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PARSONAL PONDERINGS
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.
Matthew 3:17b

These words from heaven were spoken by God the Father about Jesus as he was baptized with both water
and the Holy Spirit at about age 30. They tell us in no uncertain terms who Jesus is as he begins the
three-year period of intensive ministry in the flesh that culminated in his death and resurrection for the
salvation of the world. They tell us so much about Jesus! And they also tell us about the heart of his –
and our – Father.
It is this second aspect that I feel in my heart as the proud dad of Misha as he does the final stretch of his
high school career. Of course I’m not God and neither Misha nor Pete are Jesus. But it’s part of the
image of God in me that swells with love and pride as I see the image of God in my son. And I feel a
fresh connection with God in that. Perhaps other parents feel that too, sometimes, whether at graduation
time or just anytime. And not just parents: anyone who has invested in another as a mentor or disciple
probably shares the same kind of pride. Sometimes I have felt it as a pastor. But it is Misha in whom I
am particularly rejoicing now.
From a childhood in Siberia that included some elements of the kind that break the soul and spirit and
leave people bitter, angry, depressed and self-absorbed, Misha instead came to us as a generous, kind,
polite little boy, full of love to give and the readiness to receive love. All along he has shown himself to
be resilient and resourceful – in fact, whenever I hear or use either of those words, my mental image is of
our son Misha. And hard-working. I remember that it took his early tutors almost as long to teach him
how to take a break as it did to teach him how to read and do arithmetic!
Nancy and I are so pleased with the man Misha has become (or Mikhail, as he is beginning to identify
himself more often in new settings). He has developed the heart of a servant. He doesn’t particularly like
the spotlight, but finds satisfaction in doing what others need, whether that is stage crew, audio-visual,
setting up tables and chairs or recruiting friends to help at the Fall Festival at Bethel, doing whatever the
teams needs in baseball, or running errands at school or home. He’s willing to do jobs that he doesn’t
particularly like if he knows that it helps someone out. He is generous with what he earns. He is generous
with his friendship. He has built strong friendships with many of the international students at BCA, and
was in fact invited by them to be part of their special activities. He is both embarrassed and pleased by
the many greetings of underclassmen wherever he goes; he simply stands out in being kind and quietly
friendly.
The Father spoke his love and pride from heaven at turning points in Jesus the Son’s ministry – the
beginning, the transfiguration, and shortly before the crucifixion. Graduation and heading off to college
is that kind of turning point for our youths. As Misha, and Katelyn, and Mitch and Bryce and others we
know graduate and step into their future, we parents, mentors and others who have had a part in their
development can feel something of what God the Father feels about Jesus – and marvel that in his great
love, he feels that way about each of us too.
Joyfully in Jesus,

Thank You!

Pastor Paul

The family of Bob Paisley would like to thank the pastors and members of Bethel
Presbyterian for the time and dedication given to us during and after the service.
The service and music were perfect and appreciated by the family very much.
Your church has many dedicated people to take time to set up, prepare the food
and clean up. The food was all made from scratch and prepared with love. The
friendly members made the family feel comfortable. The family really appreciated
the thoughtfulness. We were simply amazed by the outpouring of love that was
shown to all family members during the service. We had experienced this
dedication
during
Eula’s
service
as well.
Your
church is
truly
blessed with caring people.
Thank you again for all you did for the Paisley family. We are grateful for your caring words, thoughts
and prayers.
Dean, Sandra, Chelsea and Brandon Kiger

HAVE YOU HEARD?
Join friends, family & neighbors by dining out on Tuesday, May 2
in Greensboro and surrounding areas to help the Urban Ministry
end hunger! For a list of participating restaurants go online to:
http://greensborourbanministry.org/make-hunger-history-in-2017/

+
This spring, between 4-17-17 and 5-17-17, Walmart is joining forces with its customers, Discover, and
suppliers including Campbell Soup Company, General Mills, Kellogg Company, The Kraft Heinz
Company and Pepsico, to help secure 100 million meals* for Feeding America® and its nationwide
network of member food banks. Look for and purchase food items with the Fight Hunger/Spark Change
labels to contribute.
For more information see: Walmart.com/FightHunger

Seventeenth Annual Bethabara Scottish Highland Games Saturday, May
13th, 2017
Historic Bethabara Park opens to the public 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Admission to the event, as well as
access to the Visitor Center and historic buildings, is FREE!
Reminiscent of the Scotch Fairs that were held in the Carolinas in May in the late 1790s, the
Bethabara Highland Games offers a relaxing day for family gatherings with congenial kinfolk,
musical entertainment, and the camaraderie of competition.
Traditional Scottish athletic competitions are once again a highlight of this year's Games with tartanclad athletes throwing weights for height and distance. Champion Athletes come to test their strength
by tossing the 100+ pound, 19+ foot caber end over end.
With our roots in Celtic music, we are proud to announce the 6th Bethabara Scottish Fiddle Competition.
We will continue our focus on traditional music as The Fiddle and Bow Society hosts entertainment on
the Main Stage and pipe bands will perform throughout the day.
Participation is a hallmark of Scottish Games. Your kinsmen may try their hand at the Battle-axe
competition. There are activities for the kids that include Colonial games and the children's Scottish
athletic competition. Kilts will again be available for the children at NO charge.
There are Border collie demonstrations and several seminars about Scottish history, and demonstrations
of Highland and Irish Dance. You could learn a new Scottish Country dance! You may plan your own
picnic or partake of the food offered by vendors adjacent our shady picnic area. You may shop for tartan,
short bread, and other unique gifts offered in the Celtic Vendors Row.
Exhibitors will offer demonstrations and sales of traditional crafts and Celtic items.

COMMITTEES
Companions Circle
The Companions Circle will meet on Thursday, May 18th, at 6:30 pm at Harbor Inn Restaurant in
Burlington. We will enjoy an evening of fellowship and dinner to conclude our cirle meetings before we
break for the summer months of June, July and August. Please let Sharon know if you plan on going to
eat. We can meet at the church at 6:00 pm and carpool together to the restaurant. Please let Sharon know
if you’ll meet at the church or at the restaurant so we don’t go off and leave anyone. If you need a ride,
please call Sharon at 336-601-4741. We look forward to having you join us. As always, ALL ladies are
welcome to join us. Ladies, please be considering what our study might be when we start back in
September. We’ll discuss it that evening. Hope to see YOU there!

Education
Bethel’s High School, College and Post-College graduates will be honored during the “May Day”
Sunday morning worship service on May 21st, 2017. Our high school graduates are: Bryce
Amoriello, Mitch Amoriello, Misha Rhodes & Katelyn Welborn and university graduate is: Stephen
Flippin.
David Bryce Amoriello, after graduation from Clover Garden School, will be attending Ferrum College
in Ferrum, Virginia and will be pursuing a major in Agriculture Science. He has also signed a letter of
intent to play on Ferrum's baseball team.

Larry Mitchell Amoriello, after graduation from Clover Garden School, will be attending North
Carolina State University and will be pursuing dual majors in Chemical and Pulp and Paper Science
Engineering. He has received a scholarship from the Pulp and Paper Industry as an incentive to pursue
that major. He has also been awarded the opportunity to reside in the NCSU Engineering Village, where
he will live with others desiring to major in Engineering.
Stephen R. Flippin is receiving his MBA with a concentration in Transportation from Georgetown
University. He is a vice-president with CSX Rail working in the DC area. Part of his studies
included trips to Korea and Cuba to study transportation systems used in each. He and Lynda have
four children and they attend St. Agnes Catholic Church in Arlington, Virginia. Of course his
parents are proud of him and his family will be very happy to have him home doing activities with
them.
Mikhail Nicholas Rhodes will graduate from Burlington Christian Academy on May 26, 2017. He then
will attend Davidson County Community College where he plans to study auto mechanics and also to
take courses in computer graphics and design as well as business. He leaves BCA with a legacy of hard
work that is honored by consistent appearance on the AB Honor Roll, letters in baseball, and a number of
awards and recognition for character. Your family is so proud of you, Misha!
Katelyn Welborn is currently a high school senior at Clover Garden School. She plans on
attending UNC Greensboro to study Kinesiology to become an athletic trainer. She hopes to start
interning with a sports team at UNCG, then working her way up to major/national sports teams.

Evangelism
There was a great turn out at the April 1st Chili and Concert. Your donation of food and service was
outstanding. Thank you! Strings of Faith’s performance and the skit at break time were so enjoyable and
meaningful. Hopefully, this community event touched someone that night.
“How can we remain silent about God's perfect love? Jesus affirmed that we are the salt and light of the
earth (Matthew 5:13-14). It's because of us that others can come to experience the enduring love of God.
It's you and me who can reach out and touch the lives of our neighbors, families and friends.”
Taken from: allaboutgod.com

Ministry
Meals for Neighbors will be held on May 12th. Please remember May Day on the 21st is also Friends Day.
So invite friends and neighbors to join us for worship in the Vesperdale and for a meal and games to
follow!

Ruling Elder Nominating Committee
The Elder Nomination Committee has started work in preparation for identifying Bethel members to
contact for nomination as elders. This is a discerning process of praying through the membership list for
the identification of members to ask. If there are members that feel the pull of Christ and want to
volunteer, please contact Sharon Smith, Dennis Green, Jimmie Flippin or Paul Rhodes.
As the committee identifies members to ask, prayers will be raised with and for those members to assist in
their decision process. This will continue until members are identified to fill the positions of one elder for
a two year term and three members for three year terms. When the positions are filled, a congregational
meeting will be called to vote on the nominees or others that are identified in the congregational meeting.
The Elder Nomination Committee asks that the Bethel membership be in prayer during this time to assist
in the discernment of candidates and the assistance in their decision on their call.

Elder Service by Jimmie Flippin
The Elder Nomination Committee has asked Bethel Elders to share their Elder Service experience with
the congregation through worship presentations and articles in the bulletin and Beacon. We hope this will
help members understand the call elders are asked to accept.
I received my call as an elder about 40 years ago and I have served on the session several times since that
initial call. The question to become an elder is humbling when you think of being asked to do Christ’s
work of service for the membership of Bethel and the world community around you. I realize that I am
not capable but with Christ as the leader, all becomes possible. Service in Christ has led me to people and
situations where I felt completely inadequate and totally fulfilled when Christ lead me through the
situation. We have to remember that Christ is leading and we are being helped by the other elders and the
Bethel membership. I am reminded that we started a building project at Bethel three times while I have
been an elder and when we took the leap of faith; the project was completed through the grace of God and
the hands of many willing to sacrifice for this project.

Being an elder means I am involved with the whole church at Bethel, at Presbytery, at Synod and at
General Assembly. Elders work with Bethel committees, members that need our support, help and
sometimes to cry or laugh with, and there seems to be a lot of church meetings and activities that needs
our support. As an elder, you have the opportunity to see how these service activities work together in
preparing and building the membership of Bethel to serve Christ’s world. You will become His “hands
and feet” in His work throughout this community and world. It is not always easy as we sometimes have
to make hard decisions but it is fulfilling to know that we are in Christ’s service and trying to do His
work.
As an elder, I feel that I am always in His training for some activity that is coming or a change in my life
that I have to face. Sometimes this training is in Sunday School, a church service, Christian training,
committee meeting or service to someone. God has His way of leading me if I will just follow and when
He called me to be elder, I could not say no.

Session
The Session met on April 23rd and the following actions were passed:
 Added evaluation process to Session Manual.
 Elected Lois Miles Commissioner to the May 16th Presbytery Meeting with Jim Flippin as the
alternate.
 Will sponsor scout troop at Bethel as long as there are no transgender scouts or scout leaders.
 Increased insurance coverage to $2,288,750 in case of building damage, loss of
buildings/contents and liability coverage.

Stewardship and Finance
The figures for the month of March are as follows:
Giving: $6,895.00
Expenses:
$7,463.65
The figures for the year to date time period are as follows:
Giving: $23,259.00
Expenses:
$22,886.86
For the month of March, we did spend more than we gave, but for the first three months of the year, we
gave more than we spent. As always, we thank you for your continued support of the mission and
ministry of Bethel Church through the giving of your monetary resources. With those figures in mind,
that means that we need to collect $1,999.00 each week in order to meet our 2017 budget of $103,208.00.

Worship
Since our regular meeting date for April needed to change for the Maundy Thursday Service, we met
early and finalized plans for the Easter season and prepared for Paul to be away on April 30th. Special
thanks to all who participated in services and to those who attended Maundy Thursday, Sunrise, and
Easter morning services. Resurrection Morning was more special because of beautiful music and being
outside. Then breakfast was enjoyed in the fellowship hall. Many thanks were offered to Greyson,
Bryce, and the choir for the performance of the cantata. The two visiting musicians were also appreciated
as their participation allowed Greyson to conduct the performance. We truly hope you were better
prepared to “Come to the Table of our Lord” after hearing the beautiful music of Sunrise and Worship.
Special dates for us to mark in May include the following:
May 7…First Sunday in fellowship hall with Ministry Committee providing refreshments
May 11…regular date for Worship and Music Committee monthly meeting
May 14…Mother’s Day when all the ladies of our church will be honored
May 21…May Day celebration with worship in the Vesperdale, picnic and games to follow
(if you have the corn hole board game, please bring to share with others…we will have some
inside board games in the fellowship hall if you prefer those)
*** We will ask for a love gift to show our appreciation to “The Monroe Doctrine” whose
members are Julie Chiles and Zeb Gambill in addition to Greyson.
*Ushers/Greeters for May will be Rebecca and Danny Morton, Kaki and Paul Brown. Thanks to them
and to all of you who have served in this capacity for the first part of the year. Please see Rebecca or Sue
if you are able to serve as an usher/greeter in June, July, or August. Also be reminded that we are asking
that guests sign our book on the stand and wear a name tag so the church can know who our visitors are
and have a chance to welcome them.
Many of us have not had the opportunity to get to know Greyson as well as Paul and the choir as he
continues to lead our Music Ministry. We asked him to give an interview for this article so that you could
get to know him better and appreciate the use of his many talents as he leads our Music Ministry here at
Bethel.

1. Where did you graduate and what was your major? “I graduated from UNCG in 2013 with a double
major in Choral Education and Music Composition.”
2. How many instruments do you play? “I feel the most comfortable performing on keyboard and
stringed instruments but lately have been trying to practice on the upright bass as well.”
3. What jobs have you held (and do hold) in addition to being Bethel’s Minister of Music? “With the
exception of a few part-time jobs during high school and college, all my employment has been music
related for a long time. I have been a choral scholar (paid choral singer) in various churches since 2007
until I took the job as choral director at Eastern Guilford High School. I held that position for two years,
but decided that it wasn’t a good fit for me as I wanted to focus more on music performance than public
education. Currently, I perform lots of musical work from performance, composition, arranging,
transcription, to private lessons and occasional recording. I am affiliated with the Music Academy of
North Carolina (a community music school in Greensboro) as well as “Love that Music!” (a locally
owned music store in Kernersville). I perform with Quarter Turn (a bluegrass band), the Gate City
Railbenders (an old-time string band…as a solo singer/performer), and with Triad Steel (a steel drum
duo) where I play piano. I have recently been working on a classic country duet project with the bass
player from Quarter Turn. I am always looking for new musical opportunities and experiences.”
4. What challenges do you face at Bethel? “There are a couple of challenges that are unique to Bethel, I
think. The first one that comes to mind is having a dynamic and responsive music ministry in terms of
content and style. It is my goal to enhance and enable worship for as many people as I can. Sometimes
that can be difficult when selecting music. Some folks want to hear more ‘classic’ hymns, while others
prefer Southern gospel/bluegrass, and still others ‘contemporary’ styles. I think that we have achieved a
healthy balance, but I am always looking for recommendations to improve the worship experience for
everyone. Another challenge we face is simply due to the size of our church. We have a small, albeit
highly dedicated choir, and sometimes that means that there are certain musical things that we cannot do.
A challenge has sometimes been in selecting appropriate music and adapting existing pieces of music to
meet the needs of a particular Sunday.”
5. What successes have you had at Bethel? “I think that some of our biggest successes have been our
large productions such as the recent Easter cantata or the Christmas musical. Everybody pulled together
for both of those and achieved more than some may have imagined possible. It is my sincere hope that
those services, in particular, fostered an enjoyable musical memory and an uplifting worship experience.”
6. How do you work with the pastor to select the music used in worship? “Pastor Paul and I are in
constant communication about music. Sometimes we have an opportunity to plan out several months in
advance, particularly if Paul has a clear vision about a particular sermon series, or a thematic element.
Other times, we are adapting week by week. We are both always open to hearing suggestions for songs
from the congregation.”
7. What types of charges are incurred for playing for a wedding? A funeral? Special services? How are
guest musicians paid? “For a funeral, I ask a rate of $200.00 due to the last minute nature of funerals.
There is always a limited amount of time to adequately prepare, especially if there is specific music
requested. Weddings are so dynamic…sometimes one performs only for the service, or reception. When
the time comes for me to play at a wedding at Bethel, I will discuss with the parties involved about their
expectations and come up with a fair price. For special services, I try as much as I can to book musicians
for no less than $100.00 for each performer. This may vary depending on the demands of the music and
the experience level of the performer, but for professional musicians, the baseline ought to be no less than
$100.00. While we as a church have budgeted some funds for special musicians, we often collect a love
offering after a performance so that budgeted funds can stretch throughout the church year.”
8. How can we improve our Music Ministry to get more people involved? Our choir is highly dedicated
but many of them are also elders and also working behind the scenes to keep Bethel running smoothly. I
would love to have more folks join us in the choir! What I would particularly like is to have a
contemporary praise band that could play some for our fellowship hall services on First Sunday. I am
happy to give a few lessons to folks who might be interested in learning how to do this. Most of the
contemporary music isn’t too difficult to play, and it could be a lot of fun getting something like that
together.”
9. How can we work to help our congregation feel more comfortable singing a variety of music? “The
best way is to get folks more involved in a direct way. Our comfort level for singing could be improved if
we all sat a little closer together in the pews. In addition, I think that it would be helpful if we used the
hymnals more often. Using the hymnals, you can visually see if the notes go up or down, or if they are
held longer or shorter. If we are just looking at the words in the bulletin or on a screen, the only reference
you have as to the melody is what you hear and you may need to hear the whole hymn several times
before you feel comfortable trying to sing it. As our comfort level and confidence improve, we would
begin to learn a little more about reading music. The quality of music making might go up and the
worship experience be more enhanced. You might even be tempted to take a deeper look into the
hymnals on your own time and find a new favorite tune or some personally inspirational lyrics.”

10. We have been privileged to hear you perform with Quarter Turn and this May Day you will perform
with the group The Monroe Doctrine. Can you tell us something about this group? “Julie Chiles plays
the fiddle; Zeb Gambill plays mandolin and guitar; and I play the banjo and fiddle. This particular
bluegrass formation is actually a spin-off group of a couple different others. Zeb and Julie play together
often as a duet and Zeb and I play together in Quarter Turn. I met Zeb and Julie at a fiddler’s convention
a few years back. One of the nice things about bluegrass music is that it’s sort of like jazz in that there
may be a lot of improvisation and interesting aspects of the style as different instruments have to interact
when you remove or add one. Responsibilities change as well as the sounds made by the different
instruments being used.”
WE WILL WELCOME THE MONROE DOCTRINE TO MAY DAY ON MAY 21. COME JOIN US
FOR THIS TIME OF WORSHIP, HONORING GRADUATES (affiliated with Bethel), GOOD FOOD,
GAMES AND VISITING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY!!!
***Many committees join us in making preparations for this day and we thank all who will have a part in
making this day special for all of us to enjoy.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
Choir Practice
7 PM

4

5

Ann Deal
Birthday

6
Judy Hankins
Birthday

Property
Committee
7 PM

10
Evangelism
Committee
1:00 PM

11

12

13

18
Companions
Circle
6:30 PM

19

20

26

27

Scouts
6:30 PM

Education
Committee
7 PM

Betsy & Dennis
Green
Anniversary
7

8

Worship
Committee
7 PM

9

Meals for
Neighbors
4:30 PM

Choir Practice
7 PM
14
Mother’s Day

15
Stewardship &
Finance
Committee
7 PM

16

17
Choir Practice
7PM

Josh Lackey
Birthday

Scouts
6:30 PM

21

May Day
Festival
&
Friends Day
Session
Meeting
6 PM

28
Anita Gannon
Birthday

Layne McGuire
Birthday
22
Mission
Committee
7 PM

23
Robert Alcon
Birthday

Ashley Smith
Birthday

Betty Smith
Birthday

29
Paul Rhodes
Birthday

24
Choir Practice
7 PM

30

Mike & Jennie
Bowman
Anniversary
31
Choir Practice
7 PM

25

Kendall &
Anita Gannon
Anniversary

John Key
Birthday

UPCOMING EVENTS
June
4-Day of Pentecost Communion
11-Homecoming
18-Father’s Day
October
1-World Communion Day
15-Autumn Leaf Celebration

July
18-21 VBS

November
12-Veteran’s Day
26-Christ the King
Communion

September
17-Youth Sunday

December
3-Hanging of the Greens
24-Christmas Eve
Candlelight

