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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel,
which means God with us.

Matthew 1:23

Holiday memories become more and more bittersweet as I grow older. Probably they do the
same for many of you as well. Many of the people with whom I celebrated those formative
childhood holidays are gone, and even for those who are living, it has been decades since we
have shared a Christmas morning and almost as long since we’ve been together on Thanksgiving
Day. Many of the traditions from then can’t be recreated, and few of them would give the same
feeling anyway. I can’t remember anything else that ever gave quite the Christmas morning
thrill as the big yellow motorized Mighty Matilda aircraft carrier, but somehow I suspect even
the same gift wouldn’t give quite the same feeling.
Many of us have suffered the loss of additional loved ones recently, and each time we do, or each
time we celebrate what is likely to be a last holiday together, sadness comes closer to the surface.
We have to reach a little deeper to find the joy.
One thing that I’m finding is that the traditions that I focused on less in my young years are the
ones I really cherish now. I doubt as a child that I was most excited about reading the Christmas
story from the Bible together, but I remember it, and that reading is what now makes my
Christmas. In fact, sometimes when it doesn’t fit the family celebration of whoever we are with,
I find a time to read it by myself – and it is still the highlight of my Christmas! It does at least
two things for me: it connects me with a tradition from my childhood for which the meaning has
not changed (grown, but not changed), and it reminds me of that eternal meaning.
God came to be with us. God came not only to be with us, but to be one of us. God came to be
with us and to be one of us in order to rescue us, and bring us close to him forever.
Those truths fit every Christmas celebration – even the ones spent in hospitals or on the road
between commitments. They fit Christmas at any age – and for me they become richer and
richer the older I get.
Which makes me think about what I wish I had done more of as a young parent, makes me glad
for some of what I did do, and makes me determined to (gently) try to do more as an older parent
and someday, the Lord willing, a grandparent: encourage traditions from the start that have
lasting – eternal – meaning. Encourage traditions that will be meaningful for the little children
present even when they are grown, even if they spend these holidays alone in a hospital or
nursing home someday. They don’t have to be the main event, or even to take up much time, but
I’ll try to make them worthy of a pause in the other fun.
Possibilities: Counting blessings or at least each person saying one thing they are thankful for is
good for Thanksgiving, as is a Thanksgiving prayer or song. Maybe including a Christian
symbol of some type at the table as a visible reminder of to whom we are thankful. Maybe
saying a Christmas prayer, singing a carol or the reading or telling of the story. Maybe including
some Chrismons on your tree and/or a nativity set on a table, and taking time to tell the story
through them. There are many possibilities – I’d love to hear your ideas. The point is to take
note of what is (or would be) meaningful to us now in our experienced state, and to find ways to
make them a part of the young generation’s tradition and memory.
In Christ’s joy,
Pastor Paul

Laughter Is Good for the Soul
A woman went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her Christmas Cards. "What denomination?"
asked the clerk.
"Oh, good heavens! Have we come to this?" said the woman. "Well, give me 30 Catholic, 10
Baptist ones, 20 Lutheran, and 40 Presbyterian."

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle
Hello Ladies of Bethel! We need your help wrapping special holiday fruit baskets to surprise
some of our homebound members after the worship service on December 10. All the materials
will be provided by the Companion Circle ladies. We just need some extra hands! Please join us
spread some merry cheer to our homebound.
Any ladies who are interested in joining our circle, we normally meet every 3rd Thursday from
September to May at 6:30 pm for a meal, fellowship and learning about Women of the Bible.
December’s date has been moved to December 12th and all attending will bring snacks to share.
The Bible series we are currently studying help us see how the Women struggled, persevered and
formed history to today. Please consider joining us and watch for more information about our
lively group! Just in case you didn’t know, we do more than chat with each other! We brainstorm
ways to enrich the community with the Word of God, discuss ways to keep in touch with our
college youth with delicious and funny reminders Bethel is thinking of them, discuss ways we
can be of service and volunteer our time in the community. Hopefully, you will feel inspired to
join our fun-loving group! See you soon!

Missions
Wow! This year has gone by so quickly! First, we would like to thank EVERYONE who has
helped our committee reach our goals this year! It really has been a blessing to be able to help
those in need whether it was donating food, assistance for housing, walking to end hunger or
providing items to those who are suffering various ailments. I know we would like to help
everyone we meet and sometimes we are not able to make a large impact, but we are making a
difference because of you! Thank you! Thank you! Second, the missions committee is preparing
for a new year and we would love for you to join us! We meet every third Monday at 7 pm. We
will be considering different avenues of helping those in our community and possibly a mission
trip either next year 2018 or making plans for 2019. There are so many ways we can help and
hopefully we can find one to fit our schedules and experience. If you are interested in
volunteering either locally, state wide or out of state, please let us know.
WARMING TREE
There were 2 large shopping bags (packed) that went to Sedalia & a large box to McLeansville.
Both schools were very appreciative to all the donations. Thank you all for your generosity.
God’s love is shining through Bethel!
Pennies for Hunger- December 10th is our last offering for 2017!
Since 1989 Salem Presbytery has distributed more than THREE MILLION DOLLARS to feed
hungry people locally and around the world!!
Domestic Grants for 2017 $23,500
1. Burlington First Alamance Co. Meals on Wheels $3000
2. Burlington First Allied Churches of Alamance Co. $2000
3. North Wilkesboro Blue Ridge Opportunity Commission $1500
4. Asheboro First Christians United Outreach Ctr. $2500
5. Concord PC Food Pantry $1500
6. Boone First Hospitality House $2500
7. Salisbury First Rowan Helping Ministries $2000
8. Highland Samaritan Ministries $2500
9. Highland Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest NC $2500
10. Sedgefield Pres. Summer Lunches $2500
11. North Wilkesboro Wilkes ministry of h.o.p.e. $1000

(Mission Committee continued)

International Grants for 2017$8,000
$4000 to Sister2Sister International, Kenya
$4000 to Congo Farm Projects
JOY GIFT OFFERING- December 24th, 2017
THE INDESCRIBABLE GIFT
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! —2 Corinthians 9:15
The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly “indescribable gift,” as
well as the gifts of church leaders—past, present, and future.
In the second letter to the Corinthians, Paul talks of a generous gift that has been promised. As he
sends folks ahead to make arrangements for this gift, he takes the opportunity to illuminate the
impact of generosity. Paul grounds readers first in God’s generosity, reminding us that God not
only provides seed for sowing and bread for food, but God goes further, partnering in
human generosity both as source and as amplification. The gifts we give are from God, and they
are multiplied and increased by God as we give. The result of the generous gift made by the
Corinthians therefore has a compounding effect, enriching the Corinthians “in every way.” It
results in impact to those whose need is met, and the ministry made possible by the gift—to the
giver of the gift as well. It then overflows in thanksgiving to God and benefits the whole church
as it inspires and testifies to the gracious work of God through Christ. It is that grace, then, that
Paul describes as “indescribable.”
Through the work of the Christmas Joy Offering, we seek the living of this truth: that
God’s generosity is the source, the support, and the outcome of our own. We give because God
has freely given. We give to support the needs of our church leaders—past, present, and future—
and God amplifies and extends those gifts through the ministry of those leaders. Their gifts of
ministry extend and amplify as well, “overflowing” in thanksgiving to God, and the entire
environment of generosity bears witness to God’s grace, a truly indescribable gift.
A church worker in a time of need receives the generosity of the church in the same way
they have been generous in their service to it—then turns around and makes a gift himself to help
other church leaders in need. A student at Presbyterian Pan American School receives the
generosity of the church and responds by dedicating his life to serving the church. The work of
the Offering is compounding generosities, with unending expansion and ceaseless increase.
In gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) invites
congregations to join this celebration of God’s presence with us by supporting those in need of
help and hope.
2018 committee activities
February
All month food drive
March
Pennies for hunger
April
One Great Hour of Sharing offering
May
to be determined
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Pentecost offering
Pennies for hunger
to be determined
Back to school food drive at Food Lion Stoney Creek location
Yard/Bake Sale
Pennies for hunger
Peace and Global Witness offering
Crop walk
Warming tree
Hand of hope collection
Joy Gift offering
Pennies for hunger

Session
These were the action items from Oct. 22 Session Meeting:

1. Examined and received new members: Donna Bennett, Becky Lowdermilk, Ashley Smith, and
Steven Stiles
2. Approved minutes for: 9/10/17 stated Session meeting, 10/08/17 Congregational Meeting, and
10/08/17 Annual Mtg of Corporation
3. Approved date of 01/13/18 for 2018 Annual Session Retreat with 01/20/18 as alternate date
4. Approved Jim Flippin to represent Session at Commission on Ministry Meeting of Salem
Presbytery 10/26/17
5. Approved time of 5PM for Dec. 5th Session Meeting
6, Approved Jim Flippin as commissioner to 11/14/17 Presbytery Meeting
7. Approved a Called Session Meeting for 10/29/17 to hear report from Commission on Ministry
Meeting
8, Approved adding a Nativity Set to the Wish List
9. Approved motion to authorize Worship Com. to create a task force to propose future ways to
honor the fallen military around Memorial Day.
10. Approved transfer to eternal Congregation of Church Universal of Anna Pell Broadwell
11. Approved appointment of Elders Barbara Thompson and Jackie Burney to serve with Pastor
Paul on Membership Review Committee.

Stewardship & Finance
The figures for the month of October are as follows:
Giving:
Expenses:

$8,057.79
$11,113.42

The figures for the year to date time period are as follows:
Giving:
Expenses:

$88,104.51
$89,416.78

In October we spent more than we gave and we have slightly overspent for 2017. We are
thankful for your continued faithful support of the programs and needs of Bethel. To meet our
budget for 2017, we need to collect $1,678.17 each week. Please keep Bethel and our holiday
activities in your thoughts and prayers.
As we prepare for 2018, October 29 provided you the opportunity to dedicate a portion of God’s
gift to you back to Bethel. God has blessed us with a beautiful church and grounds that we enjoy
and are asked to care for. Thanks to each person who has faithfully given of their time and
money. For next year, we received 16 pledge cards for a total of $41,640. You may still turn in
your pledge by placing the pledge card in the offering plate or give them to Tim Smith. Every
year, Bethel takes a “leap of faith” as we plan our activities around a budget; and God continues
to provide for our needs. Thanks to all who give so generously of their time and money to God’s
work.

Youth
Each year Bethel has taken part in donating shoeboxes toward the project Operation Christmas
Child, through Samaritan’s Purse. This year, with the help of the congregation, we were able to
pack 16 shoeboxes! Thank you to all who donated money and shoeboxes! Your donations will
help kids around the world learn about the gospel and bring them joy during the Christmas
season!

DID YOU KNOW…
McLeansville Lions Club
It is time for Brunswick stew. The McLeansville Lions Club is cooking Brunswick stew the first
Saturday of December, January and February. Please call 336-697-1600 to pre-order or stop by
the McLeansville Lions Club on the first Saturday between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm to get your
stew.

Alamance Choral Christmas Concert
presenting

“A Season of Hope”
Tuesday, December 12th, 7:30pm
First Reformed United Church of Christ
513 West Front Street Burlington NC
Admission is free with the donation of canned food items
Carpool leaving Bethel parking lot at 6:40pm

Facing or recovering from surgery: Ann Greeson-shoulder (at Ashton Place)
Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Frances & Robert Alcon-bad colds; Sonny &
Eva Allen, Donna Bennett-back; Herman Dawson-rehab, Glenda Gerringer, Samantha Hancocksurgery & pregnancy, Presleigh Holderfield (2) – suspected leukemia; Gary Pegram- critical
motorcycle accident injuries, Phil Wall (diverticulitis); Michael Younger-heart
Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Karen Lowe Blalock-early
Alzheimers, Lee Bumgarner-lung cancer, Bobby Chappell-pancreatic cancer, Judy Covil-cancer,
Sharon Flowers-Stage 4 cancer, Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; Charles Longheart/cancer/memory, Erna Lorenzen-cancer; Margaret Maguire; Henri Mazzoli-inoperable
cancer & experimental treatment, Dan McClintock-brain cancer, Debbie Moore-cancer; Rodney
Ramey-cancer, Ed Rich, Jr.-cancer return, new protocol, Mike Rivenbark-cancer; Sue Ryancancer, Jimmy Sloan-cancer, Larry Sprinkle-cancer (at bay); Joyce Summers-MS
Grieving: Teresa Green & family; friends and family of: Robert Rayle, Maurice Cawn, Mitch
Lavert, Gerald Maguire, Clyde Gann, Emma Jean Williford, George Brown, Donna Robbins,
Porter Lowdermilk; Dot Apple
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, Ann Greeson,
John Key, Eileen Lowe, Mary Norman; Bill Overman,
Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & family & all leaders, All affected by
violence, including First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, TX; ending hunger; persecuted
believers; help for those recovering from fires, hurricanes & earthquakes, all who don’t

May you have the gift of faith,
the blessing of hope
and the peace of His love
at Christmas and always.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Meals for
Neighbors

Decorating
Chrismon Tree
10 AM
Sanctuary

Volunteers
4 pm
3
Hanging of the
Greens
Worship
Service

4

Jackie
Gerringer

5

6
Choir Chimes
6 PM
Choir 7 PM

7

Ed Rich Sr

8

9

15

16

Nina Spear

Kendal
Gannon

Session
Meeting
5 PM

Donna &
Darren Stroud

10
Pennies for
Hunger
Offerings
Fruit Baskets
Packed &
Delivered
17
Christmas
Program
“A Great
Light”
11:00 AM
Covered Dish
Sherri
Amoriello
Lois Stroud
Michelle
Gerringer

24

11
No Finance
Meeting

13
No Evangelism
Meeting

14

Jim & Sue
Flippin

Choir “Dress
Rehearsal”
6-8 PM
18

19

20
Choir 7 PM

21

22

23
Doug & Lois
Stroud

26

27

28

29

30
Kara Stroud

Missions
Committee
Meeting
7 PM
Beacon
Information
Due

25
Joy Gift
Offering

Christmas Eve
Service,
Communion;
Candle
Lighting
8 PM
31

12
No Property
Meeting

No Choir
Practice
Happy
Birthday
Jesus!

JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT TO CHRISTMAS
WITH THE WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE
This is a wonderful time of the year for our church and our Worship/Music Committee as
we make plans to celebrate the Advent and Christmas seasons once again with special
activities and worship services. The month begins with the Hanging of the Greens service.
Advent readings will be part of each of the four Sundays leading up to Christmas as we
light the candles of hope, peace, joy and love. On the evening of Christmas Eve, we will
light our Christ candle as we once again welcome the most precious Gift we will ever
receive. We will be having both morning and evening services on Christmas Eve and at the
8:00 evening service we will celebrate Holy Communion and participate in candle lighting
with the congregation. Each Sunday in Advent, we will also have an opportunity to learn
more about the beautiful symbols on our sanctuary Chrismon tree and what the symbols
tell us about the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Special Advent calendar booklets which include devotions for every day between Dec 3 –
Dec 25 have been ordered for all who want one and we encourage our adult Sunday school
classes to utilize them during December. Entitled Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2017,
we will find contained brief readings for each day in Advent, including a passage of
Scripture, a short devotion, and a closing sentence prayer. In honor of the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, these selections also reflect writings of
Protestant reformers.
One of the most important words we will hear during Advent is hope. Advent is a time of
expectation when we will sing “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus…” As we look ahead,
strengthened by God’s words as we study in Scripture, we will be strengthened by our hope
in God’s promises. As we light the first purple candle on the Advent wreath, we know our
Advent hope is grounded in the promise of the Word of God…Jesus Christ, the coming
Messiah. As we light our second purple candle, we will all pray for peace in our troubled
world. John the Baptist preached repentance not only to the crowds who gathered to hear
him but also to those in leadership positions who needed to change their ways and ideas.
The nature of the Messiah who is coming is implied by the expectation of ethical behavior
on the part of those who repented of their previous sinful lives. Loving behaviors toward
our neighbors are demanded by those who follow the Messiah. On the third Sunday of
Advent, we light the pink candle, the candle of joy. John’s preaching may have sounded
threatening but he preached good news! Joy breaks out on “Gaudete” or Joy Sunday
because repentance is possible! God is offering us his forgiveness. Even though the call to
repent strikes fear into human hearts, the message that God’s salvation is near at hand is
wonderful news as we wait for him to come into our hearts. On the fourth Sunday of
Advent, which happens this year to be the morning of Christmas Eve, we light our third
purple candle completing the circle of four around the wreath. Love itself is making His
way into our lives once again. What great knowledge is revealed in the incarnation. God
being made human flesh coming to earth to be our example of how we are to love one
another! Christmas Eve at our night service, we will light the white Christ candle and our
Advent wreath is complete. “LOVE” will now be with us. All the words of Advent point us
to this Babe of Bethlehem…who is our Lord and Savior. May our hearts be so filled with
this great love that they overflow to bring hope, peace, joy and love to all around us.

December Ushers/Greeters: Emily, Kara, Jackie, volunteer
(Please let Rebecca or Sue know if you can help in January.)

December Dates:
3

IN SANCTUARY…Hanging of the Greens Service; first Sunday in Advent

10

Second Sunday in Advent

14

Regular Committee Meeting (please plan on a longer meeting as we
did not have our November meeting)

17

Christmas Cantata and chimes special service; covered-dish lunch and
fellowship time following worship

24

Christmas Eve…regular morning service; Evening service at 8:00 with
Holy Communion and candle lighting

25

Christmas Day

31

Special Music Service on First Sunday after Christmas

Our committee would like to thank every person who has helped with our requests for
service during this church year and spoken words of encouragement. We have tried to be
diligent in working to hear your suggestions and to find ways we can have inspirational
services of worship. Please feel free to share your ideas with Pastor Paul and members of
the committee as we continue to try some new things as well as appreciating what is
working well. A number of you gave us positive comments about having worship around
the tables for our first Sunday in November so we may continue that practice into 2018 as
it saves backs and time in setting up and taking down tables and chairs. We truly
appreciate your concerns, suggestions, and your prayers as we continue to work on your
behalf as we together serving our Lord at Bethel Presbyterian Church.

Sue Flippin, Co-Chairperson

Please add to your calendar on Dec. 14th Companions Circle 6 PM at the home of Barbara
Thompson. This was left off the calendar and Dec. 12th was written in the Companions Circle
article by mistake. Our apologies!

