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September
Calendar
3rd

Education Committee
7 PM
(1st Thurs.)

7th

Worship Committee
7 PM
(1st Mon.)

8th

Property Committee
7 PM
(2nd Tues.)

10th

Set up for Yard Sale
(Time TBA)

11th

Set up for Yard Sale
(Time TBA)

11th

Golden Gang
Olive Garden, Burlington
11:30 AM

12th

Yard Sale
7 AM-12PM
Hot Dog Sale
11 AM-1 PM

14th

Finance Committee
7 PM
(2nd Mon.)

20th

Session
5:30 PM
(3rd Sun.)

21st

Mission
7 PM
(3rd Mon.)

Parsonal Ponderings
Now the people of Bethel had sent
Sharezer and Regem-melech and
their men to entreat the favor of the
LORD, saying to the priests of the
house of the LORD of hosts and the
prophets, “Should I weep and abstain
in the fifth month, as I have done for
so many years?”
(Zechariah 7:2-3 ESV)
I had the unexpected pleasure of
being at Bethel as a parishioner on
August 23. I had arranged to take the
Sunday off in order to drive out to
Valparaiso University with Pete and
back without him. But plans shifted,
and one car was enough, so I decided
to fly back.
Then, just before I made flight
reservations, we got the “Welcome
Week” packet, which said very
clearly “This is when parents say
good-bye”, at a time just a few hours
after we would arrive.
“Welcome”, my eye! So I flew
back Saturday, and got to hear Sue
Flippin preach, join in the celebration
and commissioning of the Education
ministers, and sit in on the Adult
class.
The text above was part of the
lesson, and as we read and discussed
it, I thought that if I had remembered
this story, I probably would have
included it in the preaching series on
“Answered Prayer” that will run
August 30-September 27 and not just
because it features “the people of
Bethel”. Rather, what intrigues me
about this story is that God responds
to the peoples' prayer even though
they are hypocrites and are asking
about something that really doesn't
matter to God.

For about 70 years, since
Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the
Temple and Gedaliah had been
assassinated (Jeremiah 52 and 41),
the people had had feasts of
mourning on those anniversaries, as
well as several others related to the
fall of Jerusalem. At the time of
Zechariah, the temple was being
rebuilt, though with significant
conflict and delays (see Nehemiah
and Ezra). The people wondered if
God wanted them to continue the
mourning, or perhaps to begin to
celebrate as a sign of their faith. It
wasn't in and of itself a bad question.
But God's answer through Zechariah
made it clear that it was irrelevant to
him as long as their hearts were far
from him. This truth is worth several
sermons on its own, but in this series
I am more focusing on the
“mechanics” of answered prayer, that
is, how we pray, how God answers
and how we hear for effective
communication.
The people ask a question of God.
That's good to do, and God honors it
even though the people are
apparently unfaithful and clueless
about it. God does respond to their
question, but he doesn't answer it for
them. Instead, he turns the
conversation to their real need to
what they should be seeking him
about. They are focused on the ritual
aspects of their religion, and still
ignoring the poor, oppressed, weak
and so on. That's what got them into
exile in the first place:
following their religion but excluding
their God and his call to serve him by
loving and serving one another.

Worship Committee
Dates of Observance
Sept. 6 First Sunday Service-Fellowship Hall
Snacks provided by Worship Committee
Sept. 7 Worship Committee
Sept. 20 Youth Sunday
Music Goals
Congregation: Do you enjoy singing? Do you like to
laugh, enjoy great fellowship and worship the Lord?
The choir is looking for you! One goal our great
musical leader, Greyson Leybourne, has set is to
increase the number of choir participants. We meet at
7:00 pm each Wed. With many voices we can raise
our praise to the Lord!
Youth: We love your musical talents and so does the
Lord! Will you be willing to add to our worship
service? Greyson would love to hear from you. He
wants your ideas!
Ushers for September
Scott, Anna, Bryce, Mitch and Cole Amoriello

Liturgical Colors
Green-Represents spiritual growth-May 25- Nov. 28
First Sunday Refreshments & Ushers
October: Evangelism Howard & Peggy
Dawson/need 2 more
November: Missions Need 4 Volunteers
December: Worship in Sanctuary Linda Seawell,
Tracey & Brooke Idol
Bethel's Youth
September 20th has been designated as Youth Sunday.
Bethel is fortunate to have Youth who are actively
engaged at Bethel! They started the Shoebox Ministry
and Youth Power Hour. They are by our sides
working the Bethel Barbecue! They bless us with
their drama productions and musical talents. Meals
for Neighbors are delivered by them. They usher,
collect Pennies for Hunger and “Fish”, distribute
Mother's and Father's Day gifts, serve on committees
including Music Director Search Committee, lead
worship, and…you get the idea! Worship Committee
would like to thank them for being our role models!

Mission & Outreach Committee
collected stay within the Presbytery and are divided
evenly between domestic and international hunger
programs.
What is our part in this hunger program? For each
meal that you eat during a day set aside 2 cents
resulting in saving 6 cents per day per person. Sounds
like a small amount and, yet, since 1989, Salem
Presbytery has distributed more than THREE
MILLION DOLLARS to feel hungry people locally
and around the world!!!
Do we really understand what real hunger feels
like? Have we ever spent more than one mealtime
without food or even any hope for food? Do we really
need that extra candy bar? Did you know that by
donating the $2.69 for the delicious candy bar you can
provide 44 meals? How can we help our brothers and
sisters in Christ to prevent hunger and the many
problems associated with the lack of food?
Why not start today collecting your 2 cents per
Pennies For Hunger
meal?
Pray for relief from hunger and join the
“Just as you cared for one of the least of these who
Mission
Committee, your brothers and sisters in
are members of my family, you cared for me.”
Bethel
congregation
and your family members in
For years now, Bethel has been participating in the
Pennies for Hunger Program of Salem Presbytery. The putting aside 2 cents per meal. One small step to end
world hunger we all can make a difference.
program is the oldest and most sustainable food
September 20 the Missions committee will collect
program in the denomination. When you donate to
pennies
to help feed the hungry. Please help us fight
Pennies for Hunger, you are enabling others to enjoy
the good fight to end hunger.
food that we often take for granted. The monies
Yard/Bake Sale
It is here! The Yard/Bake Sale is Saturday,
September 12, 2015 from 7am to noon. Everyone is
welcomed! We will have sausage and ham biscuits
and drinks for you to buy as well as our bake goods
and all the great buys in the Yard Sale. If anyone has
anything that you would like to donate for the Yard
Sale, it is not too late, the items can be placed on the
stage in the Fellowship Hall. If you will call Eva
Allen at 336-317-3762, she will be glad to meet you
at the church. Thanks to everyone who has already
donated!
The Stewardship and Finance committee will be
joining us from 11am to 1pm with a Hot Dog Lunch.
So be sure to come out to the Yard/Bake Sale and
have breakfast with a lot of shopping and then stay for
lunch.

Stewardship & Finance Committee
Financial status as of July 31st:
July Giving: $5,088.60
July Expenses: $6,833.46
Year to Date totals are as follows:
Giving: $46,327.45
Expenses: $55,891.26
We are more than halfway through 2015, which
also means we are more than halfway through
meeting the needs towards our yearly budget
amount of $101,258.00. That means that we need
to collect $2,496.00 each week for the remainder of
the year in order to meet that budgeted amount.
Please note that this was calculated with the 5
Sundays in August in mind as well.
As always, we appreciate the way in which you
give of your time, talents, and monetary resources
as we minister in God's name.
We are approaching the time of preparing a budget
for 2016. This committee will be compiling a
rough draft of next year's budget at our meeting on
September 14th. Each committee is in the process
of turning in their requests for that budget. Please
give this process your prayerful consideration.

As a reminder to everyone: If you incur an
expense on behalf of the church and you want to be
reimbursed for that expense, you will need to fill
out a voucher, attach your receipt to it, and give it
to Linda Seawell within 30 days of incurring that
expense. Vouchers turned in after the 30 days
unfortunately will not be paid. If you incur an
expense, but do not wish to be reimbursed for it,
you may give that receipt to Tim Smith as a Giftin-Kind. Please mark your receipt with your name
and purpose of the expense and also turn that in to
Tim within the 30 days as well. Tim will give you
credit on your giving record for your gift-in-kind.
If you have questions about either process, please
see the chairperson of your committee or a member
of the finance committee.
If you have any questions about the financial
work of Bethel, please do not hesitate to ask any
member of the committee. Committee members
are: Curtis Ring, Tim Smith, Linda Seawell, Judy
Hankins, Marilyn Hartis, Kaki Brown, and Sharon
Smith.
Our committee meets the 2nd Monday of each
month at 7 PM at the church. We welcome new
members to our committee at any time.

Christian Education Committee
Sunday, August 23, 2015 was Rally Sunday for
our Bethel Sunday School. We had a breakfast
refreshments reception at 9:30AM for our outgoing
teachers and our incoming teachers for 2015/2016.
During worship service we commissioned our
teachers and our Education committee members.
The following are our teachers for this Sunday
School year:
Elementary Class:
Betsy Green, Tracey Idol, Peggy Dawson, and Kim
Lackey
Youth Class:
Ashley Smith, Stephen Smith, Beth Andrews, and
Tony Andrews
Adult Class:
Dennis Green, Judy Hankins, and Eva Allen

The Adult Class will be studying for September:
“Seeds of New Growth.”
We are listing our lessons as follows:
! Sunday, September 6th “Praying for One
Another”- Acts 4:23-31
! Sunday, September 13th “Sharing All Things”Acts 4:34-5:10
! Sunday, September 20th“Witnessing to the
Truth”- Acts 5:27-29; 33-42
! Sunday, September 27th “Remembering God's
Faithfulness”- Acts 7:2-55
All our Adults are invited to join us as we study
these exciting lessons!
On Sunday, August 23, 2015, we also had our
Youth Back to School event. After church worship,
we fed the youth lunch. After lunch the youth left
with several adults for Wet 'n' Wild Emerald Pointe
for an afternoon of fun.

Property Committee
Due to rising costs, the Property Committee, with approval from Session, has had to raise the price on use
and rental of our buildings at Bethel. The changes will begin January 1, 2016 and are as follows:
Members of Bethel Presbyterian: $50.00 per building. No deposit required.
Non members: $250.00 per building. $100.00 per building for cleaning fee. $100.00 good faith deposit.

Bethel Supports Local Schools
Bethel collected school supplies for Sedalia and McLeansville Elementary Schools and provided water for
teachers to welcome them back. We also presented a flower to the new principal at Sedalia Elementary.

Mission Prayer Focus
The month of September opens up many
opportunities to turn to God in prayer.
And, as we know, God loves to hear
from us on a frequent basis. As the
month begins, we celebrate Labor Day
(September 7th). This is not just an
extra day to have time off from work. It
is an opportunity to stop and thank God
for the many gifts He has provided
allowing us to have a job (paid or
unpaid) and to do it well.
The Missions and Outreach
Committee would welcome your
prayers for the Annual Yard and Bake
Sale (September 12th) to be a success.
“Success” helps to provide monies that
can be used to meet the many needs for
God's children locally and throughout
the world. Along this line, prayers
would also be helpful for Pennies for
Hunger (September 20th). We know
that hunger is a major problem for God's
children of all ages throughout our
world.
Praying sincerely and often is needed
as we approach September 21st,
International Day of Peace. It appears
that tragic events in our country and
throughout the world are increasing
rapidly. As we live each day, the
number of what appears to be “satanic”
events are increasing at a fast pace. We
question why and how can this be
happening.
“This is My command: Love each

other.”
John 15:17
“Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a multitude of
sins.”
1 Peter 4:8
It is easy to love people we know and
who are like us. We are comfortable
being around people who are like us---and that is great. However, is this what
God asks of us? What about people
who are not Christians? As we read
newspapers, watch television, etc., these
many tragic events are difficult to
understand. Remembering that we are
to love each other, what about the many
faces of politics? How do we look at
concerns about abortions? How do we
look at issues related to gay rights?
What about other faiths/religions?
These and many other questions make it
hard to love “ALL” people. The only
way is to love God and follow His
command. So how do we do this?
As a reminder, we know it is very
important that we take time to go to God
in prayer. First of all, we need to thank
Him for His many blessings and His
constant love. We know it is hard to
love some people and what is easy is not
always right. So, let's pray for God to
open our hearts so that we do the right
things; thus, enabling our love to be
seen through our actions.
Faith deposit.

“….let us
consider how to
stir up one
another to love
and good works,
not neglecting to
meet together, as
is the habit of
some, but
encouraging one
another….”
Hebrews 10:24-25

September
Birthdays
1st

Rita Harris

3rd

Norma Dawson

4th

Nancy Blaisdell

4th

Buddy Smith

7th

Jan Clemmons

7th

Billy Judy

10th

Doug Stroud

10th

Laura Black

11th

James Alcon

14th

Jason Judy

14th

Fonda Reese

16th

Rebecca Greeson

17th

Peggy Dawson

20th

Alexandra Deal

21st

Andrea Whiticar

23rd

Jill Lowdermilk

24th

Howard Dawson

24th

Jim Flippin

25th

Angie Deal

28th

Nancy Swanson

September
Anniversaries
13th

Chuck & LowAnn Smith

17th

David & June Seigfred

17th

Ralph & Nina Spear

Elder of the Month: Charles D. Sheets
Charles D. Sheets was born and
raised in North Wilkesboro, NC.
He lived in Baltimore, MD during
WWII and then moved to
Greensboro after the war. He says
he calls Greensboro home.
Charlie is married to Helen
Troxler Sheets and they have both
been members at Bethel for 10 plus
years.
Charlie was previously ordained
and installed as an Elder over 40
years ago. When he was asked why
he decided to become an Elder, he
said that he had been serving as a
Deacon already, and he felt that the
work of an Elder made a
contribution to the work of the
Church.
While serving as an Elder, Charlie
has served on the Missions,
Worship, Finance, and Education
Committees.
Charlie has noticed some changes
at Bethel during his most recent
term serving as an Elder. They
include: conversation among
Elders, particularly at Session
meetings is less guarded, more
open, and non-confrontational. He
also feels that the work is more
gratifying.
Charlie would love to see more
young people attracted to the work
of the church, which he feels would
allow Bethel to increase its
ministry. He does feel encouraged
by the work he sees being done in
this regard.
The best part about serving as an
Elder for Charlie is the opportunity
it provides to respond to God's great

blessings with service of a tangible
and practical nature.
The least favorite part of serving
as an Elder for him is being the
“Shepherd” for a part of the
congregation. He does feel it is a
very worthwhile activity that he
seems to largely fail to accomplish.
Charlie says that many people
have inspired and influenced him
during his life but his Grandma
Bessie is always the leader of the
pack in this regard. He says that
her relationship to God was so
tangible and so strong that it
governed every aspect of her life.
Charlie says that it was said of her
that she “was on a first name basis
with the Almighty”. Charlie says
he thinks that was true.
Charlie would like to offer this
advice to anyone who may be
feeling like God is calling them to
serve as an Elder: “Just remember
that if God is calling you, you don't
have to be competent, only willing.
He will handle any shortcomings
you bring to the work”.
Charlie retired 14 years ago after
working for 40 years with
Burlington Industries. Charlie's
hobbies included sailing and tennis,
both of which he has had to give up,
except for tennis with his
granddaughters. He's afraid that
won't last much longer either.
Charlie is attracted to Bethel
because he sees a group of believers
here who are welcoming, but more
importantly are prayerfully seeking
to discern and then follow God's
will for them.

Laughter Is Good for the Soul!
A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “Does
anyone here know what we mean by sins of
omission?”
A small girl replied: “Aren't those the sins we
should have committed, but didn't?”
From God's Little Acre

