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PARSONAL PONDERINGS

If my people which are called by my name would humble themselves and pray and seck my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, Jforgive their sin, and heal their land... " (1
Chronicles 7:14)

“...Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit” says the LORD of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

If this election with two of the least respected presidential candidates ever teaches us nothing else, it teaches us

that we have to put our trust in something greater than the political process, something wiser than the will of the
people, and someone better than the president.

Ilove the United States of America. I am grateful to be an American, proud of our heritage, and convinced that
even this year our constitutional republic is the best form of government in the world. Yet [ also believe that
neither our greatness nor our goodness is guaranteed. The checks and balances built into our government are not

in themselves enough to keep us from evil, much less turn us toward good. And I am deeply troubled that this
greatest nation has undertaken some of the world’s worst evils.

1 am convinced that the primary source of our greatness is that despite sometimes breathtaking wrongdoing —
slavery comes to mind, as does the killing of some 60 million unborn babies and counting since 1973 — we have
granted one another the freedom to pursue God as we believe to be best. God and we together have used that
freedom to keep us broadly respectful of Godly principles, to stir some to passionate and persuasive relationship
with God through Christ, and to eventually turn us when we stray too far into evil. But that too is not guaranteed.
The biblical history of Israel shows God again and again recalling his people to himself from their drifting or
running into rebellion from him (which to the average citizen apparently looked like business as usual until the
marauding army was at the gate), but eventually he let them go into statelessness for 2000 years.

My point is this: we cannot rely on the US government to do what belongs to the citizenry to do. Neither of the
verses above mention presidents or governments. It is up to the people — specifically “my (God’s) people” — to
humble ourselves, to pray, and to turn from our wicked ways. And the way God will accomplish whatever
healing, restoration and growth he gives will be through the work of his Holy Spirit, not by military or political
might. That’s not to say that great wars or political movements can’t be used. but rather that the decisive work
will be done by the Spirit of God ~the very one who indwells our hearts when we put our trust in Jesus.

Whoever becomes President, there will be understandable moaning, groaning and fear. But our role and our power
as followers of Christ will not change. It may become more costly and difficult, or there may be great revival.
Regardless, our role is to follow Christ and to proclaim him in word, deed, and love, humbling ourselves,
confessing and praying for ourselves as individuals, the Church and this nation, and looking for wherever the Holy
spirit is moving so that we may move with him.

God still tells us, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9 ESV)
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