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PARSONAL PONDERINGS

“O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie...
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”

As | write this about a week after the election that made Donald Trump our President-elect and left th&
Republican party with control over both houses of Congress as well as the opportunity to move the balance of
the Supreme Court, protests and sometimes riots - in which sometimes non-voters outnumber voters -
continue in various cities, college students are offered Play Dough, Legos, therapy dogs and group screams,
and high schoolers gleefully leave class to add their voices to the din. Journalists, politicians, and seemingly
everyone who has an internet connection predict either total disaster or the reclamation of America and her

best years ever. Understandable fear grips some groups who feel threatened with deportation or persecution
based on their religion or their skin color, and sickeningly, some instances of violence against them do appear.

It would seem that for many, “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in” Donald Trump.

That would be a trap. Whether you are distressed or elated or relieved and cautiously hopeful that Donald
Trump and the Republicans were elected and Hillary Clinton and the Democrats were defeated (broadly
speaking), to believe that a President and party have the ability to fix or destroy or control our destiny is

foolishness bordering on idolatry. it also happens to be un-American, given that our founders deliberately
sought to limit the powers of government and those who govern.

That's not to say that the election wasn’t very important, or that those in office can’t do much that affects us
as individuals and as a nation in good or bad ways. Of course it was and of course they can and will. But we
who follow Christ has a King and a citizenship that is far above and will far outlast anything that the human
government of our nation can do. Our very nation, from the Declaration of Independence on, has been

founded on that truth. And even if the nation leaves its foundations, the Foundation itself stands forever, with
Jesus Christ as the Cornerstone.

How then shall we live? We follow Christ and love God with our who being, and our neighbors as ourselves,
We pray constantly, with words and hands, ears and hearts. We weep with those who weep, and rejoice with
those who rejoice. We oppose evil in every form with the love, justice and power of the Holy Spirit. We
confront racism while we ourselves build relationships across all lines. We protect the right to worship even of
those whom we believe to be worshipping false gods, while for both them and ourselves we require that the
exercise of rights never denies the equal rights of others. With action and words, we bear witness to the love
of Christ and invite others to find salvation and true life in him.

Here is the reality that remains through every presidential administration, war, flood and fire:

“This Jesus is the ... cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:11-12)

And “In him we live and move and have our being.”

If as individuals and the church, we trust and live in Christ, he will bless us with much fruitfulness for the
eternal kingdom. If we as a nation fgllow him, he will heal our land.
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