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The Theology of the Fourth of July
By Ira Stoll
July 4 is a religious holiday. For this insight, thank John F. Kennedy. On July 4,
1946, Kennedy — then 29 years old — was the featured speaker at the City of
Boston’s Independence Day celebration.
Kennedy began by talking not about taxes, or about the British, or about the
consent of the governed, but about religion. “The informing spirit of the American
character has always been a deep religious sense. Throughout the years, down to
the present, a devotion to fundamental religious principles has characterized
American thought and action,” he said.
For anyone wondering what this had to do with Independence Day, Kennedy made
the connection explicit. “Our government was founded on the essential religious
idea of integrity of the individual. It was this religious sense which inspired the
authors of the Declaration of Independence: ‘We hold these truths to be selfevident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights.’”
It was a theme that Kennedy would return to during the 1960 presidential
campaign, when, in a speech, he described the Cold War as “a struggle for
supremacy between two conflicting ideologies; freedom under God versus ruthless,
Godless tyranny.” And again in his inaugural address, on January 20, 1961, when
he said, “The same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at
issue around the globe — the belief that the rights of man come not from the
generosity of the state but from the hand of God.” Whatever Kennedy’s motives
were as a politician for emphasizing this point, on the historical substance he had it
absolutely correct.
So amid all the fireworks and barbecue smoke this July 4, consider pausing for a
moment to reflect on the one our founding fathers called the Creator. As Kennedy
realized, the American Revolution — and thus the country we live in today —
started with God, and with the Founders’ belief in rights that are his gift to us.
Whatever your religious views, or lack of them, if you are an American, it’s at
least worth understanding the idea on which our nation was founded.
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He chose for His
inheritance.” Psalm 33:12

COMMITTEES
Many committees are taking a meeting break during July. Please check the
calendar to see if your committee is meeting!
Education
Hear ye!

Hear ye!

You are invited to be a part of the Mighty Fortress – 2017 VBS, where kids learn that in
Jesus the Victory is Won! Jesus is our champion. He acts through His Word and keeps
His promises to be our rock and our salvation—
our
fortress and sure defense.
So, raise your banner! In Jesus, the Victory is Won!
July 18 – 21 (Tuesday – Friday)

5:30 – 6:00pm: Meal
6:00 – 8:30pm: VBS

Vacation Bible School is such an important outreach ministry
for the children in our community. It’s an opportunity to plant
the love & understanding of Christ in a child’s heart. VBS is a
big undertaking & requires many volunteers to make it
successful. Please consider volunteering this year. Each
“activity area” has an easy-to-follow booklet, so everything is all prepared for you.
Please sign-up & make this the best VBS yet!

Evangelism
How have you shared the Good News? Most of us feel we don’t know how. Maybe we
overthink it. We may not even realize we are already doing evangelism. Do you participate with
Meals for Neighbors? Aren’t you feeding the sheep with nourishment for the body and soul?
Some of us wear Christian t-shirts. You are sharing the message of love and hope. Have you
invited or brought someone to worship or a program at Bethel? You are bringing him/her into
the fellowship of Christ.
There are so many things we do without realizing the meaning of our actions. So don’t stop
there. We witness so much negativity. What can you do to show kindness still exists? Smile at
people. Say hello. Return a shopping cart for a parent struggling to keep up with a child. Offer
to help load groceries for someone needing assistance. Pay for someone’s meal without the
person knowing it was you. Send cards to those who need a lift. Listen as someone who is down
speaks. You don’t have to have the answers to offer. People just like to know someone listened.
There are so many random acts of kindness we can do. Be the witness to the love of Christ and
feel the joy returned to you!

Ministry
Golden Gang
Our next restaurant outing is July 14 at 11:30 a.m. Join us at the Cracker Barrel in Burlington
for sharing a meal with each other no matter your age! Please let Beth Andrews know so there
will be a seat reserved for you.

Meals for Neighbors
Meet us at 4 pm in the Fellowship Hall on July 28th to pack plates of food to deliver. If you
would like to deliver a meal or two, see Beth Andrews.

Missions
BACK TO SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER!
The missions committee will be at Food Lion Stoney Creek store collecting food for
McLeansville Elementary school in August. We would appreciate anyone who would be willing
to help collect for 1 hour intervals. Please see anyone on the committee to volunteer. We will be
posting reminders as the time is closer. This food fundraiser helps fill the food pantry at the
school and the kids are very appreciative!

YARD SALE SEPTEMBER 9!!!
YES!!!!!
It is almost that time of year to donate any items you wish to Bethel’s Annual Yard Sale on
September 9! Beginning August 1 you may start bringing over your donated items and place
them on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. Please do not bring them over any earlier than August
1 due to VBS in July will be using the Fellowship Hall. Once again we will need your help this
year to prep, organize, set up etc. The yard sale is always a huge success thanks to all our very
dedicated Bethel helpers!

Property
First of all I would like to say a big THANK YOU to all who showed up at our last work day.
We had a good crowd that got a lot of work done, and the Property Committee thanks you for
your help.
The Fellowship Building has had a face lift and I think it looks a lot better. The ground cover
and trees that were on the sides have been taken out, and you can actually see the sides of the
building now. The trim on the inside has been painted, and a lot of the trim on the outside has
also been painted. All of the hand rails have been repainted, and all doors that needed to be
replaced have been replaced.
The AC unit went out at the Manse, and had to be replaced last month.
Projects we would like to have done this year:





We would like to have the playground equipment cleaned and repainted. So if anyone
would like to take on that project, please see someone on the Property Committee.
Shelves need to be put up in the closet beside the stage area to help with storage.
Clean up is needed around the storage building at the shelter.
New plants are needed around the front of the Fellowship Building that do not require a
lot of work and do not grow as big as what we took out at the work day.

We have a great looking church, one that we can all be proud of, but it takes a lot of work to
keep it looking the way it should. If anyone would be willing to take on any of these projects,
please let someone on the Property Committee know.

Stewardship & Finance
The figures for the month of May are as follows:
Giving:
$7,856.00
Expenses:
$9,382.57
The figures for the year to date time period are as follows:
Giving:
$42,335.45
Expenses:
$40,335.22
For the month of May, we spent more than we gave, but for the first five months of the year, we
gave more than we spent. As in our personal lives, some months we have more expenses than
others, and this was true for the church in May. As always, thank you for your continued support
of the mission and ministry of Bethel Church through the giving of your monetary resources.
With those figures in mind, that means that we need to collect $1,964.00 each week in order to
meet our 2017 budget of $103,208.00. We know that the summer months are a time when we’re
coming and going a lot with trips and vacations. Please be mindful of your giving as the summer
begins as we are a bit more scattered in our attendance. Unfortunately our expenses continue in
the summer, so our faithful giving needs to continue as well. Thank you again for that you do by
the giving of your time, talents and monetary resources!

Worship & Music
With the first half of 2017 almost in the books, the Worship and Music Committee is still hard at
work! Overall, we have diligently worked to incorporate new ideas in to our worship services at
Bethel. By now, some of you may have noticed a change in our weekly bulletin format. Are
there things you love about it or ways that we can make it more appealing to the whole? Any
feedback or suggestions are always welcome. We would also like to challenge the congregation,
with the summer months upon us; we know much of the congregation likes to travel. With that
being said, if you happen to visit a friend’s church or just drop in to another church while on
vacation give us some feedback. We are always looking for ways to shake things up and keep it
interesting here at Bethel. Did you visit a church that did something during their service that
stuck with you? Have you heard a friend talk about a unique twist their church puts on
something? Tell us about it! While we have a strong number of people on the worship and music
committee we love input from others in the congregation. Suggestions and feedback from our
members is what keeps our wheels turning. So if something stands out to you, grab a member of
the committee and let us hear it.
Committee Members include Sue and Jim Flippin, Jerry Nix, Ben Miles, Rebecca and Danny
Morton, Greyson Leybourne, Paul Rhodes and Anna Amoriello
Upcoming dates to remember:
July 2- Worship service will be in the sanctuary (Special Patriotic themed music based service)
July 13 – Worship and Music Committee Meeting at 7pm
August 6 – First Sunday worship in the fellowship hall with snacks provided by the Worship and
Music Committee

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Facing or recovering from surgery: Jenny Bodkin, Howard Dawson-skin cancer, Paula
Hoeger-cancer, Lois Miles-back, Harriet Phipps-radioactive scar; Lynne Rich
Testing, Rehab, Illness and/or Hospitalized: Glenn Alcon-kidney stone, Lynn Dawson-ankle,
Betsy Green-misdiagnosed diabetes, Tracy Idol-kidney stone, Pat Lewis, Harold Lowdermilkkidney stone, Ken & Susan McKinney-accident, Ed Rich, Jr., Sharon Smith, Tim Smith-Bell’s
Palsy/diabetes, Dorothy Sweringen-testing for breast cancer, Phil Thompson-double vision,
Brenda Wall-Bronchitis; Roy Younger-ICU
Chronic or life-threatening disease (including cancer, COPD, etc.): Karen Lowe Blalock-early
Alzheimers, Lee Bumgarner-lung cancer, Maurice Cawn-cancer, Bobby Chappell-pancreatic
cancer, William Gleeson-cancer, Paula Hoeger-cancer, Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer, Charles
Huey-blood cancer, Von Ingle-brain cancer, Hannah Lambert-16 with ALS, Charles Longheart/cancer/memory, Jeff Perkins-MS, Ed Rich, Jr.-marrow transplant, Larry Sprinklechemo/radiation/heart fluid & financial strain, Shirley Tickle-skin cancer; JC and Rita Tuttle
Grieving: Friends & Family of Terry Dicky and Dennis Bowers, Jr.
Homebound: Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, Ann Greeson,
Eileen Lowe, Mary Norman; Bill Overman

August
11-Golden Gang/Carter’s
Back to School Food Drive

October
1-World Communion Day
13-Golden Gang/Red Lobster
15-Autumn Leaf Celebration

September
9-Annual Yard Sale
11-Golden Gang/Olive Garden
17-Youth Sunday

November
12-Veteran’s Day
10-Golden Gang/Bethel
11-BBQ Fall Festival
26-Christ the King
Communion

December
3-Hanging of the Greens
8-Golden Gang/Blue Ribbon
24-Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
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