
One is book-based:
 Moving Mountains, by John Eldredge, which is the best practical “manual” for effective
prayer ministry in cooperation with the Holy Spirit that I know. “Manual” is in quotes,
because it isn’t written like a manual, but rather a Bible study that is well-illustrated with
true stories of such prayer in practice. RSVP to get books in advance.
By the way, each of these video series are available for you to stream on your own internet
device, using Bethel’s license. Simply give me your email and permission, and I will have
RightNow Media send you an invitation to set up your own account – for free.
A Taste of Kenya Mission Dinner
Saturday evening, September 22, from 5-7, at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Winston-Salem, a
Kenyan dinner will be presented in support of Sister2Sister, a ministry supported by our
Presbytery and founded by a Kenyan Elder at Lloyd Presbyterian Church. The ministry includes
a local African crafts store which supports a children’s home and school in Kenya. More details
are posted on flyers in the Education building and Fellowship Hall. Please let Pastor Paul know
if you decide to go.
Triad Highland Games
The Scottish Games will be held on Saturday, Sept. 22 at Bryan Park in Greensboro. Plan to
come out and see athletic events, dancing competitions, sheepdog herding, pipe bands playing
and a variety of other interesting things to see and do. Gates open at 8:30am.

Facing or recovering from surgery: Ray Alcon-heart (8/20); Brenda Brown-back (7/16); Courtney
Bumgarner-arm; Larry Idol, Susan Kramer-lower leg amputation; Bill Smith-knee (8/6); Lu Ann
Smith-breast (8/10);
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Frances Alcon; Sonny Allen-Ashton; Eva Allenbronchitis; Russ Carlson-neck; Donna Gannon-pneumonia; S.G Gannon-tumor; Brenda Glasco-leg
infection; Daniel Hutchinson; Sandy Kearns; Mahaffey family; John Paisley; Debbie Stiles – autoimmune issue;
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Cindy Adkins-stage 4 breast;
Bobby Chappell-pancreatic cancer; June Collins; Barbara Durham-cancer; Gail Hooks-pancreatic
cancer; Rose Jeschke-hospice; Molly Johnson-lung cancer (chemo helping); Charles Long-cancer
return; Dan McClintock-brain trouble, uncertain cause; Cindy McLean-hospice; Debbie Moorecancer; Becky Mullins; Jeff Perkins-MS; Rodney Ramey-cancer; Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer, new protocol;
Sue Ryan-cancer, new chemo; Jimmy Sloan-cancer; WR & Jean Smith; Lane Teague-lung cancer
Grieving: family & friends of Allison Herschel
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, John Key, Eileen
Lowe, Margaret Maguire-hospice
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & all leaders; all affected by violence; ending
hunger; persecuted believers including Rev. Andrew Brunson & Asia Bibi; all who don’t know Jesus;
military personnel & families; farmers; caregivers; those affected by floods and wildfires including
Duane & Melissa Carter; work of the Elder Nominating Committee

To pray
Is to let go
And let God take over.
Philippians 4:6-7

October
November
7-World Communion
9-Golden Gang Lunch
Peace/Global Witness Offering
10-Bethel BBQ
12-Golden Gang Lunch
11-Veteran’s Day
14-Autumn Leaf Service
13-Presbytery Meeting
21-Congregational Meeting
25-Christ the King Communion
28-Dedication Sunday

December
2-Advent/Hanging
of the Greens
16-Christmas Program
Pennies for Hunger
23-Joy Gift Offering
24-Christmas Eve
Candlelight/Communion

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

UshersWorship
Committee

2

First Sunday
In Fellowship
Hall
SnacksWorship

Rita Harris

3

4

5
Choir Practice
7 PM

6

Education
Meeting 7 PM

Pastor Paul’s
Study Hall
4:00-5:30 PM
8

7

Nancy Blaisdell
&
Buddy Smith

Pastor’s Study
Hall
4 PM

Greyson
Leybourne

9

10
Pastor Paul
Getty Worship
Conference

11
Pastor Paul
Getty Worship
Conference

Doug Stroud
Finance
Meeting 7 PM

16
Pennies for
Hunger

17

12
Pastor Paul
Getty Worship
Conference

13
Pastor Paul
Getty Worship
Conference

Evangelism
Meeting 1 PM

Worship
Meeting 7 PM

Choir Practice
7 PM

18

19
Choir Practice
7 PM

14
Golden Gang
Lunch 11:30
Restaurant to
be announced.

Chuck &
LouAnn Smith
20
Companions
Circle

Peggy Dawson

21

Barbara
Thompson

Missions
Meeting 3 PM
6:30 PM

24

Howard
Dawson
&
Jim Flippin
30

25

26
Choir Practice
7 PM

Alexandra
Deal
27

22
Pastor Paul’s
Study Hall
4-5:30 PM
“Galatians”
Security Task
Force Meeting
5:30 PM

Session 6 PM

Lucy
Stephenson
23
Evangelism
Sunday

Ralph & Nina
Spear
15
Pastor Paul’s
Study Hall
4-5:30 PM
“The God That
Speaks”

28
Eastern
Pregame Meal
4:15 PM
Fellowship
Hall

29
Pastor Paul’s
Study Hall
4-5:30 PM
“Galatians”

