
 
 

PARSONAL PONDERINGS 
“…God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work…  You will be enriched in every way to be generous 

in every way… 

II Corinthians 9:8,11 ESV 

For the September 2010 Parsonal Ponderings, I included the following statement: 

Here is my entire theology of stewardship:   

If we are following Jesus with passionate obedience such that we are fulfilling the mission 
he gives us, God will provide all that is needed. 

To the best of my recollection, Bethel dipped into reserves for each of the next five years, as we 
had also been doing for a number of years before.  The Stewardship & Finance Committee 
managed money carefully as they always do and Session Committees were careful to not waste, 
but each year, expenses were somewhat higher than income, and at some point most or all of 
those years, we had to take money from our reserves.  That, by the way, is pretty typical for a 
majority of churches. 

Yet, to the credit of Bethel’s congregation and leadership, we kept discerning and doing what 
God was calling us to do in ministry.  Most years we added one or two new initiatives, a number 
of which have become ongoing works.  Now and again we discontinued or changed a program; 
however, we rarely if ever let finances drive that decision.  The question we continually asked 
was whether what we were doing was faithful to and fruitful for what we discerned to be God’s 
call.  About this time of every year, there would be particular concern about finances as the gap 
between expense and income seemed rather significant.  Yet each year, somehow the financial 
gap would be narrowed by unexpected giving from members, estate gifts, or even from people 
outside the congregation.  God was faithful to provide enough for us to continue to progress in 
the mission to which he was calling us, though we watched the reserves dwindle inexorably. 

But in 2015, receipts ended a little ahead of expenses.  I believe the same happened in 2016 – at 
least I know we haven’t had to draw from reserves again.  And though at the moment expenses 
are slightly ahead of receipts, we are again in a very solid financial position for this time of the 
year, despite having about $8000 of unbudgeted property expenses. 

I don’t see the specifics of financial giving, so I don’t know many of the details of how God has 
provided financially.  I am confident that some and perhaps many in the congregation – both 
long-term and new congregants - give sacrificially.  And I’m sometimes aware of other means 
our Lord uses.  And it’s not just financially by any means!  The Holy Spirit has led new people 
into the congregation who has added their time and talents toward God’s mission for us.  Others 
who have been here for years have stepped up to meet new needs.  Many continue to serve even 
as it becomes more challenging for them.  And in this mix, we are living the truth of:  If we are 
following Jesus with passionate obedience such that we are fulfilling the mission he gives 
us, God will provide all that is needed. 

Don’t mistake this for a formula or a guarantee of financial security.  Our wise Lord gives what 
we need, not necessarily what we think we need.  Often his provision includes the reality that we 
usually walk more closely with him when we have to depend on him daily for our bread rather 
than feeling like we’re secure in our own resources.  And there is that promise that in order to in 
order to receive the life Christ gives, we have to lose our own. 
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(Parsonal Ponderings continued) 

The discernment of the Spirit’s call and leading is always ongoing.  Part of God’s provision is 
the guidance itself.  We’re usually at our best when we travel light:  

 holding our possessions and plans with open hands, but holding tightly to Jesus 
 up on the balls of our feet so we can flex and weave with challenges and opportunities, 

but always following hard after our Savior and Lord. 

If we are following Jesus with passionate obedience such that we are fulfilling the mission 
he gives us, God will provide all that is needed. 

Joyfully in Jesus, 

Pastor Paul 

COMMITTEES 
Companions Circle 
Calling ALL LADIES!!!  It’s time for the Companions Circle to start meeting again.  We took 
the summer months off, and we are excited to get back together again.  Our first meeting will be 
on Thursday, September 21st at 6:30 PM at the home of Ashley Smith, 5980 Carmon Road, 
Gibsonville.  Beth Andrews will have our devotion.  Our study for this year has not been decided 
yet.  We have a couple of ladies who are researching some possibilities for us.  You can be 
assured that whatever study we have will be informative and inspirational.  We hope that each 
and every lady will consider joining us.  We enjoy good fellowship, a good time of study and 
sharing our faith and, of course, good food.  If you have questions about circle or if you would 
like to have a ride to circle, please call Sharon Smith at 336-601-4741.  We meet the 3rd 
Thursday of each month. So mark your calendars now and plan on joining us!!  Hope to see 
YOU in September. 

 

Education 
Jimmy Carter and the Progressive Roots of Sunday School                     by Ruth Graham  
9/2015 

For the last two weeks, pilgrims have been flocking to Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, 
Georgia. They’re coming from Ohio, from Maine, and from California to attend church in a 
small town two hours south of Atlanta. And they’re doing it to see 90-year-old Jimmy Carter 
teach an all-ages Sunday School class. 

The week after Carter announced he had brain cancer, 1,000 people showed up. The next week, 
the church put a system in place: Arrive by 12:01 a.m. on Sunday and you’d be admitted to the 
church parking lot, where you could sleep in your car until morning. 

Not all of Carter’s acolytes are fellow Democrats.  But the origins of Sunday School tell a story 
about the kind of progressive evangelicalism that Carter is known for. The movement began in 
18th century England thanks to the efforts of an English Anglican evangelical named Robert 
Raikes (1725-1811). 

Visiting a factory town on business one day, Raikes was appalled by the spectacle of 
“wretchedly ragged” children playing in the street. When he asked a local about the problem, he 
was told that on Sundays, it was even worse: “The street is filled with the multitudes of these 
wretches, who...spend their time in noise and riot, playing at chuck, and cursing and swearing in 
a manner so horrid, as to convey to any serious mind an idea of hell rather than any other place.” 

Raikes’s solution was to provide a school for them to attend on their one day off from factory 
work. At “Sunday school,” they would learn reading and writing, as well as moral and Biblical 
lessons. The classes were imbued with an ambient Christianity, to be sure, but their first purpose 
was to educate the poor. 

The idea spread quickly within Britain, and by 1790 a group of Philadelphia Quakers had 
imported the plan to America. Over the course of the 19th century, Sunday School became 
increasingly evangelical and less academic. Gradually, respectable church families were 
encouraged to send their own children to Sunday School. 



 
 

(Education continued) 

Carter is arguably the most famous living teacher of Sunday School, but he carries on a rich 
presidential tradition.. Franklin Pierce erected the first White House Christmas tree for a group of 
Sunday School children. Benjamin Harrison taught Sunday School, and so did Richard Nixon in 
his college years. 

Today, there are signs that it’s Sunday School itself that could use some charity. Fewer 
Americans identify as Christian at all, and Sunday School attendance is declining.  In many 
quarters, Sunday School is now likelier to be a source of “fellowship”—a social and devotional 
occasion—rather than primarily educational, let alone charitable. And although Carter’s brand of 
progressive Christianity is popular in the media, its future as a robust domain of American 
religious life is still up in the air. 

In the meantime, however, the lines outside Carter’s classes these last few weeks may be an 
encouraging sign for those worried about the future of the institution. Sure, the full parking lot in 
Plains, Georgia, may say more about affection for the ailing former president than about renewed 
enthusiasm for Sunday School itself. But it still suggests that under the right conditions, Sunday 
School can be the hottest ticket in town. 

Evangelism                           
Friday, September 22nd, is the day we will serve a pregame meal to the Eastern High School 
football team.  There will be sixty people to feed.  Your help will be crucial in making this event 
successful.  The food for the main meal will be provided.  We do need items for each person’s 
“goodie bags”.  We also need servers.  The Fellowship Hall will be set up starting at 1:00 for 
anyone who can be there.  The team will arrive between 4:00-4:15 pm.  Please look at the list 
below and sign up in the Vestibule or see Jackie Burney.  Amounts for goodie bag items needed 
will be listed on the sign up chart.   

Goodie Bag needs:  Brownies or cookies, ink pens, sticky notes, highlighters, Sharpie pens, 
small notepads and individually wrapped candy. 

Servers:  People to serve chicken, beans, potatoes or bread as players approach kitchen window,  
people to fill and/or refill drinks, and people to clean up. 

It is our hope Eastern High School will feel inspired that Bethel supports their efforts and 
students and we model to the students the love of the Lord through serving others.  

 

Missions 
Yard Sale September 9th, 2017 
Almost here!!!! Bethel’s Annual Yard sale will begin at 6:30 am Saturday September 9, 2017. 
We will need as many volunteers as possible to pull this wonderful event off! Baked goods for 
sale are requested. Please check your calendars to donate your time during the week of 
September 4-8th as items are donated they will need to be sorted, tagged and prepped for sale. 
The proceeds from the yard sale benefit the entire Church as the monies raised go into the 
general fund.  
 
Any leftover items will be donated to Goodwill Industries of Central North Carolina which is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit charity that has been serving the community since 1963. At Triad Goodwill, 
they believe that all people, regardless of situation, should have access to meaningful 
employment. Through workforce development programs, they help individuals develop the skills 
they need for today’s job market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

(Missions continued) 

 
 
Crop Hunger Walk 
Mark your calendar! October 15th, 2017 2:30 pm! If you are interested in walking and/or 
ordering a shirt, please see Sherri Amoriello to sign up!  

 

 
The Mission’s committee would like to thank everyone who donated their time to raise food for 
the McLeansville Elementary School food pantry August 19th! We couldn’t have completed this 
wonderful food ministry without you! 

 
Stewardship & Finance 
The figures for the month of July are as follows: 
  Giving:  $  8,791.65 
  Expenses:  $10,115.12 
The figures for the year to date time period are as follows: 
  Giving:  $58,155.10 
  Expenses:  $62,122.27 
 
For the month of July we spent more than we gave.  We had a large expense of painting the 
educational building with the approximate cost being $2,750.00.  We are grateful that through 
your generous giving, we had the money to pay for this added expense without having to transfer 
money from the church’s savings account.  You will notice that we are not far off in our giving 
compared to our expenses for the first seven months of the year.  As always, thank you for your 
continued faithful support of the mission and ministry of Bethel Church through the giving of 
your monetary resources.  With those figures in mind, that means that we need to collect 
$2,048.00 each week in order to meet our 2017 budget of $103,208.00. 
We are very blessed here at Bethel to have such beautiful grounds and buildings to worship, 
work and minister in as we strive to be a light to our community.  Thank you to each one of you 
who continues to be so faithful in your giving and in your serving.  We ask that you be in prayer 
regarding the budget process that has already begun for 2018.  Committees are working on 
making their budget requests for next year, and at the September meeting of the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee we will compile a rough draft of the 2018 budget.  In the coming weeks 
you’ll be hearing more about the budget process and about the opportunity you will have to 
dedicate your monetary resources towards next year’s budget.  Thank you for all that you give 
and do in God’s name. 



 
 

 
Worship & Music 

There was not a Worship Committee meeting for the month of August.  Our next meeting is on 
Thursday September 14th, 2017 at 7pm. 

*Important dates to remember* 

September: 

3rd – First Sunday service in the Fellowship Hall with snacks provided by the Property 
Committee (We will also have a special short presentation by Mr. Randy Bivins on behalf of the 
Gideon’s.) 

14th – Worship and Music Committee meeting 

Ushers for the month of September are: 

Sam Ferguson 

Rita Harris 

Misha Rhodes 

Tim Smith 

*We are still in need of ushers to finish out the year, if you are interested please see Sue Flippin 
or any other member of the worship and music committee. 
 

 Session 
Actions taken at August Session meeting are: 

1. Approved sale price of Lehigh Acres property in Florida for $5,500 with buyer paying 
closing cost and Bethel paying realtor fees and taxes. 

2. Approved Sept. 10-Session meeting 
3. Approved move to Oct. 22nd-Session meeting 
4. Approved moving Dedication Sunday to Oct. 29-  
5. Approved changes on annual Evaluation Questionnaire with the addition of the following 

question.  (Send out to members Aug. 27th and should be returned by Sept. 17th.) 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

 Dear Bethel Family, 
Thank you so much for your support over the years.  I am glad to call Bethel my home 
church.  Please keep me in your prayers as I start this new chapter in my life and the 
Bible I received will be a reminder of the love I have back home. 
        Sincerely, 
        Bryce Amoriello 

 Dear Bethel Family, 
For as long as I can remember, the people of this church have been there to support me 
and help me grow in my faith.  I am truly grateful for all the memories and lessons this 
church has provided.  Thank you for the Bible as well as you continued prayer. 
        Sincerely, 
        Mitch Amoriello 

 

 The Colonel Arthur Forbis Chapter, NCSDAR, cordially invites you to a historic marking 
of the grave of Elizabeth “Bettie” Forbis, wife of Col. Arthur Forbis on Saturday, 
September 16, 2017, at 2:30 pm.  It will be held at Alamance Presbyterian Church at 
4000 Presbyterian Road Greensboro, NC 27406.  Please RSVP by September 6, 2017 at 
336.698.9211 or pmcfreedom@triad.rr.com.  

 



 
 

The Power of Prayer 

   
“Ask, and you will receive.  Seek, and you will find. 

Knock, and it will be opened to you.  For the one who asks, receives. 

The one who seeks, finds.  The one who knocks, enters.” 

Facing or recovering from surgery:  Lois Miles-back; Lynne Rich, Emily Warwick-new 
pacemaker 8/8 & knee 8/29; Judy Wilkerson  

Testing, Rehab, Illness, Injury and/or Hospitalized: Annie Alcon-clots & meds, Kay Baker-
respiratory; Eddie Bigham-heart attack & other issues; Diane Boit-multiple myeloma & femur, 
Brenda Brown-multiple health issues; John Burney-heart testing; Andrea Cagle’s dad Moe-burst 
blood clot, Lynn Dawson-ankle, Judy Hankins-heart testing, John Key-heart & back, Josh 
Lackey-broken toe, Becky Lowdermilk-heart testing, Porter Lowdermilk-hip rehab; Roger 
McKee-sight  

Chronic or life-threatening disease, including cancer, COPD, etc.: Karen Lowe Blalock-early 
Alzheimers, Bertha Brame-multiple issues, Anna Broadwell, Lee Bumgarner-lung cancer,  
Maurice Cawn-cancer, Bobby Chappell-pancreatic cancer, Jimmy Clark-cancer, Judy Covil-
cancer, Sharon Flowers-Stage 4 cancer, Paula Hoeger-cancer, Gail Hooks-pancreatic cancer; 
Hannah Lambert-fast progressing ALS, Charles Long-heart/cancer/memory, Margaret Maguire-
cancer; Jeff Perkins – MS, Ed Rich, Jr.-marrow transplant, Sue Ryan-cancer; Larry Sprinkle-
cancer & strokes  

Grieving:  friends and family of Paulette Williams, Susie Holshouser, Bobby Sharp, Roland 
Clapp 

Homebound:  Annie Alcon, Robert & Frances Alcon, Sonny Allen, Inez Dunn, Ann Greeson, 
Eileen Lowe-moved to healthcare section, Mary Norman; Bill Overman   

Other or unspecified concerns: President Trump & family & all leaders, all affected by violence; 
ending hunger; persecuted believers; Christy Rhodes Machak in Bangladesh, all who don’t know 
Jesus, John Key-to walk again, Stephanie Lillegard in Nepal, human trafficking victims, Nancy 
Rhodes parents-necessary move to SC; Odessa & Tasheka Oglesby-deliverance in the name of 
Jesus 

 
October 

1-World Communion Day 
      13-Golden Gang/Red Lobster 

                  15-Autumn Leaf Celebration 
      

      November                           December 
                        12-Veteran’s Day                           3-Hanging of the Greens 
           10-Golden Gang/Bethel                         8-Golden Gang/Blue Ribbon 
                    11-BBQ Fall Festival                   24-Christmas Eve  
            26-Christ the King        Candlelight Service  
                            Communion  



 
 

 SEPTEMBER  2017      
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Rita Harris 
Birthday 

 

2 

3 4 
Nancy 

Blaisdale & 
Buddy Smith 

Birthdays 

 

5 
Stewardship & 

Finance 
Committee 

7 PM 

6 
Choir 7 PM 

 

7 
Education 

Committee  
7 PM 

8 
Greyson 

Leybourne 
Birthday 

 
Ralph & Nina 

Spear 
Anniversary 

 

9 
Yard & Bake 

Sale 

 

10 
Doug Stroud 

Birthday 

 
Session 

6 PM 

 

11 12 
Property 

Committee 
7 PM 

13 
Choir 7 PM 

 
 

Chuck & 
LouAnn Smith 
Anniversary 

 

14 
Worship 

Committee 
7 PM 

 

15 16 
Lucy 

Stephenson 
Birthday 

 

17 
Youth Sunday 

 
Evaluation 

Questionnaire 
due 

 
 

Pennies for 
Hunger 

 
 

Peggy Dawson 
Birthday 

 

18 
Missions 

Committee 
7 PM 

 
Beacon 

Articles Due 

 

19 20 
Choir 7 PM 

 
 

Alexandria 
Deal Birthday 

 

21 
Companions 
Circle 6:30 

Ashley Smith’s 
House 

 
 

Barbara 
Thompson 
Birthday 

 

22 
Evangelism 

Meeting and 
set up for 

Eastern HS 
12:30 PM 

 
Eastern 
Football 

Pregame Meal 
4 PM 

 

23 

24 
Howard 

Dawson &  
Jim Flippin 
Birthdays 

 

25 
Angie Deal 
Birthday 

 

26 27 
Choir 7 PM 

 

28 29  

 


